
the great succese our Order bats attalned. 1
was tendared every courtesy while at the
main office iu Toronto. The Supreme Chief
Ranger and Supreme 8ecretary, J. A. McGil-
livray were tireless in ehowing me the nieth-
ode of thair business. and 1 arn happy Vo state
that I found the affaire of ail Mie depart-
mente iu excellent ccndition. One matter
which 1 found in exarni.ning the Great l3ri-
tain branch was that the mt:inbersbip there
pay a mouthly premium of about 20 per cent.
more than wa do here in New Jersey, or in
Canada. This increase of Vhe rate collected
in England, Irali md, Scotland ana Wales
will, withîn two years, pay th e entire expense
of starting and plauting the Order there, and

lyears t-i corne mgill be a source of great
profit and a valuabla source of revenue to 1 he
Order in general. As Vo the finances of this
staVe, I would respectfuUly call your attention
Vo the report of the High Secretary, which
will show you the remaricable succees in this
departinent that we have had during my
terzn, for wrbich I feel justly proud, and 1
congratulate you on it.

Before closing thie report, I would subniit
the following suggestions for your coneider-
aion:;

First.-That the incorning Higli Standing
Committea ha given full power to puish for-
ward the ortanizing work iu our jurisdiction,
and if possib'e to secure the co-cperation of
the Suprerne Executive Committea iu this
work.

Sacond.-That Vhe Hfigh Standing Commit-
tee ba authorized Vo provide for distribution
and sale, as they rnay think necessary, a
suppiy of literature sirnilar to the pamphlets
now used iu this state.

Third--That the Hligh Court present Vo
everyrnember lu our jurisdiction, whobrings
into the Order at least &-x new members be-
fore the first of neit February, a gold badge
elmilar Vo those given Iast year.

Fourth.-Tbat Vhe High Court dues be in-
creasedl Vo fifty cents par year, so that the
Higli Stundling Coninittee can employ comn-
patent Ealaried deputies to work among Vhe
weak courts iu the sts.Ve, and assist their
members Vo increasa Vhe rnembership of th,i
weak courts, stimulating them. and -,Aius
rnaking themn self-supporting, and a credit Vo
the Order.

A&nd now, brethren, permit me Vo tbank
you for Vhe honor you ha-ve bestowed upon
me. In returning Vo your cars Vhe trust thus
bostowed upon me, permit me Vo assure you
that rny desire bas beau to carry ont Vhe
duties of Vhe high office to the beet of my
ability.

"Mile Vo err is human, kindly consider
wbe.tever mist,%kes 1 have made due Vo the
la', and noV from the heart.

Wishing for our Order continued prosper-
ity, and for our brothers long 111e and renew-
ed activity in thair work for the I.- O.F.

I arn yours in the bonds of Liberty, Ben-
evolence ana Concord,

CONRAID B. BENN1-Mrr
Higs CIief Ra'nger,

New ,Tesy.

The High Secretary, IBro. Jas. C. Calvert,
eubmittedt his report. ILehowed:

Courts at last meeting ............. 37
Courts since instituted ............. il1

Total Courts.......... ........ 48
Memnbership reporteil at last meeting... 1,815
Mernbership July let, 1896........... 3,008

Increase since last meeting...1,193
The report of the High Treasurer, Bro.

.Arthur 0. Wenzel, ehowed z-
Total receipte .................. $2,603 53
Total expenditure................1.:317 14

Balance............ ....... $1.280 39
STÂTE 0F TEE ORDER.

Your Cornrittee on State of the Qider re-
spectfually report:-

The condition of Forestry in the State of
New Jersey, especially as shown by the re-
ports of the High Secretary and High Treas-
mter, is a source of great satisfaction Vo al

who bave the good of lhe Order at beart.
The unprecedented increase in memberéhip,

being larger in maembership and in percent-
age tlan ever before, proves that the bene-fit.9
of Forestry are being made known through
the activity of the oi members, and are re-
ceiving that apprecis.tiou which is due thein,

That the ei>.nest ebdeavors of the officers
and membce1.s will continue your committee
has every reason Vo believe, and they there-
fore report that the prospects of the Order
are brighter than they have beeu since the
first court was organized in this, State.

The Treasurer'e report, however, showed,
that in the midet of thie general prosperity
there were Vo be fouud instinces of singular
and unaccouritable remissions on the part of
subordinate courts.

That 10 per cent. of the rnoneys due the
High Secretary should be unpaid at any time,
je a rnatter showing neglect or indifference,
or au ixnpoverishezi condition of the delin-
quent courts.

Thie le a niatter to which your committee
deeni it prudent to call the respectful and
urgent attention of the High Court. The
remedy je, rot suggested here, but should be
before the High Court, adjourns.

The statistics of the Order show that 1, 193
new niembers have joined our Order iu the
past 15 monthe; Il new courts have been iu-
stituted; so that we bave 418 courts, with a

rnrbersbip of 3,M0.
We heartily concur with the High Chief

Ranger in bis recommendation that deputies
be appointed Vo visit the '%veaker courte and
ascertain wbat the difficulties are, ard de-
vise ways and means whereby they can be
etrengthened mimer! cally and fIna ci ally.

There are other mcatters Vo which your
commîttee bave given sorne attentàon, but as
they are of a dehateable nature, and wll
corne before the High Court fpr action, it ie
not deemed, ad .'sable Vo inake any reconi-
mandations with reference to them.

Respectfmufy submitted in L., B. and C.,
CE.&s. C. MOBRIDR,

Clrairmaz of CommiUtes,

- I
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