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ALONE, YET NOT ALONE.

DiV iN. J. il. 'Aiv

P[ 'IERE was a geonfle ral> at tise deor cf ait etd iîiau'ii
lcottage, eue cola December niglit, by tise biaud cf a

stranger se:eking elieltur frum tise storm that rageai without.
Tho verseraible niais rose ivit dignity and grace beccming bis
sige anda isis nature, andi bi tise strasîger oenter.

IlYcu are aIl alente, " saisi tise strauîger to the cla sri, "I
perecive."

Il Alorie, assa isot aimne," sajid lie, ini a sbdîscî ansd sohetn
voce.

"WViat nisy 1 uisderstiund, mniaoe friessa, by ycîîr boit)(,
'sione, anti yet not ahoei? ' eniai tho strasîger.

"Sir," saia tise vouerablhe mari, fixinsg luis eycs tipers lus
stranger gucst, "lthis was once tise hsnte cf a hsappy faiuiiy ";
and tise clii mari arase aisnd lookea cut cf tise wiisdcw, as if te
hiss tise ceîng cf those lie loveai: but lis lseart seemed toc
fult for utteriace. lie stocai gazîng on tise darisuesa witisont;
but net a word he speke.

"lTell sie ycur tîtory," said tise stranges' to tise ionoiy
occupsat cf tise cottage.

A mcment cf ziience passeai, aud tison tise old reian sali:
"Many ycars aga tisese lived in thsis house a farnily whcse

hearts w-cr uii in t une. Thiere uscai to lie litre a geod andi
gi-nte m omau ; but aite is net bocre to.uigist, air "; andi tise
oid, seau wiiied tise falitag tear frein bits witbcred ciseele, and
againu walktd aima l. 'okeJ eut cf tise widuw un tise dark and
dit ary aiglît. Jteturiaitig te lais seat, ho fixeai hi. eý-es upon
tise blazitîg brandie ; and, after a issement's raedstatiun, turn.
ing tu the stiaîijer, lue tcaid . "Once tisero eare heru tisre
hssîîpy cisicî, but they are net liere te.usight, air ; assa
agahu, ho malkel ais1i iukid out cf tise witsduw. 'lAi, ase
wasa darliiig littie girl, %%aa Mary, with i-r briglit cyes, hier
geldi-n ris.gltt-, aiýd lier lu,% iiig littIe arms tîsat ie used te
îiirow art.uîd iny iseul ae I iase home front my woesk, tir! "
andi the big i-car etule d.%% rihi cheek. Ile coritinued "QIuOe
day whi-si 1 came boise, Mary w-as siche. Ber ejes w-ere
dui, bier cliieke w-cre fi-eri.sh; anti, sîr, se d-ied." And,
walking te tise Wsssduw, lio said: Sir, bisc lies cuder;
Lut it's toi) daîlk ta ,te.

"-Two lîttie bî3s wvcre ieft, air; anai yeu înay ho aure I
lci-ed thoni. Ouse day tute yuiugest msan skatisîg, eon tise ice,
aind it Iîî,.kc tsrougli, assd lie was swept away dewn tise
curresat of tise great rive-r, andai nasiver saw Lins agaiîs.
Ali air, Jiul,îsiay w-as a bi-autiftit boy. Tison my i-ji-ast, anda
oî.ly ciao kefi, i-sas scia. L w-sUs a strauge sieLnss ; and le
dicai tisere, las tisat curas-r cf tise scens, anai wuo buried hlm
aioug siitb «Masy, bit, jusst ever tise raie cos tisat sunny
ksîil; but it's tc dans te ai-e." Assd tise ola i uan siglieul as
lie wisalk-d te tise iinxdew, anda lueoked coit on tise viii], dark
niglît

" 1Thon Agies and I were ail alune here ; and tison se
peor wsusnan, c-ull neti standi up under sudsi blos. Sie
grew paie anda fi-eble ; aisd, sir, crie day seu laid dowu eon
tisat et, aund saisi sise w-as iset ivcIl. Sute grem, vory sick,
and tise aici-r saild aite nisst dile. Ansd se (lied, air ; and
w-e buricai 1er jeat ever tise ravine, alcng with %Viliie antd
~Iary." Andaisgain tIse ela i ats walked te the windcw, andi
looked eut uposu tise pitchîy d.ukness cf tIse nigist.

And tIse» lbe sat assa luekeai w ith teas--dimmeai eyes on tise
hiazisig tire et tise h-antis.

"Ncw, t3ir," taai lue, "lI ain ail tisait is left cf tise famiiv
First wcrit Mary te lier arigil-lusic, tisonJobnny ; tiien Wilh*o
aud Agnes, t.) iicet titni oii tic shisissg asore. \Ve are noar*ýy
ail gone. I aatalltisatil IfL'

Ansd lie waikoi aeccas the reosns, arid teck fnom its place,
ou tise seîf bi-aide the- cI'-k, thse elai family Bible, brewn
'with age, uitis tt'ar-n.aiks on5 nsaiiy a page. Hie laid it on
tise table. and saai :

IlStrang-r, Aguis a nda 1 use a te nad this hcuýk together
every night aud morsiiîig. XV read it te ojur chldron. Ncw
tisey are ait gesse awvay teo tise dlistant lansa, aud I amn left tu
read it alone. flere, stranger, I fi my ccmfort. It tolts me
cf a t-pir it-land, ic tells me cf Iscaven. 1 shah rneet my dcar
eues agaiu-my Agiýes, xny Willie, nsy Jchuny, mny 'Mary-
hy-au-by'"

Aud, as ho apeke cf that botter land, luis face lest its look-
cf sadîseas, bis eyca grew briglit with tIse isopes cf tise
Chiristin.

