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Theologn.

But such ascriptions of gratitude must
also be accompanicd by open and practical

THE MONT USE OF TEMPORAL BLESSINGS, resulte, or they neither can nor will be well-

AS A BRANCH OF CHRISTIAN DUTY.
Feom the Wesleysn Methodlet Megazine.

pleasing n the sight of 1lim from whom
they have been received. Bare acknow.

learly and distinctly, toedgments aro not sufficient; they must
m;l;‘k’ t:: h:tﬂg'ots :xax /{lmi hty Benefactor] have a tanmble and visible form in the lfe,
in the reception of temporal blessings, is |’ 80 that the world inay take knowledge of

high aud valuable attamment; but of still
greater importance to the sou), and its ad.
yancement in holiness, is the manner and

1n bestowing yifts on friends or acquam.
tances, we look for more substantial proofs

spirit in which these are received and ap. of gratitude than mere ackunowledgments:

ropriated.

4 'llhis point in Christian experience will
bear more solemn and prayerful mcditation
than is generaily bestowed on it. Were
such blessings re scived by minda well dis-
ciplined and vigilantly secured against self.
sufficiency and vain.glorying, wore blessed
results would follow the good thinge of this
life, and more correct models of the purity,
the dignity, and the humility of Chnst
would be exhibited amongst those of his
followers who are placed in an easy or af.
fluent condition.

The mind of man is naturally buoyant
and subtle, and it is not an easy matter for
him to receive a crowd of earthly blessings
as they ought to be received, retaining and
using them in such a manneras will render
them truiy profitable to himself and his fel.
low-creatures. ‘T'o human nature it is cer-
tainly flattering and pleasing to walk abroad
ja the streets, to move amonget friends and
neighbours, to transact the business of hfe,
under the sunshine of temporal pros?cmy 3
but to maintain a chastened frame of mind,
a proper equilibsium of temper, a heart free
from the specks and blemishes of arro.

ance and mu htiness, of pride and dis-
play, is a difficult, and yet an awfully mo-.
mentous, duty. .

Such seasons of temporal brightness,
though enviably inviting to thoee who look
only on external appearances, bring with
themn a train of perts which have strong

- | o N - . * ¥
acies to check the growth of vital themselves credit on that ground: such ca-|statements exinbiied, respecuing character
tendencics g ‘pabiliies are the gifts ot God; and if he!andconduct,sextremely difficult. Amongst |

liness. ‘They are apt to enchain the
oughts, the desires, and the affections to
the world ; they lead to self-confident bonst-
ing, or improper levity ; there is often ma-
mfesxed less simplicity, less watchfulness,
a more lofty bearing, and a jarger share o1
assurance nacting. )
Too frequently a spirit of worldliness

we look for a return, if not w kind, at least
in quantity ; we love to see that the grate-
ful recollections are graven on the memury,
and wirtualiy acknowledged in the subse.
quent behaviour, character, and speech of
the reciptent ; and also regard these grate-
ful returns as beautiful traits of a noble and
rightly-disciplined mind.

Much more dves 1le, whose omuiscient
cye scans every peculianty, marks cvery
thought, and registers cvery action, look
for a night return and use of those bleesings
He has been pleased to bestow. How ne-
cessary, therefore, that Christians should
earnestly and prayerfully endeavour tomake
“those returns his love requires,” when,
in his tender mercies, overlookmg previous
waywardness and rebellion in the wilder.
ness, he turneth themn into green pastures,

causcth gushing strcams to flaw at their
feet! How ought they, bencath such an
accumulation of benefits, more strictly and
solemnly to guard the conduct, lest they be
found guilty of ingrattude or forgetful-
ness!

Gifts from earthly friends are generally
the reward of menit: but on this ground

rently estranged from him, has no title.—
I'emporal prosperity is often found to be
‘thc result of human ingenuity and ekll;
‘vet mortals have no night to arrorate to

them,” and thus be able to profit by them. |atzons , duties devolve on hum, and perfor-

panicd with talents for public usefulness
then he begins to occupy a different station
in the regards of lue fellow.men; ther
opunons of him becotne more elevated ; he
18 invited forward into more active service,
where the aflaws of the church are cou.
cerned , he 18 considered ehgible for hold.
iy varous protmnent and responsible wity.

mances are expected from hiin; and, as he
15 thus involved i the interests and respon.
sibiliies of that section of Christ's chureh
of which he 15 a mewmber, the eye of ohser-
vation 18 ruscd toluin; s character seems
to have become public property, and nen
unceremoniously pernmbulate 1ts bounda.
rics, survey 1t an all its length and breadth,
and make measurements and calculations
accordingly.  lhis mode of acung, lus style
of hving, the aciount and manner of hw
benefactions, lus observations, his opinions,
lus dress and equipage, are made the sub.
jects of public cogmzance, too often unne.
cessanly and censonously. It 1s also a
truth that persons of this class, are fre.
quently the objects of envy and nustepre-
eentation amongst thuse of their brethron
and fellow.labourers whose path s less
progpervus ; unjust and unchristian analo.
gics or comparisons are drawn, and past

and leadeth them beside the sull waters, ; Hiiberal and fuolish remarks are passod re.
raineth down manna around their path, and‘gardmg thetr conduct; occurrences and

and present circuinstances contrasted.—

{deeds are brought out aud dilated on, and
{ frequently magmiied into gross acts of 1n.
consistency, or unprudence, or arrogance,

'and unintentional.

