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composition, known as rhetorie, with the
rules of wliich 1 have at present nothing
to do, except in so far as I may be able
to apply them in the course of this essay.
Its remote and primitive signification is
the art of correctly exp)ressing visible
objects and invisible thoughts through
the use of a medium apparentty the most
inadequate conceiva hie for that purpose.
This nmedium, 1 need not tell you, con-
sists in the symbols known as the alpha-
bet ; and it is to the con sideration of this
wonderful invention, if invention it can
be deemed, that I now solicit your atten-
tion. It is so small that it vau be con-
tained on the surface of a ten cent piece,
yet so elastie and expansive that it can
be and is actuaily spread over the sur-
face of the earth. It may be com pared to
the burning bush seen by Moses in the
desert, diffusing light, warmith and com-
fort ail aronnd, yet remaining uncon-
sumed and inconsumnable; or with equal
propriety it mnay be likened to the sacred
fire, which, according to heathen inytho-
Jogy, Prometheus stole froin the gods.
Where would be the boa-ted civilization
of the present, and of ail preceeding cen-
turies without that magic littie talisman ?
We have only to giance at the savage to
answer the question. H-is accomyplish-
ments, in the sphere of educýation, are
confined wit.hin the narrowest limits. lHe
may excel in the chase or in the use of
the bow; he may exhibit more or less
skili in the construction of 4L canoe, i11
the elegarit carving of a war-club, or in
the manufacture of a snow-rhoe ; but
there is the extent, the Ultina Thule of
bis acqui rei nents an d accom piish ments.

I have already remarked that the al-
phabet is one of the principal, if not the
chief root of the tree of knowledge, whose
branches extend over a large portion of
the habitable globe. Its perennial leave,;
distil the dew of science, and its fruit is
regnognized in the marvellous and vani-
ed works accomplished by human skili
and industry. But if the výast majority
of its beautiful leaves distil the honey
of wisdom, there is also a large minorn-
ty, no less beautiful, that are impregna-
ted with the poison of imimorulity and
unhelief. Against these pernicious and
soul destroyirig leaves it is not my pro-
vince to sound the alarm, lest fascinated
by their insinuating style, you should
lie teumpted, ini an evil hour, to qtrpelh

forth the hand and gras p; for it is writ-
ten: " In whatsoever day thou eatest
this forbidden fruit, thou shait surely
die."

MNany learnied theories have been set
aflat to account for the origin, and to
discover the iinventor of the alphabet. We
learn that ('admnus brought it from Egypt
into Greece. But that is no proof of his
being the inventor. At most he could
have invented no more than the symbols
or characters used, by the Greeks. Nei-
ther can it fiairly be ascribed to, Enoch.
For although he is the first on record to
have wnitten a book> the art of writing
mnust las been known previous to hieS
day; for a book without readers would
have been then as now, a dead loss. That
the art of writing must have been known
to man at a very early date is proved
from the high civitization of those pri-
mitive times.

The hum an -ace had then acquired at
know'iedge of the use of the diffexent me-
tais. They had at.tained to considerable
proficiency in the knowledge of music
and in the manufacture of musical instru-
ments, circumstances, which tho' afford-
ing no poitive, yet furnish indirect
proof that the art of writing in some
form , was known. The tnost natural sys-
tem that a man ignorant of the alphabet.
could adolpt, would be the image of the
objeet desired. If. he required his neigh-
bor's axe, and hie messenger ha-ppened to

ba deaf mute, lie would naturally drawv
the image of' an axe on eome clean sur-
fhce, and thus obtain thAe ob .ect wanted.
He would neyer dream of) mnaking an
image of the sound caused by the mere
uttering of.the word. Hie could itot form
an intelligible fac-simile of a thing that
iiâ at once invisible, impalpable and in-
tangible. That such images however have
been and are stili ext-ensively eniptoyed,
is perfectly true.

The Chinese and Japanese use over
40,000 characters to express very inade-
quately their thoughts; and as new ideias
are constanItly occurring, these hierogly-
phies miust naturalyageti h u
me ratio. alyagetith -

As mnan therefore neyer eau and neyer
could, produce a sensible image of an
abstraction, such as virtue, vice, hiap-
piness, etc., we are reduced to the neces-
sity of concluding, I may say, almost
Of beli4-vitig t1hat his i<noiwlr'gec of the,


