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tle wvho dares sit in Saint Swithin's chair,
Wheui the îîîghî ha g wngs the troubled air,
Quiestions three if they speak the spell,
Ilo may ask, and she must tell."- Warei-ly.

IN tho Middle Of the fifteentb century, the
kingdom of Seotland coid lay littlo dlaimt t0
the intellectual charaeter for which il is noNw
proverbial amoug ail couintries, aithouigb, con-
sidering, ils narrow limits and the internaI dis-
cords with which for centuries it had licon
agitated, it bad neverthcless produced somte
master spirits who will for ever live in the re-
cords of genius. But, a mental darkness pro-
vailed generally over ail classes, and especially
among the poasantry. * * The
kingdoîn of Scotiand was also divided by civil
discord-and th peasantry of ils bighlands
wverc the vassals or elansmen of various chiefs.
These were a race cntirely destitute of mental
culture, and plunged in the lowcst depthis of
superstition-even the chieftains themselves
wvere mon of little or no learning, and holding
tbeir tubls front the an tiquity of birtb and their
prowvess in aruns-yet ail more or less tinctured
wiîh the superstitions and lcgends of their
country. Allan 1',entietb, the bero of our story,
was the second son of a chieftain of that namne,
whose father dying in bis infaney and the title
desccnding to the (1(1051 son, the care of Alian
devolved upon a widowed aunt, who lived on
the confines of the highilands, on a large and
ivealthy estate. Thte child of her sister, and
the only relative for whîech she almost rcîainedl
an affection, it is scarely neccssary to assert,
that shie iuduilgcd lis whints and caprices tos
ant unhounded oxtent, and hy the limie that AI-
Ian had roached the age of manhood, be was
addicted to every extravagance and vice that
the locality of the place afforded him. Through
the intercst of his aont and some powerfol re-
latives, a commission was obtained for hima ùi
the army of Qucen Mary, where, among the
yoonger branches of te noble familios of that
peYio(I, bis heodless proponsities werooncoura-
ged and fostered, 'tilI they lefI him so ombar-
rassod, tbal his froquont calis upon bis aunt for
poouniary relief, were ultimatcly met ivitb a
refusai. His credit gono, bis desires ungrati-
fied, ho felt reckless of ail aroonid bim, and
hcsitated flot at any sacrifice to meoure the
mecans to carry out bis views. At one period,
ho badl bocomo acquaintod withl MuBDOCKc Mc-

IvoR, a mani of dissolute habits, and wbO fot
mariy years had been known in the neighbo'
hood where bis aun rosided, as one of the rDO£

daringy cateraus or freebootors which the high'
lands hold. This individual badl been n
strongly suspectod of havrng committed a rofr
bory on the promises of Lady AliceAle.

aunt, and aithougli it could flot bc brought di'
rectly home to him, lio having contrivcd tO f
foot his escape, yet, it was firmly bclieved ho
was the robbcr, and indoed such was act18 11y
the fact, for in connivance with Allan he htld
been admittod into tbo premises, and the nmOsc
valuai)le pieces of family plate extractcd 011d
convcrted into monoy, wbich the twO l'ad
shared botwocn thorm. Mclvoa had thiis h
younig highilander completely in bis powert n
wvhenover hoe found himsolf ini difficulty, hOe lP'
pliod for aid 10 Allan, which if rcfusCd, bc
threatened to revoal the robbery to his auflt-'
For above îwo years bad McIvoit thu-9 hela
his victimt in the thrall, and instead of 5a 1itilng
in bis demands, was only the more imnPOrt.'
nate and greody. A suddon cessation of h05tl-
lities about tbis time, had given the youlig 00î

dier an opportunity to pay a visit to hisBI
and he folt grateful, if for nothing eise, hOe
should for a short period thus escape froifi t'le
presenoe and demanda of the villain, McIvo l'
A brief rebuke fromn bis aflectionate aunt for big
extravagance was ail that Il*e received) and be
hicart was as open 10, hlma as ever. Forn81
months be bad resided at tbe home of his cid
bond, enjoying tbe sports of the field, and ru"
garded by ail the tenantry of bis relative, et

respect and kindness-while his winning If""
ners and l)Old and bandsome figure werTad
mirably calculated to make a favourablc l1V

pression upon the maidens of tbe noighbOu"'
bood-yet there was evor a thoughtful all
moody expression upon lis features-hiS oe'
dark as the wing of the rayon, was nover ad
ily fixod upon any one objeot, but its constant
wandering bctrayed a mmnd that was iii at car"i
yct withal ho was a manly and gallant Y0
His costume was that of the highlander Of
those limes. The tartan kilt, whicli calffl0 t
the knce, betrayed the proportions of a limlb
worthy of an Appollo ; bis coat, of the 9 n
matcrial, cul so as 10 expose bis nocki, whieh
was of exquisito .;ymmetry, and when l.O
hrowned by the Sun of somamer, wvas ns white

as tbe snows of lits native mounitains.Oi
feathers were of just and buautiful proportion'
bis hiair was of the hue of the yellow harves'
whilo the peakcd Gaclic bonnet, plumed 9witb
the wing of the cagle, surmiounted a broW brow


