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in the Church of Christ, went down to Samaria
and preached Chyist unto them, and thero wag
great joy in that city. “But when they believed
Philip, preaching the things concerning the
Kingdow of Gud, and e name of Jesus Christ,
they were Dbaptized, both men and women.”
« Now when the Apostles which were at Jerusa-
lem heard that Samaria had received the Word
of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:
Who, when they were come down, prayed for
them that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
(for as yet he was fallen upon none of them:
only they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jusus) Then laid they their hands on
them, and they received tho Hoely Ghost.” Now
I consider that this ease, it there wero no other,
settles tho whole question. Here we have a
Deacon preaching and baptizing. This was all
he could do. He had no authority to lay ou
hands, or he would have doneit. And wehave
two Apostles sent, by the others who were at
Jerusalem, down to Samaria;—for what put-
pose? ‘To lay on hands upon those who had
been baptized by the Deacon. They possessed
a power which he did not. There was then a
ditference in the Christian ministry, as theve is
now. The Bishop from that period holding the
same authority as held by the Apostles; and
they, ever since, as we shall show, continuing the
sawe rite and practice in the Church. Here,
then, is what we mean by Confirmation—thc
laying on hauds of the Chief Pastor of the
Chwreh, upon those who have been baptized—
that they may receive the renewing and purify-
ing influence of the Huly Ghost. And here is
our authotity—the Word of God. But it may
be said this was only to coufer the extraordinary
influcnces of the Spirit; to enable them to pro-
pheey and speak in different languages, &e. We
fully and chgerfully admit that in the Apostolic
age of the Church, such results frequently fol-
lowed after the laving on of hands: But we
have no evidence that all, Loth men and wo-
men, who were baptized by Philip, and received
the laying on of lLands by the Apostles, pro-
phesied and spake with tongues. Even if they
did it would make no ditierence, nor in the least
degree weaken our argument.  They needed, as
all Christians do, the ordinary influences of the
Spirit, to strengthen them in their profession of
faith in Christ, to purify their hearts, and enable
them to persevere unto the end.  Without this,
they wonld have fallen away from the faith.
Now this they received at their Confirmation,
and if miraculous gifts were also given, it could
make no difference. For we find the latter
ceased after the Apostolic age; but the ordinary
gifts of the Spirit are always necessary, and
without which no man could ever become a sin-
cere and huwble follower of Christ, and be puri-
fied in heart. 'We might rest the whole ques-
tion on the case before us. But I proceed to
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other cases, and that Confirmation, or laying on
of hands, is considered by St. Paul as among
the very first principles of the doetrine of Chuist,
Tho case to which I refer is contained in the
19th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. On
a certain oceasion St. Paul visited 1Sphesus aned
found certain disciples there, when ho said unto
them, “IHave ye received the Holy Ghost since
ve believed?  And they said unto him, We
havo not so much as heard whether thero be
any Ioly Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto
what then were ye baptized?  Aund they said,
Unto John’s baptism.  Then eaid Paul, Jobn
verily baptized with tha baptism of repentance,
saying unto the people, that they should believo
on him which should come after him, that is,
on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they
were baptized in the namo of the Lord Josus.
Aud when Paul hiad laid his hands upon them,
the Iloly Ghost came on them; and they spake
with tongues and prophesied.”  Here then we
have, first, Christian baptism, and immediately
following, Confirmation, or the laying on of
hands, They were not baptized by St. Paul,
but by some other miunister, one who had not
the power to lay on hands, or he would no doubt
have done so. But St. Paul laid on Lis hands,
and they veceived the Holy Ghost. They re-
ceived the ordinary influences of the Spirit, for
these were necessary to make them true Chuis-
tians; and the extraordinary gifts, to enable
them to bear testimony to the truth of the :
claims of Clrist as the promised Messiab, These |
latter gifts were necessury, in many cascs, to
convince the Jew as well as attract the Gentile;
but this necessity having passed away, and the
days of miracles ceased, only the ordinary influ-
ences of the Spirit are now received by the lay-
ing on of hands. If they only had received
miraculous gifts, they would not of necessity be
Christians; but the desire of the Apostles was
to make them decided followers of Christ. Such
a practice is as binding upon us as it was upon
the carly Christians. We need, as much as
they, the rencwing influences of the Holy Ghost.
And we certainly can follow no safer guides than
those who were instructed by the Lord himself.
But St. Paul puts Lis own interpretation upon
his own acts, and clearly teaches us that this
rite was to be continued in the Church of Chuist
—that it was not simply to convey miraculous
gifts, but was necessary for all Christians who
wished to grow in grace and in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ. He classes it with the first
principles of the doctrine of Christ, and there-
fore it is necessary for all. A principle of the
religion of Christ cannot be set aside, for it must
lie at, the very foundation of Christian charac-
ter. And, if it formed such a basis, on which
the early disciples were to build their spivitual
edifice, it cannot be rejected by us. In address-
ing the Hebrews, he says, in his 6th chapter, in

I add to the argument, and show that there are i urging them to make greator and more rapid

L]
e - - . - N

T