D stortion 1s 50 perpetually wandenng
:abzaad amongst all classes of somiety, that
. Truth 1s seldom seen, and facts rarely ap-

ithey,by the detaderdraperied and cnveloped
Em the fantasics of the unaginatinn, that, to
form Tight opumang, and to come W just
lrouc!usxons from observations wmade, and

which really in themselves were natural;

and bownties which, from a brother in
Christ, would ©ut be bestowed without
many au-&nc:onn and wortifying interroge-
tories and wuperciliously discouragiog re-
tnatks.

‘Y'o & Christian, surrounded hy temporal

succeades, a thousand opportumities are
daily ansing 10 wlich he inny bo found act.
1ng for tho glory of God.  Haw
to act, hiot only are fAose placed within the
range of his more unmediate obeervation to
bo the objects of hw care, but the world at
large.

the ineans

‘'he various institutions which dxgniflz

the motal and Chrstian world are channe
through which his bounties must flow *to
the ends of the carth.”
hie weans for dung good, the tnore exten.
aive munt be his plans for the welfare of his
fellow.creatures.
wtluenco of conscientious prnciples, and
Christ-like affections and »
will feel a delight 1n thus
bounties to the world.

‘The imore ample

If tus heart be under the

ipathies, he
speusing hie

But such tewporal privileges, brngil

with them, as they do, %o many dutles s

responsibilitics, require that they be ex.
pended and improved 10 the true spirit of

the Gospul of Christ,

As the Christian moves through those
various paths of diffumive and itinerating
philanthropy, as he fulfiis those peculiar
duties assigned lum by P’rovidence, he must
throw into vygorous exercise a host of moral
excellencies in character, conversation, dis.
position.  The power of grace, its efficiency
i regulating the lfe and rectifying the
heart, must be «cen, that thus he may be
raised as a model un which the world may
gaze with pleasure, and wiuch they may
copy 19 their uwn prufit, and to the glory

tan, iu the sight of his Creator, as whe.!pear m therr native colours.  So much aretof God.

In recewing temporal blessings, the
Chrnistian ought to asswine the attitude of
abeyance, repaany i chikl-like sumplicity
and suvtmisaicn, attentiely wastin Sn d
rection of the divine will, asto how he tust
art, and how dispose of those bencfactione,

(has been pleased 10 bestow them on husihuman bewngs, geuerally, how reckiessiy of the power of bestowing which he is made

creatures, and has opened a field for the 'and unceremoniously are comments made, | the steward

cxercise of their exertions, and permutied’ facte magmfied, and vbservations, in them. !

A spint of prayer ought alen 1o accompany

attending successes, can lie not, as the!selves harmless and unntentional, enlarged ; these exercices, vr they wiil not be rightly
’comro]lcr of events, as casily baflie the: upon without the least sympathy !

,:chemes of men. and take away thew ca.l

pacity to act, as he can prepareand enlarae | conduct of those thus raised, by the mercy (foul, and engaging the thought, will keep
etealthily encompasses the soul, and ren-+ the theatre of thewr exeruons, and permit!of Providence, somewhat above 1t}

it 15 therefore Inghly neceseary that the

!of

0 gene. |

aund profitabiy appropriated.  Deep emotions
wrayer heaving the hosom, filhing the

the tund i a propes trame, and prevent

devs it niore impervious 1o the pure radiance | them to taste the sweets ariuing from suc. ralty of those with whom they are con. ; that unduc preponderance of bunyaney and

of Christian holiness; the out-gomys o

:

thought wax lighter and ireer, 2nd ]ess‘spccu!ations‘!

frequently aspire aficr the solemn realhities
of eteraity. )
Temporal advantages, to be rightly re-
ecived, require a large preponderance of
special grace. This must be the unceasing
aim of the recipicut, or they will never be
teal blessings to him. They inust have
blended with thewn 2 proportionate ucrease
of spiritual-mindedness, and of deep, fer-

vent, humble picty : if this be not the case, |

the soul will decline in holiness and puraty,
and be found commitling various errors i
straying from that point — Calvary—on
which the eve of the Christian must be
fixed if he would “grow in grace,” and 1
“the love of Christ.” )

