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ßut what is life ? Ii whiat dues it conIsist ? In! is a tine for etudy. A time to hegin, and a pro pr
its vast variety of funictionsq, so emibodied as to et iethod to pursue. iait whei that tiumo is, and wiat
in hiarnony, its end alone can, expound its cntity. that miiethodl is, aro probiclis, yot very iniperfectly
That end is iappiiiess. This is the ultinate of understool by imtanity. The tin ipritieip:aliy is the
life in tho aggregate, aod oi each of its indîvîdual subject of our attention at pres4ent. \\ o ait %alue
fuictions. lence the mlost life gives the inost aq uired abihty highly ; no dboubt on accouit of
happiness, anl ri r Vii. Thon to promote or im- iwhant it eot to obtain it. Stll ve can only assijgn
pair either, tierely promaotes or inpairs the other. it ai secondary position ; mli, in the l.anguqa1e of
it is not my intention, limier the proent circun. Scotland's bard, exclail .-
stanices, to enter into or dwell upon the inuîti:t of "Give ncie spark of naturc's firelife. lut we ail know fron experience tiat when That's ail tie leao r I desirewe have the bIt health u also eijoy the mriost
happiness. Then who vould naot be happy ? AIl, We gonecnally value things in proportion to what
if %vu conlit, is doubtless the unananious feeling they cost is. So health, bemug one of nature's
My reply is - we ail nay if we would, hereditary gifts, costs us nothing, is little valucd, and even
evils excepted. Health is the ntatur.d statu of the less thought of, till we lose it; then what would ve
iiaimaal, as well asof the other sublimely grand anl nlot give for its recovery ? But mnany wi be ready
variegated divisions of nature. Lake ail else, it to ask how ve arc to observe the laws by wieh
has its laws, viieh, if obeUyed, Vdll render it per- we arc governed, seeinag we kntow ntothîng of thelmn ?
feet fron tlic cradle tu thue rave; thesc laws even Collier says, " Carelessness can never be considrecd
require to be freauently violated, seriously to i- a alliation of thecrimies that too often spring from
pair it. BmIl and beast are sclomi delicate or it. ' Neither, we Bay, cai ignorance, especially

,siekly, except when rendered se by main. And has .whacnt the ncaus of acquiring knowledge are within
our generans Creator granted. lis best bleissiags to our reach. Soie msay say, ev cannot learn cvery.
the lower animais, but withliheld tlen fron os thing, anud that is truc ; but many of us mliglht
Such an ietoa is far fromt bcing cosaistent, and only lcarn a great deal more than ve Ido), bîth vith
nerits momentary consideration. Then it is foui- 'rofit and credit ta ourselves.

ish to becone sickly; for it deprives us of pleasure "Un, kncw thyself," is one of the precepts of
and allures every ill. It is the penalty we ara coin- the " 1Book o. Books." And my opinion is, if wve
pelled to pay for violating aid neglecting the laws cau learn anything at all, wvo should first divert
of our beingý, anid. all violation of aw is sin. our attention to ourselves, aid tien to the things

Tiien, seemng that a good physical constitution is by whichl we are surrounuled. Truc, we ara nlot
iniispensable to succ-ss, and the basis of indi- 1 ail gifted alike, and it is no mark of inability to
vidual greatuess, the firt years of our life shoull sec a child! dull and stylel a dunce; for inany of
be directed to laying the founidation of hcalth, the nost distinguished mci in every department or
whicl is tle foundation of happiness. It i3 a mis- literatire iai science have been reiiarkablo in
zaken ilea, yet entertained by manay, that educa. their chilulhood for their dullness and! incapacity to
tion, in order to be thoroughgl, should begin early. learn. To illustrate this, we may mntionl Sir
I speaik popularly, inot tuchimcally, for I admit edu- Isaac Newton, who says that, " lie vas inattentive
cation docs begin w ith the tirst impressions a child to study, and ranked very low in school until the
receives rom observation. ace of twelve." Napolcon is described by those

And! its first attempts to maninatain its equilibrium w-ho knew him well ii his childhood as "l havingon tue tiour, or articulate the fond inme of its ! gond health, but am other respects like other boys.
nother, are but efforts ta put ioto practice sote of Alfred the Gieat ig lia exception ta this rule. And,

it elementary learniing. But nature plaiily de-'not to niltiply exanples, Adan Clarke, wvhosr
clares that this is tint the prori, timLe for devoting talent, when at school, appeared ta be confinedl ta
the mind to the incessait labor of a scliolastie the rolling ai large stonecs, was in other respects a
ectication; that the faculties of the child nust be grievous uice.e We might also refer ta the boy.
pern'tted gra<hially to- increase iii streigth by ,hood of soine of the leading ien of our own day,
neanss of the exercise vhich the varied aspects of but it is it nccessary. We admit it is possible to
nature ami the companionip of its equaîls alord. develop the powers of a child so as to iake him
Let parents who desire their children to excel i i uit-strip-for a time-all his juvenile companions
intellectual attaiiments, and therefore urge ont in his acquisition of kiiowledge, yet, ultinately,
their feeble powers to iaster tasks to which they the actual amoant of knowledge possessed, and
are anything Lut equal, L aware how vainly they the iicaapacity of enlrging it, 1ill be snaller tian
strive. Sucih cannot le directed by propPr muo- if the dictates of nature were obeyed; for the
tives, ai' suppose their object is gined, it nay be powers of the mind are thus w orn ont long before
dearly bought. Those who run fastest at first not the pcriod at vhich, in other circîiuistaies, they
uinfreqiitly lose thl. race, aid the stone that is i would arrive at maturity: they becoiu incapable
hardest to polish often shines the hrightest. i of further exction when they should be in their

Of vliat avail are the most splendid acquire- highest vigoir. Siel inight be said ta live in ad-
nents, if they- are nade at the sacrifice of lcalth ; vance of his years, and at an age when his more

withoit wlaich they cannot be turined to good a- I juidicious companiins are in their prime, lis silvery
coâut, either for tlacir own benetit or for that of locks and carewornii appearauce foretell his fast ap-
others. -N maatter how high the polish, or grace- proaching fate.
fuli the aceoiplishmllenlt, if thI pIIyaical maaan is, No chili ougit ever, if possible, evein se a let-
male thicir slave. Asl we look arounId us, o'er the ter till lae is at leas. seven years old. ut whena
vast cxpaise of natire wve caninoaut fail to observe this septenianLal period has expi ed, tici it wvill bo
that order and regularty pervade the wholc. tiie eiough to begii t teach him tte alphabet.
Everythiig has its proper time of appearing. EveI 'lHe will now be able to iiuderstaind vhat lie is
-the tiniest lowcr that grows o the sunny slope of doing, and have a curiosity for learing which
some verdaut hill lias thtis less' stereotyped on would otierwise, through fainiliarity, never bave
its pctals :--This is the timie for nie. Then there been. This was the method of the mother of the -


