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Chureh of the Lower Provinces of British
North America.,” The importance of the
service of praise is admitied by all. The
Synod has of late years endeavoured to
foster & healthy taste for sacred musie, and
its efforts have to some extent been crowned
with suceess. The admirable collection
under our hand is one striking proof of the
adveunce which has been made.

Hitherto our choirs and singers had to
use a large number of music books, cach
containing but a few tunes suitable for our
church services. ‘This involved trouble and
much expense. Now, all this i3 obviated,
for the “ Choir” contains all, or neatly ali
the popular favorites, besides a very many
new pieces of & high order. And the price
i380 moderate that there can be no com-
plaint on that score. Here we have 487
tuges and anthems, covering 213 pages,
pinted in a style of rare beauty, on excel-
lent paper, for the very moderate price of
69 cents each, when purchased by the
dozen.

It is hoped that the substitution of words
from the Psalms, whenever practicable, for
the Hymns used in all the music books pre-
viously circulated among us, will be re-
[ cerded by the church as a great improve-
BB mot. Thus each Psalm will become as-
@E sociated with suitable melodies, and the
R People will be prepared to join in the sing-
B iy with greater skill and heart. The
B poculiar metre tuncs, and the few carefully
g% scleted longer pieces cannot fail to in-
) crease the attractions of this Book for all
B vho take pleasurc in practising sacred vo-
§ ol music.

The “ Choir” is the resalt of much pa-
BB teut labour on the part of the Synod’s
% Committee on Psalmody, and to the gen-
W temen who formed this Committes the
B gateful acknowledgments of the whole
W church are due. The names of Charles
@@ Robson, Bsq., Halifax, and James Hep-
8 bum, Esq., Pictou, deserve special mention
g inconnection with the preparation of this
IR Book. :

B And now that we have the Book let us
B make the most of it. Our young people
¥2 thould be taught to read musical notation
P ¢ they read the words of a Hymn or

Psalm. It is very rare indeed that a man
or woman is found in any of our congre-
gations that cannot sing if properly tanght,
and if impressed with a duc sense of the
importance of praising the Lord for his
goodness and for his wonderful works unto
the chiliren of men. A copy of the
“Choir”” should be in every family and
every pew. Church choirs will no doubt
adopt it and use it throughout the whole
extent of the Lower Provinces; bug it
should reach beyond the members of choirs,
to everyone who sings and everyone who
should sing in the congregation. In con-
ducting family worship it will also be found
of great use. We hope that Scssions and
Presbyteries will in future pay greater at-
tention to the service of Praise, that our
people may be led to sing with the under-
standing as well as with the Zeaxt, and to
sing skilfully,

Ah, who should sing if not the christian
people of this glorious christian church!
Our highest efforts will fall far short of the
noble words to which we attune our voices.
As we sing God’s praises in God’s own
words, how careful should we be to sing not
slovenly, bunglingly, lazily, discordantly,
carelessly, as too often happens,—but earn-
nestly, skilfully, harmoniously, heartily
and sweetly. Singing God’s praises brings
us nearer to the exercises of Heaven than any
other service in’ which we can engage on
earth. How important then that due at-
tention should be paid to this part of Di-
vine Worship, and that our congregations.
should be trained intelligently to do their
duty! The means are now well nigh with.-
in the reach of all. Let it not be jsaid that
these means are to be persistently and blind--
ly rejected.

‘We have only to add that the Choir is.
for sale by the publishers, A, & W. Mac--
kinlay, Granville Street, Halifax.

ST
Madagascar.

The progress which the cause of Christ.
has of late made on this island is truly re-
markable. At the beginning of the pre.-
sent year there were no less than 20,951.
church members; 1,986 native teachers..
The work is still moving ex,




