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cantimne the Princess' companion hanving ru
cd on, Katherine followed hier, but not i
out turniiîg sevcral times to follow witli %v1
cycs the hiandsorne youngr stranger. lie
rce wccks passcd away, and one fine even- Io
ighlt be seenia lady an(]ge ieiiitn slowly 1-1

ing on the banks of the Seine, flot far frorn
; palacte. The yotng, mani was apparciitly in
t y-five or twcnrty-six years of age, his lie

res were elegantiy and correctly formned, sa
hiead, which was uncovercd, preserned a of
usion of dark glossy hiir, falling in long do

s on hlis shoulders, after the fashion of the dii
* Mis dress, whichi consisted of a close an
gsuit of black velvet, with a short cloak tii

lie sane rici inaterial, witli a bordering of let
efnr-was wirloutornarnent. The yoiing dc
was perhinps sev enteen, shewias vcry beau- K~
lier forni was bclowv the comnion hicight, pc

perfect in its proportions, lier complexion, ch
-c the daughiters of vine-clad France, ivas tic
assinc-,Iy fair-hier féatures were Grecian. de
eyes were Mu1e, flot that iaughlingc biueceye yc

*~onnnon, but thc deep blue eye, so pensive, lf
yet so tender in its 2xpression, witlî long hte

%vil lashies, inicrcasrng if possible that saine pil
~sivelless. 1-er sunny brown hair was fas- hi
ed baek plainly, by a band of pearls fromi"

low hroad forehea2, and fell in wavy luxu- foi
ce to lier waist. Mer drcss bespoke rnuch E,
ti~er rank thai the gecntlinan's. The swveet th

ecdin playcd round hier iourhi ivas suc- M
c ya look of haughty displcasure, at tu

ething lier conmpanion liad whispered to cii
*rý Shte îvihdrewv lier arîn fron i s, and i

IUod a momlent withlout repiying. At laqt she sa
Ï&Iîvth inuch carnestiicss, and withi a voîce a

distant music- ro
Believe tuc, Henry, noughit can change mie, w

al thoughi the diadeni of EngIand'3; King wvasd
red for rny acceptance, 1 wotîld spurn it for wi
r sake; bult never n,.,ntionJZliq-/d again to a lia
ghter of France. Farewell, 1 must away.2'
1Stay, lad y," said lier lover, Ccstay nt ieast, Il

her"Tlîeyw~ère, standing by aseat un- be
the branches of a lofty oak; with gentie w

Pence the lover drew his niistress to it, ýmid ed
ew liniseîf besqide lier. IlKaztherine," said ni

"there is a rumour thant Engylar.d's proud KC
g demands your hand froni youir father. Jo'
mi of his court, and know him weil-l-e si(
1 take no refusai, but sweet one, the tenth wi
hit from this, 1 shall he here waiting for you, pa
il 1 shahl know yourdeterînination. In the os
n time keep this for me." So saying, ho in,

k frorn bis neek a fine gold chiain of exqui- in,
workmanship, te %vhich -,vas attached a I

by licart. Iiefflaccd iton lier inerk--Kiîîher-
eguve tîte promiîse of nieetiîîg, and after some
ispered ivords of fareweil, tlhey parted. 1

cd hardly inforni rny rendcri, that these
vers were Katherine of France, and Henry
ereford.
As tlîe Priniccss cntcred lier saloon, silo was
et by lier faîluer, wvho alfectionatehy kissed
r. He passcd lis arm arotund lier waist, and
id Ilcorne wvith n-je iny love, 1 have sornething
conscquen.;2e to commnunicate to you. Kate,
you know that wc are soon to have a wed-

ng in our court." Katherine looked up with
i nqiîring air. IIYour cousin Maz-ria," con-
iucd the King, "'marries the Dukze of Or-
ans," and then fixing his eyes on hiis wvon-
ring daughter, lie added, Iland you rny littie
ate, wed wiîhi Henry of Engliand." He stop-
d, startled rit the paleness of the Prinicesà'
*eek, and before lie wvas aware of hier inten-
il, she wvas on lier iznces before hita. "lFailier,
'ar fauler, oniy unsriy thosew~ords; wvould
iu condenin your clîild to a wrctchedncss of
c, like cousin Joan's." Her fatîter raised
r, and in a few brief words as foilows, ex-
ained to lier the aecessity of complying with
s wvislîcs. "My Katherine," said ie.- father,
voîir country dernands tItis sacrifice of you.r
eiings. France is iri a wretched situation,
agiand has seizcd many of our towns; 1 have,
is day, concluded a treaty îvitli England's
onarch, your hiand is tue pledge of our mnu-
aI good faith, anid now my child, ail you
ii say wiii flot change mny purpose; a fort-
g'it wvill sec you the bride of Henry." After
yingy those cruel wordE, the Kinig imprinted
kiss o11 his daughiter's forehcad, and left the
oni. Katherine sank insensible on the couch
lucre lier father had piaced hier. 1 vili flot
v'eil on the ag--ony of lier young heart, nor tell
itIi what a cruslied spirit, she saw the bril-
.nt preparations for her marriaga.
Tlue evening appoirited for her meeting with
enry Hereford, arrived. The eve-tingy was
autiful, flot a cloud was to bc scea, the sky
as aIl bluc, save, whc a silver shade mark-

the moori's course through it.-But thiat
oon neyer iooked on a sadder beart than
atherine's, as elle wvalked out to meet lier
ver. A few moments, and she was by his
le. IlMy Princess," said hoe, IlI thonglit you
cîuld neyer comnebut dearest lovehow sad and
le you look." They sat dowçn under the old
ýk that lied witnessed so miary huappy meet-
gs, and now was to witness their Ead part-
g. IlYou are ili, dearest," corninued her
ver, Ilthis riight air is too rnuch for you.-


