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J. B. ClARLESOY, of Quobee, has purchased
1,800 acres (6,000,000 feet) of spruce timber
stumpage from Lucius Packard, of Aubum, Mo.
Theland is situated in the township of Stoke,
on Windsor river.

. Firry-1wo cars loaded with hemlock bark on

a recont Monday stood on the track at Luding-
ton, Mich., awaiting shipment across the lake.
It is said that the homlock forests in that part
of ths stato aro being sacrificed for bark.

Forgst fircs are scattered through Maine.
About six square miles of the best timber land
on Doer Island, near Calais, wero burned ovor.
Another firo was started in Dayton, and 76
acresof plain and woodland was burned over.
Other fires are reported.

I is estimated that during tho last three
months-100,000 cords of bark havo been taken
from tho trees in the northwestorn part of Pen-
naylvania, and 120,000 feet of lumber has been
placod on tho yoarket. Wholesale alashing of
forcsts has beon going on on in Xrie, Warzen,
McKeon, Elk, Cameron, and Clinton counties.
Men who wero born and raised as lumbermen
say thoy never before knew the like of it.

Tux Northwestern Lomberman says :—~It has
beon urged that tho native pine forests in New
England may easily bo restored to a dignified
iluportance by o systematic-effort. Al over
this rogion aro found great tracts of light soil,
on plain and hillside, that is not worth cultivat-
ing for farm products, but which can be ade
availablo for pino growiug. Experiments re.
cently mado at tho Shaker sottlement at
" Enfield, Conn., havo had grstifying results,
sced planted in eandy soil in 1869 having
producod o denso growth of trees that are now
12 to 16 feot high. If thero aro conditions wi-
der which tho . growing.of forests can result
practically itis in such sectionsas that described
sbove. Where the land is naturally. adapted to
the growth of timber moro than for cther pur-
poses, it is strangothat cfforts in tho dircction of
troo-growing wero not mode carlier, so that
rosults couid have beon had at a time when thoy
would bo tho most acceptable, ’

Ix tho trecluss rogior between Ainsworth and
Spraguo, W. T., 1,000-young trees havo heen
sot out, fenced and boxed, aleng tho line of
track, and tho most of thom are doing woll,

Tugr Northweslern Lumberman says :—Lun.
boring in Kowatin, Canada, will be carried for-
ward on an oxtensivo scalo noxt winter,
stimulaved by the growing Qomand in Manitoba,
R. J. Shozt has somo latge contracts on hand,
and Hugh Sutherland intends to lumber ox-
tensively. D. Mather, of tho Kewatin mills,
will do a heavy business,

SAW DUST.

Tho Minneapolis Zribunc calls attention to
tho urgent necossity of some legislation to abate
the crying snwdust nuisases by which the chan.
nol of the upper Missiuippi is being choked up
much faster than all tho governmont dredgo
boats can clear it out. 'Tho Tribune saya that
“shree hundred thousand cords of sawduat ato
ar 1ally depositod in tho Mississippi river from
the eaws of tho Minneapolis mills.” The injury
dono to commerco oud the exponsocaused to the
government by this nccumulation of debris, are
almost incalculablo. Tho sawdust is dumped
recklossly into the river, floats for somo distance
below and finally sinking, forms into bars that
causo infinite auuoyanco and dangor to the
stoamboat men.  All this trouble and peril
could bo casily avoided Ly a law compelling the
saw mills of Mirnneapolis and all points above,
to consurao their dust in their own fites, Itis
of but little uso for Congress to appropriate
money for tho improvement of the river from
bolow as long as ths saw mills continue to fill it
up from above.—Lumberman’s Gazette,

HEMILOCK BARK.

Thero is a great scarcity of barks in many of
tho tanning distr:cts of Canada, which has
already caused several tanveries in Ontario to
close, and in other erts where it, is obtainable
tho price has advanzed _p_ont‘fderably, thus add-
ing to tho cost of manufacturing Jeather, but
what now concerns our tangers.most is tho
actual scarcity of thu bark supply, owing-to the
largo quantities whivh have of lato years been
exported to the United States. It is now bo.
ginning to be realized that our-hemlock forests
aro not inexhaustible, wnd that one of our fure-
most manufacturing intorests is liablo to suffer
from it at no distant day. Wo have previously
roforred to the heavy drain which the American
demand has cntailed upon tho hemlock re.
sources of this pravince, and somo of the load-
ing men iu the leather trade hero have ex-
prassed concern as to tho cffect which tho rapid
exhaustion of our bark supply will soon have
upon tho tanning industry of the Dominion.
Theo price of bark is up to $7.00 per cord in the
Eastern Townships, where only a few years ago
it could bo bought for about $3.50. Tho Amer-
ican market for bark is also advancing through
tho shrinkage 1 the Canadian supply, which
thoy have been drawing upon for years past,
and at the same timo have preserved their own
{orests.—2Afontrcal Gazetle.

