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MALRMION

Titeir iinarshriuled lines stretchcd erist and %vçst,
And fronited rtorth and south,

t And distant salit
Froua the Ioud c.a

S'ESCRJPTIVE passages of
equal force and beauty

aound ini Marmion.
bl'roughout the poem a

Swarlike spirit l)revails, and»
the din of batle is heard

~ ~ alimost incessantly. T'his
does not at ail surprise us,
as Scott was flot only a

Poet but an act ive soidier. On ail subjects
he ranks high as a I)ainter in words. In
a nature s0 warm, color was sure flot to be

Wvanting and the best judges have delared
that be possessed this gift in an emninent
degree. In Marmion as in the Lady of
the Lake, beautiful sunsets, rusbing rivers,
rgiu seas, and deep woodiand giades are

efrought before the reader with panoran-ic
e te. In bis hands nature is endowed

twîth life. Hc makes ber sympatbize with
the bunman drama, as for instance in tbe
l'res at tbe end of tbe Convent Canto,
Which are said to rival tbe opening of

be Wbiere exciting incidents aret
Wbaîtrayed bis Pen is equal to the task.

ltcan surpass for vivid force the Com-
bat 'If Jamnes Fitz-James with Roderick

areu and the battie of Flodden. Tbese
PIctures tbat none but truc gcnius

COJdPaint.
SCQfl 5 descriptions in Marmion are

'utc to the utmost degree. Tlhis is
el îustrated in Canto 1. wbere Marmion

eters the Castle. Tbere the minutest
su rcU stances are pictured to us in rapid

ecessirn.lese veavrius particlars in-

bave the effect of giving trutb and anima-
liQf the ict ure, and bring tbe scenes

e ur minds witb startling reality

I'tr uld we enter the Castie witb Lord
t'I aoro witb so thonougb an apprecia-

10 f the surroundings were any of the
irluetouches omitted. Again, whattold be more realistic tban bis descrip-

tfew If a Scottisb winter as given in these

Trhe heeefore the piucbing heaven,
TG heltered dale and clown rire driveu,

Were yet somne faded herbage pines,
A Yet a watery sunbeamn shines ;

tation prissed
tnnon mtuoth.

lu 1 eek îlespondency they eye
'l lie ,%itliere(l swarii auJ wiutry s1ky,
And far licuerit li theji sininmer bll,
Stiay sadly 1 )y Glenkinnon', ril
'lie shephlico shi fts h is nuant le 's foild

Ami wrttps Iiiii doser from the cclii
I 1is iogs fno nterry circles wheeI,
But, sh tvcring fol iow rit bis licel
A cowering glance the), ofteu cast,
As dl eper ut naiis tite gitltcintg I)ittst."
In Canto VI. the mode of describing the

une\pected meeting of Clare and De
WVilton is particularly fine. 'l'le poet
acknowledgcs bu, inability to paint such a
touching scene in these woids -

What skilfîtl Iijittier ere would choose
To paint the ratnliow's varying hues,
Unless to utortaih it were given
To clip his irîtsh in clyes of heax en ?

He regards the task< as even more diffi-
cuit titan an atteml)t to paint the rainbow.
At the same titie lis allusion to the
beautiful tints of the picture are stîfficient
to indicate its surpassing loveiiness. Tlhese,
and similar scenes, the poet delineates
with exquisite skili, but it is in the battie
of Flodden that bis genius soars to its
loftiest flight in the expression of sterra
patriotic feelings. From this point to the
end of the poem, there is flot an ordinary
line. Tlhere is a flight cf five or six hun-
dred verses througb which the reader is
carried forward with a rapidity of move-
ment, a spiendor of imagery and nobility
of sentiment, as bas seldom been attained
in our literature.

As an additionai ci-arin to the pocra
the author has thrown in by way of inci-
dent, severai beautiful nid ballads. Ini
these songs the flatre, rhyme and quaint-
ness of language and sentiment are used
with admirable effect, and the variation
thus afforded gives a pleasing break to the
monotony of the rbyming couplets.

Marînion abounds in beautiful passages
like the onies ailuded to and quoted, yet
it has fauits too glaring to be passed with-
out notice. There is a ]owness of tone
and vulgarity of sentiment in some pass-
ages whicb must be offensive to every
reader of delicate feeling, and which are
flot, for the inost part, redeerned by vigor
or picturesque effect.

Milla,


