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The author of " Waverley " îîossessed no
remarkable 1power of delinicating character,
thoughi lie could draw forcibly a single
passion or pecul iarity. F7urtherrnore,
his eye for nature wvas hiardly sucli
as to observe lier ini the glory and beauty
of poetic vision, but ail bis faculties were
quickened and rendered more poetical by
that spirit of the past, whicb of itself raised
bis tiionglits froîn the actual to the ideal,
tliat tlîis power of reviving Uic spirit of the
past wvas the prcdoiiating eletiient of
lus genius maly niot 01nlY be seen in bis
%works,l but inferrcd hy either tracingy tie
grovtl of that gcnius in bis oivn bistory,
or observing the effects wvii it left bchind

t.No%', to appropriate and reniew the
spirit of Uic past, beloîigs oniy to a genluis
whicli lias tbe dcpth and tborouglîness
that sloviess gives, and that ower of
seizingy stroi y a mental tact or habit
w'liciî inîpiies strengtlî and inIirness. A
reliable atbority ini literary miatters, Mr.
F. T1. Paigrave, lias described Scott>s
distinguisiîing qtialities iii ternis whîiicb
fully confirri nie in the view I bave t.aL,,t
of tlis îîiagnificent writer of romuance. " It
wouild be difflcuult to mnne another
instance of a mîixîd so habitually balanced
betven the real and Ille utîreal," says
MNr. lktlgrave, referrinig to Scout's genies.
l"I'biere bave been tbose wlîo biad, for
exaniple, a stronger grasp of pasi: ages;
bunt tbey have citbier coniprelîcîîded tlheîu
regrettiîîg, as Hallali) and Maaly; or
having distinctiy 1 reférired theni and
adopted Ulicir ways of tholuglît. l'c:ts,
again, hiave mlaîîîfested as great a, powver
as Scott over the actual anîd the preset,
as i3urîîes and Crabbe -but tiîey lind no
symlpatlîy witb ic h ast, or liave Cbosen
tlîeir stubjects in Oi~e past, as D)ryden iii
bis absand Byron iii his Plays, -but
thecirs %vas ai sinipl)e îîuetical expedient, miît
a .sympatbectic revival of former tinies ; or
they have iived inian idcai %vorld, a Shelley,
but tben that world wvas tieir o"'n creîtioni,
anid eîîtircly absorbled tii: or Uîicy have
b)elitcvved ini and repirocIu,(-cd, ihecir Owni ag1e
tçcgeItbcr Witlî long aniterior, as Miltonl, luit
then thecir olcier sujet atter .vas
relig 'ion; or, iii anotber way. as Sacpae
ilhey have recast ail ages iii their. own
minci or 'vere barely conscious of the
diffurence b)etwee) Ille nous, as Chanicer
and D)ante. But it %vil] strike evcmy rmader

how decidedly Scott's poctical conception
of tic past and bis relations to the present,
differ fromi those just enuinierated. As a
child of the critical eigbiteenth century,
and tic son of a slirewvd Scotch solicitor,
Scott %vas, on one side a bora sccptic
in romance, the nmiddle ages, and Jacobit-
ismî,-as a cadet of tue Scotts of Haydeni
and a manî of the strongest imiaginative
temiperamient, lie %vas likewise a boni
believer. For, not omîly lus wvritings,
wliicli iii the strictest sense reprodmce
bi:îuseif, but his life and cbaracter, present
a continuai haîf-conscious attempt at a
real and pracrical comupromise between
iliese eiemuemirs." Ia tbe details, wbat
struck bis contenî pora ries ivas plain brit
genmial conixnon sense ; in the %viole, what
strikes tbe later student is the îredoin.ii
ance of tlue poctical impulse.» Ir.
Paîgrave is perfectly correct so far as lie
goes. 1 have essayed to, trace thîe roots of
Scott's geius somiewhat furthuer, wvitb wbiat
succcss it is not for nie to say. Let me
conclude thîis portion of mv subject with
a general reniark on Scott and bis
%vritings. Fromi Scott's; earlicst years biis
genius fcd on tales of the past and Scoicbi
traditi:mi, and gre'v into conformity %vidî
tlbese; and the suai total of tbe effects of
his wvorks, alike in poeîry anîd iii his
prose, wvas to generate a nîedizevai, higb-
cliurch, mionarchuicil spirit, anud to surround
ail Scotlamîd %vitb sucb a, halo of romance
ilbat it becanie aIl classic ground. Let
me take the picasure of adding tbat lie
wvas a1 genius also Whlo joinied to lus grcât
talents the %vorîî of" a good, luonest, aild
honorable marn.

But of Scotland's ian>' bighly.gificd
sons, Burns %vas tbe nuiost richly enidoived
%vitlî the sacred fire of poctry. Hie ias
alike gifïed and ureched ; the glory and
the slîaîue of literature. As in gcneral the
higblest devel optuient of the Spirit of min
can lie attaimîed oniy wliiin ivs native teil-
dencies are ini barnîony witli externai iii-
fluemuces, so -%%as litrals UIl Very impuersoln.
ation of the mind of bis countrynueni,
cnidowecl, io'vcver, wildu a Spuirit wlîcse
vital action uvas poetic rapttîre, and wbirtb
mias tîued by the hind of nature bierseit to
firni iii symipatliv witb ail lier voices. 'l'le
mil harnmoay of lus genius fiowcd ituto liis
songs, of wliicl the renuark of ÏIir. Piît
uvas pre-einiently truc, thuat lic could thigîk
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