NORWAY AND SOUTHERN PINE TESTS.

Referenco is made in a recont number of tho
Railway Gazelletotests of the relative strength of
Norway and southern pins for car building pur-
poses. At ameeting of the Mfaster Car Builders’
Association, Mr.-Davenport, of the Erie works,
cxhibited somoe specimens of the two kinds of
pine which had been submittod: to:tests on a
steelyard suspended in a framo for tha apecial
purpose. Therowore fivesjecimons of each var-
iety, cach ono inch squaro and 11} inches bo-
tween bearing points.  The pressuro was applied
in tho ceotre with the following results of
breaking . strain : southern. pine, 500, 510, 500,
490, 490, and 530 pounds; averago, 506 pounds.
Norway, 620, 615, 730, 650 and G630 pounds;
average, G35 pounds. )

Mr. Bisse), of-the Barney & Smith company,
of Dayton, Obio, also had some specimens test-
ed. "the following is n report of tho tests: A
number of apcdmonsiof_ Norway and southern
pino wero dressed oxactly.an inch. sguare, and
those wore broken in o testing maching by
placing them on bearings oao foot apart and the
weight in the centre, Tho southern pine bad

P

beon air scasoned for two yoars and upwards,
tho Norway 12 to 16 months, The woakest
southorn broke at 726 pounds, the strongest at
1,102 pounds; averago of oight apccimons of
southern pino pino 901 pounds. Tho weoakeat
Norway broke at 501 pounds, tho strongest at
790 pounds ; averago of ton spocimons of Nor.
way, 702 pounds, showing the southern pino to
bo 28.7 per cent. strongor than Norway, and
that & souihorn pino sill of 4x3 inches diwmen.
sions is oquivalent to a Norway sill of Gix8
inchos, with tho furthor advantage in favour of
tho southern pino that it can bo got much freer
of knots, and consoquontly strongor in compar.
ison than those figures show, whichare based on
clear timbor,

THE EBB AND FLOW OF PRICES,

Tho moro tho scason advances tho greater tho
difficulty becoimnes of forming a judgnent as to
the position of the trade atthe ond of it; for
nover porhaps wero opinjons on that point 1aoro
oqually divided nor more stoutly defonded. Wou
moot an influontial raau in the trade, perhaps
ropresonting a woll-known Swedish stock and
ills, who, on being interrogated as to thopros.
pects of tho fall trade shakes his head and
laments that things are looking bad for the
shippers just now; tho great east coast ports are
too woll supplied to increaso their engagemeonts
for this yoar, and small vessols are difticult to
obtain for fulfilling such orders as arestill in
hand, for places of loss note. Ho fears thero
will be a great glut in London, as *thoso Fin-
land fellows will sond their goods furward,
whether wantod or not,” and tbat the spring
trado is likaly to open badly for tho shippers.
Scarcoly havo you time to vonder over this view
of the situation when you run against tho re.
presentative member of an influential Canadian
houso, who, on your suggesting that things do
not look very well for tho maintenanco of prices,
expresses his surprise at your innocence, “‘ My
doar follow, look at the Canadian freights,
what a spring they have taken—T70s. to Liver-
pool and Glasgow! Do you think merchants
would pay that if thoy did not want the goods?
Take my word for it, yellow pine deals will
fotch at the public sales 10 to 16 per cent. more
this fall than they did last year.” And he adds,
perhaps, I only wish I had twico as much at
market as I have now.”

Thus each argues from his own point of view,
Sweden, up to the end of July,with heavy stocks
remaining on hand, had already shipped 42 per
cent, more this year than last insawn and man-
factured wood and morethan 50 per cent.of square
timber. Canada,.on the contrary, has shipped,
on the whole, say 15 to 20 per.cent, less thap,
dato for date, was done last year, andislooking
forward to s brisk demand for néxt year from
the moment the navigation opens,

1f welook around upon the:trade at home,
and compare thoe reports, it is equally difficult
to come- to any definite conclusion. Quebec
wide pino deals of first quality fetched at the
sale hy Singleton, Dunn & Co.,on tho20th Aug.,
at Grecnosk, from £24 to-£28 -per standard,
according to their width, the smallest prico be-
ing for 12 ft. 15x 8, and the highest 8s. 43d. per
cubic ft. (equal to: £27 168, 104d. por standard)
for.12 ft. 19:20x3, while fourth.yellow pine
deals, 12 ft, 11x 3, fetched within a fraction of
£8. But if we look at the prices which yellow
pino fetchod at the last London sales, we shall
aeo that, out of a largo assortment-offered on
both days, not one lot went as high as £2¢ per
standard. 1st bright Quebec12 to 14 ft. 3x9
and 10(good sizes) fetched but £16. Tho. best
price obtained was for some lower port (Bathe
urst) 1t quality 10 ta 20 ft, 3x 14 to 18, which
wont as high as £49 10s., while third quality of
similar dimensions brought no more than £8,
and ‘other.good useful sizes and lengths of this
quality wers s0ld at £2 astandard less, and 4ths
9 to 18ft. 3x11 to 16 in. wero knocked down at
£5, Take, say, only £4 out.of this for.freight,
landing charges, ront and broker’s- commission
(freight alonc would now be €3 10s,), and what
roturn does the importer get who paid probably
£310s, to £4 for them freo on board at tho ehip-
pibg port?