Hence there was a stern necessity, that
each rising of the soul, each avenue of the
thoughte, each excursion of the wishes, e
:ighmly guarded, lest earthly enjosments

pleasures, earthly fashions and allure.
mants, earthly successes and prospects, be,

found usurping dominion in the kingdom of
the heart, where the Deity ought 10 zeiga
N and wunrivalled.

of the great sources of intermal ve-
curity possesecd by the Christian, is the
evidence faith affwde him of being under
the epecial guidanre and protection of a su-
perintending Providence ; and when peace
B bonsar, by sk the ok which bath
° in his bedoof, and with
.geatitede acknowledges the “tender mer-

f
i

¢ cessful results in their performances andinected, should be marked by cavtion andself-esteem, wlich is oo frequently the
tpradence, and that their character should | coasequence of wem

ral prosperity. There

Inherent merit man has net: all earthly | have stamped on ', broadly and prorunent-‘ tnust be prayer fur Jarger mfluences of the

essings, of whatever nature they may be,'lv. the image of the meck and lowlyHoly Spint. his g.fts and graces: prayer
whatever guise they 1nay assume, however! Jesus.

they may act on those who receive the:n,)
,are primanly derived from the beneficent intended they shoul

proaduce as large an

Temperal blessings are talents ; and it is‘

for an merease of bum:lity and sincerity;
prayer fur a moze even acd calm deport.
ment m pursmng the daudy walks of Jife;

{hand of the Almighty; and it 1s i this hght . amount of inierest as any other gifts.:praver for enlightened and scriptural views

{the Christian mimd contemplates and re-: Perhapsfewtalentsean so readily be brought
i into practical and visble exercise ha
-1g less exerstion of intellect rcqunrc*; the | *clf-control as wall enable the recipieat to
i path :s bright, and broad, and plan fo

jceives them, aud s called on to smprove
.them.
It is, therefore, to the right nse of such

There

the

and feelings, that correspo

i

g actions
ma{ be exiubited ; prayer for such habitual

retam these bestowinents of teinporal bles-

itemporal blessings, and the effects thes are ' bassessors of them; the world is thewr cir- - stgs i thewr subordinate stavion, az of &

experience, his

more special reference.

all probability, have remained hxdden or un.
appreciated, bad his circumstances been of

he is often drawn into public offices, and
public honours are bestowed. The sawme
principle is carried on in the church, when
ooe of its wmembers appears to be blessed
by Providence, when the Lord seems to
command “3 bleesing on his storehouses,
and in all be setteth his hand unto;’’ “when
be maketh 'kim plentacus ip goods and cat.

te ;™ more especially if thees be accom-

nary embarrassments : such a one it istheir

acontrary character ; taiont and capabilitics ! office to benefit and console by their advice
are brought into conspicuous obscevation ;/and patronage.

How many sincere professors of the reli-
gion of the lowly Saviour would shine out
bnilantly before the world, nere they ia
their temporal affaire aided by the diein.
terested exertions of their richer Lrethren
il;;:hﬁﬂ.! :g’t. too frequently overlooked
and contem the pious man prefers
to seek assistance from m’?«min‘. and

cheerfally receives from him those favours

|

intended 10 produce on the Christian—~1n s cuit $ its occupants are the subjects of theer | secondary nature, and not worthy any esti.

aracter, and actions,winlsticare : those who dwell more unmediately{nation when placed 1a comnjarison with
passing on in his pilgnimage through this!within the range of ther personal know.|these spuntual blessings which he, as the
world of allurement 2nd neise. of snspicion: ledgre or connexion, are 1o be benefited by
and detractson, that thuse remarke have|them, temporally and spirtually. When.
tever an opening offers for dinnterested be.
So much is the world governcd by ap-:nevolence, there thev arctoact. Thcey are]wave as the instrumont in the hands of God;
pearances, that when what s termed “For. | left guardians of the lonely widow andfor He s the first moving Canse, and’ man
tune * smiles, or seems to simle. on man,desolate arphan. They are required o belhax uo nght to atzegale to huaself asy
a thousand excellencies and mentorious!the assistants of that honest, et harasacd,|credit. nether can he ascribe his suc-
properties are discovered, which would, tn| Christian, who has so often 1o work his way  ccss to the mnight of i own arm, or 1o bis
amid the obstacles and difficuluies of pecu.jown wisdom.

disciple of Christ, u privileged to possees.

In receiving teinporal blessings, there
should be a comnplete anminiation of self,

e 15 but an agent, amena-
ble o a higher Power.  They ouﬁbl w0 be
recaved 10 singleness of beart as his gifte §
the manifestatione of rich goodness and
marvellous loving-kinduneer, which are per-
mitted to alight on the Chnistian, that he
may more amply display the glory of God,
by diffusing around him a delicioas and
beaven-denived fragrance of love; that eo
wherever he morver, the chuld of God, the
heir of heaven, the companion in spirit of
stints and ls, may shine with o0
evidgmly divine, hat not the man, high
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