
VIE (JANAIAN DAY-STAR.

acquainted with this hliddon book, this secret wvil1, for Our Part wo
nover did boliove, and noever eaui bolicve that tlîoo re any orfGoÙ's
secret or unirevellcd purposes, or plans, or promises out of harmony
withi, (iiot to spcak of coing directly opposed to) the often repeated
truthis of his rcve'dc<(l w iii.

Mr. Spurgeon iinay beliove ii) a doublc-willed, or dlotublc-inidcd
God if hlso but for our part wo -arc froc to confoss thiat weC
cannot. E ven a mobciuldan is unstable in ail his w'ays.

Wc would liko to miako a foev rcmnarks onl Mr. Spiir,-on's viows
of olection,ý thoe nature of thoe atoninoncit &o,; our Jimits forbid lis
hiowover fromi doing- this ut presont. Wc shial probably do so in~
Our nlext.

EXPOSITION.

"And Moses nido a serpent of brass, and put itupon a polo, and
it, cainc- to paiss, that if a serpent hiad bitteiî any mnan, whien hoe
belheld tho serpent of brass lio livcd." Numibors, xxi. 9.

Thoro aro soîne incidents iii Old Testament history whiehi 1-ery
strik'ing ly ihlustrato the înalady of sin, and the Divine romiedy re-
vealed in the Gospel.

Iu giving a short and practical expositior- of this pnasa-go, it is
important to notice, in the first place, the peculiar cireuistancos in
whichi the Israclitcs Nyero placed at the pcriod to w1 ihreference is
made in the piissa1gc.

God i'as displcased with themii ; they hiad provokced himii to anger.
Hie lhad delivered thein froîni the iron grasp of thocir onenios. 11-e
hiad givon thcmn visible manifestations of his power to proteet thoni,
and of his presence to bloss thiein. But notwithistanding ail thiat lic
liad done, and wvas doiiig, thoy spake agaist the God of their sal-
vation, and againist moses, the inla» wli God hiad sent to lead
thicîîî to the land flowing with iilk aind hioney. Thiey ivishied in
their heuarts thiat thicy w'cro baek agin inito the hlouse of bondage.
They hazd little or nîo faith in the promises of God, and the God of
promises. As a nccessary consequence of, and a punishiment for


