
CHURCH WORK.

of entering into this state. in con
sequence of this. From the firs
agers of Christianity, especially
luarriagce has been a solemn reigiotr
ceremeny. On openiugr your Prayeý
Book, you find provision 1, tha
the inarriagre shall be soleinnized bi
a laivful niinister, actingy as GOD
iepresentative ; 2, that duo car(
s3hall be talzen to prevent clandes.
tine marriagres; 3, that it bo donE
in the day imre; 4, that it ho cele-
brated in the Church. the House of
GoD, 1before whom. the coutractinrl
parties are te mako their covenant,
and in the preSGnce Of their friendS
and nigchbours. Banu is froini a
woyrd nmeaningr to proclaini. In this
country, a license procured froni
the State grenorally takes the place
of Baus, bondsmen being required
to grive security that thero is ne iin-
pediment, as far as they know. The
clergyman, too, is bound to use cau-
tion in his judgrment, where parties
are not known to hiirn. There is
no restriction as to the tine of day,
in Canada. In England excet by
special liconse, marriages can only
bo coiebrated batween 8 and IL) ;M
the rnormincr. This was eujoined
by the old Canons in ordqr to tako
away tho chance of a secret mnar.
riage at night, and persons were
requirod. to, cone, before they broke
their fast, thait so there niighit be no
suspicion of their iBtoxic-ition.

Impediment8. - Independently
of mental weakness gr ilnpote.6ncy,
these are, lst. Previons rnarriae
2nd. Relationship by blood or affin-
ity ; 3rd. Want of acge, if consent of
parents or gruardians be refusedl.

T7he place Î4 the Ohiure.-In t'ho
American Frayer Book, the words
were addeci, " or some proper
house." The Church is the fittest

-place to mnake a religriouis covenant,
t nâot only as preventing secret inrir-

niages, but also because there may
3 b3 greater reverence in those, iho
r corne te inake their vows before

LGOD.
TFriends and neighibours.-These
are relatives and acqiiaintancoýs. In

>the primitive Chutreh ton witnesses
* iore required, afterwai ds six, and
thex two. Two are nowv required

*besidos the minister.
The mnan, on the ri*qht hand.-

This is the place of honor, because,
the "hulisband is the head of the
)vife."

Tha -Preface.-T is. is a recital
of the origin L f niarriage, the caiises
for which iL mma ordained, and a
charge to reveal any impediinent, if
such bo known. This appeal is
made to the co-1gi'egation. Thon.
turning to the persons te ho mar-
rîe3d, the Priest solemnly, and in
words of the gravest import, charges
them to declare any impediment to
their union, if exis-ting, and wîarns
them of the unl-awfulness of their
marriagre if thev are hreaking the
law Of GOD. The utroost precau-
Lions having now been taken by the
Ch Oich to prevent an iinlawiful mar-
Miage, ive nowv proceed to the Ilsol-
exuin compact."

THE MUTUAL ZONSENT.
The first stop is to " ask the mu-

tuai consent of the parties."
llebekah's fniends'asked hier congent
(Gan. xxiv. 50O). IL was the es
tom among the Romans fer each to
ask of the other. In Christian
marriage the Priest asks as the ne-
presenUtative Of GQD, that so the
answor may be mnade as to GOD hirn-
self.* The question is put to each,
and the duties are pointed ont.
They are-,1. Love. (Eph. V. 25.)


