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of Abraham obtain mercy, even an everlnsting
salvation in Christ Jesus?

We desire to sympatinze with onr brethren in
India, who now ionrn the loes of thew honounred
fellow-lubourerer, the Iate Rev. J. Macdonald.
Qur beloved Free Church has lost in him a distin-
guished, Gaithtul wbourer, and the Chureh of
Christ universal, o bright aud shining star, whose
radinnce widl now be eternal nimong those who
have been honoured to turn muny to rizhtcous-
ness.  How mavy of our brightest luminaries have
ceased, during the past year, toshine inthe Church
miitant ! Surcly the cull is loud and pressing to
be everywhere ut tho throne of grace, secking
grace to ohey tho command : ¢ Pray ye the Lond
of the harvest, that he would raise up, qualify, aund
send forth lubourers ut home and ubroad.”™ ~ Apa-
thy or indifference here, will prove that we our-
sclves are sleeping the sleep of :moral Jeath.  ‘The
Lord give us grce to work while it is called to-day?
—Yours utlectionately, &e.

S et g s
ARRIVAL OF REV. MR. BURNS IN CHINA.
We have great- pleasure in announcing that,
through the good providence of God, onr beloved
" missionary, Me. Burus, has safely arrived in China.
The followinyg letter has just been received by the
‘Rev. Jumes Hamilton, tho Convener of the Fo-
ez Mission Committee :—
Hoxa Kouxe, Nov. 26th, 1847,

Dear Frieso,—~1n the great mercy of God, I
am ut length permitted to addeess sou from this far
distant shore, which we reached in safety ten days
ago, after a passage of fully five months, We had
# good deul of stormy weuther after reaching the
Cape, sud at intervals were detained by calms;
and, in the China Sca, u few days before our arri-
val here, we- were in not a littlo jeopardy from-a
tyfoon or hurricune, which raged for some hours
with amauzing fury, and was driving us very fast

-upon the lund, which, when the wind changed its
direction (as it most mercifully did about the mud-
dle of the storm), was not fur distaut. It pleased
God, in His abundant merey, to spare us, and to
bring us in peace to this our wished.for huven. I
hud many opyortunities on bourd the vessel of la-
bourmg for the good of the crew and passengors ;
and, since my urnval here, 1 have been encou-
raged by ﬁ“‘l“‘li some doors providentially opencd
for doing what X can in the imeantime, capeciaily
among our own countrymen. I preached once last
Lord's-day in the chapel connected with the Lon-
don Society’s Mission, and have beun asked to con-
tinue this service regulurly while X continue here.
A good many of our countrymen, I understand,
were present.  Daring the voyage I made some
progress in acquaintauce with Chinese, especially
u8 u written language ; and I am now endeavour-
ing to master the common epecch of the people
here, who generally use the Canton dinlect. An
acquaintance with tho language in this form of it
is of the first importance, as opening up one’s way,
not only to the people of Canton city, but to the
whole of the lower section of this vast empire. I
live closc to the London Society's Mission-house,
and cau have daily oppertunities of uniting in wor-
ship, conducted by native Christians; and this,
with other occasions of intercourse with the people,
is a great assistance which the first missionaries did
not enjoy. ‘The langu:gc, you well know, is very
peculiar ; and, I must add, with many who have
gone before me, it is difficult. The written lan-
guage does not teach what is spoken, and even
when yon know the spoken words, you cannot,
without knowing the local pronunciation, and still
harder without attaining certain peculiar intona-
tions, be sure of speaking so as to be understood.
The Chinese language fills but very poorly the
mouth of those who are accusiomed to the more
lengthened and weighty phraseology of our western
tongues. It isbut little I have seen of Chinas
population ; but even here, on land and sea, their
numbers, within the narrowed compass, are asto-
nishingly great. I have, as yet, had no intercourse
with them generally, but from the specimens we
meet with, in house-servants and tradesmen, &ec.,
they seem 2n intelligent and -interesting people.

1o me occasionally to learn alittlo English.  ‘Thev
are very apt scholam, except where met by souids
that ure foreym 10 thewr own language, and they
repay me in Chinese for all that 1 can give them
in this way.
1 have not yet scen much of the woral und spi-
ritual #tate of our counteymen here. I our part
of the town Lt Sabbath it was pretty quiet.  "The
only interruption to this which et my ears was
the din of the Chinese workinen siployed, as usual,
close to my lodiging in fitting up u Roman Catholie
Foundling Hospital! ‘The friends of the Gospel
here have generally welcomed wa very cordially,
und are ready to aid mie by every means m their
wower.  SSuty in regard to my finst days in flong
xoig, § may refer you for further particulary to
Mr. Gillespie, of the London Socicty, who, with
the family of another missionary (Mr. J. Strouach)
left ws a day or two agon the ** Manarch,” for
London. ‘Lheir departure was an utlecting scene,
aud to me not the least aflecting pant of it wasthe
missionary’s closing uddress in Chinese to tho in-
mautes of the Missionary lustitution, und the clo.
sing praycr of an esteemed nutive Christian teach-
er. In regard to my future plans of lahour, I can,
us yel, determiue nothing. 'Thie ficld which is
here open to me umong the British population, and
the facilities which 1 hers enjoy for ncqmring the
Canton dialect, determine my stay for a season at
least in Hong Kong. Further light will, I tmst,
be given us we udvance.  Dr. Halfour hus corres-
ponded with you ahout a medical missionary's
work. I feelat a low, after much thought and
conversation with him, what I ought to say on the
subject. Happy should I be to sce one capable of
speaking Chinese, and employed as a good physi-
cian, ministering to the wants of the people, tem-
porul and spiritual; but I believe he is right in
thinking thut without ut least one minister perma-
nently conjoined with him i his mediczl arrange.
ments, he conld effect little good of u spintual
kind ; and I do not feel at liberty to bind myselfin
such a way to a particular spot in this intennninable
harvest field. 1 may sce rewson—it mnay be even
soon—-to alter this view 3 but this is all the light 1
have at present. It will bo a cause of thankful-
ness when the Lord of the harvest sends uny of
His own servants from wmnong you to join us here.
But I need not way, send noue under the idea of
strengthening us by numbers. ‘Fhe natural and