"Yes,"1 said he, Ilit will not be long. Mly lockio, étranger,
you sec, are getting whsite. I amn trernbiing now. I shall
seois lie down by tho aide of my loved wife and oildren, just
over thora on flic litie knoii; but I ahail hait tlsem whero they
whc moot al nover part."

And thse vencrable maut ceased to mourri. Iliï woeping wa,
turried into joy.

Se it in « ith us ail. Our tda3 s are passing ssway, oîîr lio%~
bave a short isistory. One after anothor leaves- this homion
uartis. Soon ail will be gone. O, huappy will it lie if wço al
mneet agairi! Estrth lias its ilîs, but hocaven it ais tben, ail.
Life lias its aorrcws, but iseaveis Nvill psy usg baci e ts o
eterrial, immnortai.

A SCENE FROM THE LIFE 0F THE
MISSIONARY GOBAI.

A MONG tise numerous pctty p)rinces wlio at tsait oric dis.
jputed betweon themnsolvcs tise scvereigssty cf AbyssiDia

tierce fends wero raging, at the peried of wlsîch we spoaki.
No eue feit secure of hi% life, for factioin aud discord bere rulezi
througlsout the country, and snany a peaeeful travel ler was put
to deatîs uncier the preteuce cf lus being a spy. Tise missicuary
Gobat, now Protestant Bishiop cf .Teruealemn, amossg etiiers,
liad te fly for his lite, le mas, iiideued, acquainted w-itl a
place cf refuge, and feit quite sure thait if it ossiy could lie
reac1 sed, bu iveuld be iu perfect ïaft;ty. On the sumrnit cf a
bigli and steel, rock stecd a conveut, Debra Dame by naine,
te whiei there bad formnerly beens a patis, k nuwn te but few,
and %very toilsacme, but perfectly Bafe. But tisis moide ut
access liad at tlis time been blecked up by tise siosks, whli
had plautted suds a quntity of psygrwglrusco
over the stops w-hidi ledt te it as speedîly te ebliterate ail
trace cf wvlsere they were. Another cozivent, iiiderd(, w aî
accu atter tiî built domun ini the vaiiey, but thse rnonks had
stili ne ninsd te hetray tise mode cf approaich te Debra Dame,
and wiieuever they went te and front te tiseir buiidiug-work sut
tise foot cf tise rock they causeai tiiemsd-ves te be let up and
down with a tope.

Gebat knew well tbait tisis was the only msentris by wlîich lie
could reacli tliis coveted place et safety, ansa theughs lie diii
net feel very hcpeful cf being able te avait luîmself cf it, hie
tscusght hoe must try it, as effering hlm the ossiy hepe cf
escape. As he wveit alessg tise narrcw vaiiey ekirtwng thse
heigsts cf Debra Danso, and leeked up at tise convernt tower.
in~ abeve him, ho caileai eut as leoua as lie îsessibly ceula fur
lîelp. Fivo monkls prcscràtiy appeareai at tise ellge cf tise Bteeji
rcck, asked lima what he wasuted, and 'alieu tisey Icarut that
lie m-as merely ondoavcuririg te escape front their common
focs, imisediately lot down tise repe. Gobat weund it
tigitiy round himi, claîibes d tsp -%itl betîs hands, and w-a
safely drawss te tise toi) cf tise rock, tisougis lie cftcn aisud-
dered wheu hoe felt lîissseif gettin-i tee near tise sharp, angle.
lar, justting eniges cf tise rugs4ed cîsif. Once on tise surmmit,
ho fait perfectiy ut rest. lie krsow that, tisesgh, tise wilai
hordes iii tise hostile chiefs' pnuy laid wasto fields ansd rmade
havoc cf homnes iu tise valleyq, nc lsarmi could cerne te hlm,
secure on lis lofty palace of shslter. Frcqueutly during bie
latter years bas Gobat receuistcd tîsis incident to his friendus,
peintirsg out at the samne ti me thsat j st as ho was in danger freai
a niertat foc wlseu ini tise vaiiey, and enly safe whe ouutii
ou a rochk, se wo liave ne sîcurity frem our deadly cucasies,
Satan, the merud, aud cur ewn cvii heatt, till we have e:sî*
braccai tise sheiter offered us on tise Rocke cf Ages-Je2lis
Cissist. We iurselves, with cur peor woak streugts, arc in-
capable cf ascendiug tise Reck; but tise migisty rope cf love,
cf that love hy whscls tise ]atiser draws men te tise Sois, m ilJ,
if we but accept tise oefli îelp, place ns in safoty by landi-
ing, us iu that si-cure refuge. Wn once tihe fot of cuir seul
isoistatioeod on tise Reck %vc are ia aafcty. Satan may rage
anda t.iraten, but it will be in vain. But eue tising w-o muet
hear in nsind, and tîsat is, tisat it lai eniy by abiding ou uur
Roeck tisat we are eafe. On that werd aubiae (;obat lias aiway.-à
heen la tise habit of espccially dvclirig. frcqueritly clcsiing
bis luving exhoertations with, these werde of tise Apostle Jlobr
lu his Psrst E-piatle :-" And ncw, littie children, ahîde in
Hlim; tisat wl-n Ho shial appear, w-e nsay have cenfidence,
and net ho asaned before llim at Ris ccn-.ing. JNT


