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inay be his strength, his distance fro,1n
us, or his paiticular designs; but we
would iearn that the defenders of our
land were bound to be on the alert, and
not to be caught napping. In our text
we have intimation of an enemy stronger
and more malignant: than any that ever
besieged an earthly fortress, an enenîy
with numerous and powerfui allies,
wicked, wily, and full of strategy, ever
watchful to, make the best of every ad-
vantage, and to înflict a sore and fatal
injury.. His designs are flot limited to,
things of this world, which perisli with
the world. Hie assails our spiritural for-
tress, our souls, that part of our nature
that lives forever, a.îd by cunning and
artful machinations strives to gain pos-
session. As Christians it becomes us to,
be on our guard, to hear the cali to
arms, to, look well to our approaches,
and get in readiness our weapons of de-
fence. That the conflict with this en-
enîy will be a stern one is implied from
the many intense figures and strong ]an-
guage employed by the Scriptures in de-
scrîbing it. Let us look at the vivid
picture of the contest: suggested by the
words-'-Put on the whole armor of
God that ye rnay be able to, stand against
the iviles of the devii.> IVe have here
mention niade of an enemy, an armor,
and the induccmient to put that armor
on. We shall consider these things in,
the order rnentioned.

1. Tlie enezry wl/i wkomj we have to

con/end. In whatever sphere of life we
may live we Wvill have contention; for
humnan life is a wvarfare. We inar against
its provocations, its trials ; its struggles,
its calamities. The religion of Christ
dees not grant us exemption from this
war. On the contrary, the moment we
submitourselves to Christ, that momènt,
we become, in the true sense of the
terni, soldiers, and array ourselves against
the opposing powers of darkness, and ail
the enemies that w:ouid keep us fromn
God and from heaven. We engage sol-
emnly to contend till death for th&faith
once delivered to, the Saints. We vow
to oppose ail the forces of sin and the
devices of Satan suggested in our hearts,
or manifested in the world. Ahl this
means a warfare of no mean order.

The enemy particuiarly spoken of in
our text is called the Devil, and wvell is
hie calied by that name. The termi is
taken from a Greek word which signifies
to strike through, to stab, and true to, his
titie lie strikes poison into the sou], and
malice into the heart of those hie over-
comes. Thus, the w'ord Devil came to,
niean, a traducer, an accuser, a sian-
derer. In the New Testament bis char-
acter is painted ini very strong colors,
and rightly so, for hie is the adversary of
that kingdomn of grace which Christ
came to, establish ; and, hie rules over
the kingdomn of dark'iess which is di-
rectiy huistile to it, and with which there
wili continually be a life and death
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