and patiencs cven of those who ure most clearly
called of the Lord to enter on it. [ say not this to
.discourage any one. ‘The grace of our covenant
God aud Saviour is all-sufficient, and is eves equal
to the necessitics of His peaple 5 but it is right that
«ve should count the cost ; and living in this at-
mosphere of death we Aare nced to know, and
have access to the fountain of spiritual life.  Scot.
land, as you and we both feel at present, is slow
to part with her Gospel ministers ; und for this [am
thankful on her account, while I-1must lament it
for the suke of other less fuvouted lancs. May
the Lord soon multiply His own servants among
us so greatly, that the gain of the foreign chall not
be the loss of the home ficld, and may He deliver
my dear conntrymen from the sinn and the curse of
cleaving to ministers while they reject the Divine
Master!

I am very conveniently situated; and at mno

at expense as a boarder with a Mr. and Mrs.

ower, having beside me, within a range of a hun-
dred yards, Dr. Balfout’s house and the Mission
premises of the Loudon Missionary Society. Ien-
Joyed good health during the voyage, and our late
arrival here has brought us at a scason when the
climato is delightful, and quite invigorating. ¥ am
:greeably surprised by the appearsnce of Hong

ong—both the townand the situation. The lofty
encitcling hills and placd euclosed bay, studded
with British shipping, give the whole acens a pic-
turesque and a Aome aspect.

I shall not write further at present, but with
Christian to all friends, and trusting to be
continually borne on the hearts of God's people at
the Throns of Grace, expecting a's0 to hear from

you, I remain, ever yours, affectionate!

W 3’ Boars,

The Loy that waits on myself aud auather come

spiritual difficulties of the field will try the faith |.

8. —1 omntted to mention the solemn fact, that
before we reached the Cape, during a dark and
runy mght, one of the slup's crow. o young lad
from Rothsay, fell overboard and disappeared !
‘L'lug, with- many other circunmtances, minde our
voyw:ze n very solen one. w.C. B

Lather began the Reformation with buming
the Canon Law.  Neverthelesn, tlicre ie one point
much msisted on i it which well deserves your
serions consideration ; thot is, Restitution. Where
men have obtained nches without right, or have
heaped up wealth in any dishonest o criminal
way, a restitution .will be & aeceseary and essen-
tia) purt of that reventance which alono will fini
acceptance with heaven. The solemnnity of ttin
thought may stand like * an angel with a drawn
sword” in your way, when you mny be umler a
temptation to lewve the path of duty and go afier
* the wages of unrizhtecusnem."—Cotton Aather
10 Gentlemen of the Larw.

NOTICES,
HOME MISSION COMMI'T'TEE.

Our space does not allow us to give any report
of the Mcetings of the College and Howe Miwion
Commiittees, though the Minutes are now befure
ws.  I'resbyteties will be apprised of the distribu-
tion of Misionaries and Cutechists, for the period
intervening until the Meeting of Synoed, by the
Rev. Mr. Robb, of Hamilto., one of the Conveners.

Tho Home Mission Conunitteo mects in 4
Hasmilton, on the 10th May, at seven P. M.

—————————

COLLEGE COLLECTIONS.

‘The congregations in the Cobourg Presbyte
are reminded, thut all the subscriptious for the Col-
lege veere mudo payable ou the 15th of this month ;
aud all congregations who have not yet subscribed
ot paid to this important fuud, ure reminded that
the Synodical year ends with the month of May.
So the arrcars of other funds, whether 1{ome Mis-
sion, For:ign Mission, or Synod Fund, shouvld be
paid to the respective ‘I'reasurers in the course of
thix present mouth,

‘Toronts, 25th April, 1843.
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SYNOD.

The Synod of the Preabyterian Church of Canada
meets £t Toronto, on Wedneaday, the 21st day of
June next, to be openied with Sermon by the Kb‘
derator, at seven I'. M.

D e A

PRESBYTERY OF HAMILTON.

The Presbytery of Hamilton will meetin Knox's
Church there, on the sccond Wedneaday of May,

at 11 o'clock . x.
M. Y. STARK,
Bresbytery Clerk.

DONATIONS TO THE LISRARY OF XNOX'S COLLEGE:
The Rev. R. McCheyne's Works, from Mm.

Bumns, Toronto. _Also, ‘I'ucker’s Light of Nature,

from Mr. Thos. Nisbet, Toronto. '

Norice.—Catechists and Students of Knox's
College may expect a short letter from the Conve-
ver of the College Commiittee, in the next number
of-the Record, accordicg to instructions from the
Acting Committee.
h’l‘o b(:::nmrzlauml::severd eann:hmm.

ve received (00 late to appear in the present
number. 'We cannot promise a place to any artie
cle that is not forwarded before the 20th of the
morth preceding our publication.

Rexrrrances Receivep sixce oun Last—Belle-
ville ; J. F., Otonabee ; Dalhousie ; Lanatk ; To-
ronto ; W. H., Norval ; W. H., Streetsville ; J. R,
student ; W. M., Woolwich ; J. M:G., Pelham ;
St. Thomas ; V7. H., Beachville; W.W., London;
W. I, South Dorchwter; Hamilton. C



