
do under cîrcumstances of sinilar impotency
-tura the heart and voice towards3 Jehovah
in prayer, acknowledging tho absolute insuffi-
ciency of hiniseif and bis people ta do gny-
thing in the way of their own deliverance, and
earnestly beseeching God ta, corne ta their
help.

The answer 8eems ta, be cominunicated ta
Isaiah as Hezekiah is praying; and that
answer is suech as ought, ta encourage ail ta
seek God's help in times of threatened, danger
anci destruction; whether that danger be of a
physical and material character, as in the case
before us, or danger ta, aur moral and spirit-.
ual nature, through the power of temptation
-a danger more likely ta, threaten us than
destruction through war.

2. The lesson whîch lies aide by side with
this of prayer is taught by the conduet of the
Assyrian king and generals, the awful folly
and heinous sin of a man who rises up in
opposition ta God.

This folly la apparent ta, us, if we follow
reason itself. That the creature should resist
and appose the Creator; that a weak subject
sbould oppose an all-canquering sovereign;
that a mere babe should maise bis baud against,
the strong man, la the plaineat fally and mad-
ness ; and the sin of such conduot is no las
manifeat than the folly.

One form of this sin and folly is that which
is forbiddeu, in the third cominandruent,
"«Thou shalt noaL take the name of the Lord
tby God iu vain," and any one who does s0
ahould tbink of God, as addrsssing hum, iu the
worde of the 22nd verse, against wvhom hast
thou exa lied thy voîce? Whose naxae are yo-i
profaning, as yon mingle it, with laughter,
ribaldry and curses? There is no formi of sin
more unlimitedly foolish and fool-hardy than
that of profane swearing.

3.-The 28th verse illustrates the proverb
'< Mani proposes, but God disposes." The
king's plan looked ta, the destruction of Jeru-
salem, and the captivlty of the peoplè ; but he
bad reckoned without reference to God, or had
regarded Jehovali as ou bis own side, counting
hhm as of sinail importance ln any case. But
the death of the great body of bis troopa led
bini, as he and wve would say' ta change his
plans; butin reality (lod's book was in bis
nase, and bis bit iu bis niouth. The outward
circurustancee which irc us lin life and often

lead us ta change aur plans, are really God's;
directing and restraining power, of which wo
niay be unconsciaus, and which we xnay en-
tirely ignore. God neyer forces a mian ta a
choice between rigbt and wrong, but bis pro.
vidences are the directing influences in out-
ward and materials things ta a far greater ex-
tent than we know or acknowledge.

4.-The reference ta, David in the 34th verse
shows how a gooal man's influence niay long
survive bini. D)avid had been dead for more
than three buudred years, and yet he had
somnething te, do 'with the preservation of bis
capital frorn the destruction which threatened
it. The time would corne wben captivity
-would be the best way ta preserve the know-
ledge of God in leael; but as yet the pro-
mises mnade ta, David would be best fulfilled by
the preservation of independence ta, the na-
tion. That a au'is influence should reacli
forwsrd for ceuturies after bis death, aid, tend
ta, preserve a nation, seenis strange, and
ehould bo a niotiue ta right and goodness ; but
-we should also remember that badnesa is uet,
as far-reachingin its destructive and baneful
influences, and be, restrained from. sinful
courses.

&--The three verses wltb which the lesson
ends show the awfully tragie, results of blas-
phemy against, God. Firat, the destruction of
a great nrmy, by saine sudden and inexplica-
ble cause, attributed ta God's messeuger;
then, probably several yesrs aftcrwards, the
king's sudden and cruel death at the hands of
bis own sans. Such a nurder suggests wick-
educas as charaztaristie of the family. A good
father's influence cari hsxdly niake raurderers
of bis sons, although the contrast between the
character of a father and that of bis cbildren
xnay be very marked ; and the deed of these
sans, no niatter what the character of the
father rnay bave been, reveal, them. as mousters
of wickednfsl. Bath tragedies suggest tbede-
structive character of sin, especially thai of
blsspherny agaiDst Jéhovah.

QUSTiotMs. .
Wbat induced Sennacherib ta cease warring

again-t Judsh on a former occasibn? 2 Ki. 18:

In what way did Ilezekiah oppose tbis
second invasion? Vs. 1-4; 14-19.


