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The ome and Foreign Vecord, :

Kov

THE SUPERINTENDENGE OF THE YOURG OF
THE GHURGH,

ESPECIALLY OF THOSE CHANGING THLIR
PLACES OF RESIDENCE.

The younz have always formed a portion
of the Church of God. The Lord said
unto Abraham, ¢TI will establish my coven-
ant between me and thee and thy seed after
thee in their generations for an everlasting
covenant to he o God unto thee and 1o thy
seed after thee ’ (Gen xvii. 7) Jesns said
unto his disciples, ¢ Suffer little ehillren 1o
come unto me, and forhid them not; for of
such is the kingdom of God’ (Mark x. 14).
Peter preached unto the multitude on the
day of Penvecost, ¢ The promise is unto
you and to your children, and to all that
are afar off, even as many as the Lord oar
God shall eall’ (Actsii 39). In accord-
ance with these Seripture testimonies, our
Confession of Faith says, ¢ The Visible
Church consists of all those throughout the
world that yrofess the true religion, together
with their children’ (Chap. xxv. 2)

o In virtue of this relation of the children
to the Church, and as the outward tohen of
Jt, circwncision, which was required of
Abraham, as a sign of the everlasting cov-
.enant which God had established with him,
‘was enjuined 10 be also administered to
~every man-child of Abrabam’s postenty.
dGen. svii. 10-13.)  That change of nature
and of relativn to God, which circameision
denoted under the Abrahamic covenant,
baptism denotes under the Gospel. ¢ Go ye
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
nare of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost® (Matr. xxviii. 19). But
in Christ Jesus there is no distinction be-
tween mule and female, any more than he-
tween bond and free.  (Gal. iii. 28.) Bap-
tism, and every spiritual privilege belongs
equally to the female as to the male, and
all analogy suggests, apart from other con-
siderations, a «orresponding application
and extension of the initiating ordinance to
the children of believing parents, under the
Gospel.  That the child of a buicving
parent, whether male or female stands in a
special relation to the Church, is certain
from the reasoning of the apostle. ¢ For
the unbelieving husband is sanctified by
the (believing) wife, and the unlelicving
wife is sanctified by the (believing) hus-
band: eclse were your children unclean;
but now are they holy’ (1 Cor.\&. 14)
As to the practice of the apostles, four in-
stances are recorded in which families vr
houscholds were baptized, three of these on
the profession of faith by the head of the
tamily ,—viz. those of Cornelius (Acts X,
22, 48, xi. 14{, ot Lydia (Acts xvi 14, 13),
and of the jador at Philippi (Acts xvi. 31,
33),—and the fourth that of Stephanas (1

Cor. i. 16). Comd we read such arcoun:y
in the reports of any modern Chriviyg
mission, and imaginc or «em it probaty,
that in none of tnese hous liolds th 1 wye
any children? Accordingly, our Corfes gy
of Faith lays down the position, ‘ Not ya's
those that do actually profess fuith w ..,
obedience unto Christ, but also the vt
of one or hoth believing parents we to U,
baptized ’ (Chap. xxviii. 4).

This relation of the young to the Church
gives them special claims upon hier inter
and eure, and the circaimstances of vl
society call for her increasing solivinl |
and watchfuluess for their spiritual welfir,
‘The subject having been brought furnia)l,
betore Synod of 1872 by an overtare fron
the Presbytery of Edinbursh for the ‘super.
intendence of younu persons chaniing tie s
places of residence,’ the overture was rent.
ted to presbyteries tor their carcfal cons.
eration, and a special cominittee way g
pointed to bring up a maturely digested
rerort.  This report was presented to la
Synod, with a detailed scheme for te
attainmentof the object, which was adoptd
ad inte,im.  To carry out the olject, the
universal ci-operation of the preshyteris,
and still more of the sessions, of the Churdy
is requisite, Its importance is preat al
urgent. It concerns al the yuung, and
therefore all the fimilics of the Churh,
and all who are interested in the guardia
ship and welfare of the rising generatier
That the grounds and provisions of the
scheme may obtain the fullest publi i
wmong the members as well as the offi
hearers of the Church, the greater part of
the Committee’s report is sulijoined .~

The radical principle of sach superinter-
dence is that baptisin constitutes member
ship with the Visible Church, and theref »
that every child received into the Churh
by baptism is therehy constituted & men-
ber of it, and placed under the care of i
overseers, on whom thenceforth the ohliza
tion rests to look after amid promote ¢
spiritual welfare, with duc regawd 1o e
prior and higher authority and vhlizatis
of the parent to seck that end.  Thisprs
ciple is formally embodied in the rulesef
our Church rclative to memberhip and
discipline, as the following extraets shes-
¢ The members of a congregarion are
persous, male and female, who have hwn
receivéd into full commuuion.  In theseme
of enjoying the superintenlence of
Church, the children of members are 80
members of it’ (Chap. dii. scc 3, RV
‘The proper swljects of discipline are
Churdi membiers. It embraces not or's
members in full commnnion, hut also b
tized children who are hearers in the ehumh
and have arrived at an age at which 1bet
are responsible to sodiety * (Chap i ser 2
R.3). Siill more explicitly, aud for ‘the




