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HISTORY OF THE WAR

BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

DURING THE YEARS 1812, 1813, anp 1814,

CHAPTER XVIL
GeNeraL MeClure's letter to the American
8ecretary 2t War will be found in our notes*

On the same morning on ~vaich the surprise
of Fort Niagara was cfiected, General Ryall
erossed over to Lewiston with about five hun-
dred rank and file, and, almost without oppo-
sition, entered and fired it. The small villages
of Youngstown, Manchester, and Tuscarora,
as soon as the inhabitants had deserted them,
sharcd the same fate as had becn awarded to
Newark.

The conflagration thus lighted up along the
shores of the Niagara spread such terror that
General McClure, not daring, or caring, to ex-
pose himself to the dangers which he had
provoked, resigned the commaud of the regu-
lars and militia, now assembling from all

parts, to Major General Hall, and on the
morning of the 29th, that General occupied
Buffalo with some two thousand troops.

On the morning of the 28th, the indefati-
gable Drummond was at Chippewa, and on
the next day within two miles of Fort Erio,
when he set about reconnoitering the enemy’s
position at Black Rock, with a view, to pursue,
stil} further, his work of retaliation and annoy-
ance. Accordingly, on the night of the 30th,
Gen. Ryall, with five hundred and forty regu-
lars, fifty volunteer militia, and one hundred
and twenty Indians, crossed the Niagara, and
landed without opposition about two miles
from Black Rock. The events which then
took place will be found in full detail in Gen.
Ryall's letter:—

From Major Qencral Ryall to Licutenant
Qeneral Drummond.
Niagara, fronticr, near Fort Brie,
January 1st, 1814.

Sir,~TI have the honor to report to you,
that agreeably to the instructions contained
in your letter of the 29th ult, and your
general order of that day, to pass the river

3 % From brigadier-general M‘Clure to the Ame-
rican sccretary of war.
Head-quarters, Budalo,
Dec, 224, 1813,

B1r,—1I regret to be under the necessity of an-
wouncing to you the wmortifying intelligence of
the loss of Fort-Niagara. On the morning of the
19th instant, about four o’clock, the enemy cross-
«d the river at the Five mile Meadows in great
farce, consisting of regulars and Indians, who
made their way undiscovered to thr garrison,
which from the most correct information I can
sollect, was completely surprised. Our men were
acarly all asleep in their tents; the enemy rushe
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ed in, and commenced amost horrible slaughter.
Such as escaped the fury of the first contest, re-
tired to the old mess-house, where they kept up
a destructive fire ypon the enemy uutil a wans of”
ammunition compelled them to surrender. Al-
though our force was very inferior, and compari-
tively small indeed, I am iuduced to think that
the disaster is not attributable to any want of
troops, but to gross negicet in the commanding
oflicer of the fort, captain Leonard, in not pre~
paring, being ready, and looking out for the ex-
pe- - 1attack,

ave not been able to ascertain correetly the

r e ofkilled and wounded.  About 20 regu-