With theso things passing beforo our oyes, how
can we justify a beliof that the general market
s improving and prices gotting firmer? What

ia truc of onoe place or ong kind of wood is false,

it may be, If applied to auother. Glasgow, for
Instance, is a good market to soll yollow pino at
this time, but by tho tost of public sale London
is more favourablo for thoso who hav. occasion
tobuy it, Nor can wo say vory much in favor
of the spruce trade, which, though botter on the
wholo than it has been, is not steady at any
measurable advance, Quobes 1at quality regu.
lar sizes (12 and 13 ft. 3x 0 and 11) at £10 Bs,
can hardly bo considered other than cheap, for
they fetched that in the bad yoar 1876, Gt
John and Miramichi spruco are doing botter in
the London market pro rala, as they usod to bo
about 40s, to 50s. a standard bohind the Quobec
prices, and now appreach them much nearer;
but lower port batten sizes have beon recently
sold at prices varying from £5 Sa to £7 10s,,
according to quality, at tho public sales in Lon.
don, On the Clyde, pitch pino planks appear
to be very choap. 12 to 30 ft 9 to13x3 to, Bin.
at 1s, 03d. per cubic foot, at tho salo aforcsaid
at Groenock, is lowor than anything wo have
hoard of in London—£8 155, 4d, per Potersburg
standard, and while this kind of weod can be
had so reasonably it will bo difficult to force up
the prices of other kinds, especially while
the importation continucs on such an abundant
scale,

Cur frionds across tho Atlantic, thas is on the
Canadian sido, wonder why thoy cavaot get
better prices hora for theie apecialitios of pine
and spruce whon thoy are less plentiful than
they were last year and the shippors havo to
pay moro for them ; in fact tho t=ado is annual.
1y warned that thoy will have to pay dearer
for theso goods when the next scason
comes around ; but buysrs on this side, when
thoy have to go to market, find that they
can still supply themselves on as casy terms as
ovor, That thore is no appreciable advance on
yellow pinoin the London market this scason
has already been shown, yet the shipping from
Queboe, had fallen short in comparison of last
year up to th. 15th of August by more than
10,000 tons, which would represzent 13,000 to
14,000 loads of timber, Xvidently, therefore,
we ought to find those goods on tho rise hare
generally, and doubtless it would be so were-it
not for the constant influx of pitch pino to this
country, which, though surpassed in utility for
special purposes by many other kinds of fir, is
an oxcellent substitute for them all. Itscheap-
nees %1 a standing difficulty in the way of woods
that are_proferred to it realizing any thing more
than a very moderate profit, because any serious
advancs brings pitch pine into question, and it
is then found that Canadian pine is not so in-
dispensiblo as it was formerly thought.

That this is $he actual position of tho trado is
manifest in the largo importation of pitch pine
to Liverpool and Glasgow, that being tho only
stock that is seriously in access of'last year.
Very little doubt can be entertained but that
Canadian pino would almost fetch its own price
within any not very unreasonable limit, and

thing shows moro the esteem in which it is

d, whero first-class joiners’ work is in con.
stant requisition, than to sco best yellow pine
deals fetching, say, on the average of the most
useful sizes, £25 per standard, while the
‘same quality of pitch pino, in dimensions
scarcely less useful, not requiring to bo classified
on account of general good morcantile quality,
could be had at the same sale for leas than -£9.
Still thero is the fact that for overy other uso
but st which requires choice ioinery pitch
pino offers a strong opposition, net only to
Canadian hut to Swadish and Baliic sirabar as
well, and whilo it contiues to be sent into. this
country so plontifully, and at a prico within
overybody's reach, it will be very difficult fo
establish any advance upon the building timber
of other kinds either in Northern Europs or
America,

If the f. 0. b, rates that have ruled for this
season, and that they ave endeavouring to main-
tain still in Sweden with some misgivings, as
may bo gathered from our Stockholm letter in
last numbes, can be continued next-year:it is
as-mvch 2= the shippers can wish for,'and in
rospect of the home trade, let it bo 03 goad es it
will, we do not-soe thatthere are sny grounds
fo: expécting a goneral rise of prices whilo thy
sapply is go awplo and the prospects -of a large
increasenot by any weans fading awny.—Tsmier

) Trades Journal,



