
THE CANADA FARMER.

General Characteristice of Brahmas.

The corrcet standard ta which both Dark and
L!ght varictics of the Brahmas shouhld be bred te,
has heno the cause of considerable difference between
fanciers of this brect. lI both varictics the size,
shapu and carriage sliuld be preciacly alike, as arc
thu different varieties of Cochîns, only difrerng i
color, li England teic Light varicty are net so large
as the Dark, mn this country they surpass the Dark
in inany cases, but are not so ivell shaped, and are
coarser it boite. beveral English fanciers have re.
cently procured fron breeders.in the United States
birds of the Light varicty to cross with thcir stock
birds, Mie resuit of hich las becu a grent gain in
size, and it eitly needs jutigmnit in înatiug and tare
ii rcaring to brccd them larger titan the Dark. A ful.
grown cock of cither breced cannot be regarded au tit
te exhibition standard if lie weigis lCss tian twelve
pounds, while liens should weigh eight te ton pounes.
Cockerels, six inonths old, should weigh fron seven to
nine poituds, and puilets six to ciglit pounds. Tiese
arc very good weiglts, and for all practical it poses
arc te be preferred to licavier, but tlcy will oftei be
excecded, and cocks have been known te have reacli.
ed fifteei, sixteen and in an extreme case even cigltecn
pounds, while many liens have turned tho scale on
twelve pounds. There can be tin donbt then that
the Brahma may be made te attaim a greater weiglit
than any other breed, net excepting the Cochin.
The hiead of the cock cannot bc too small in propor.
tien te the body. This point is net casy te attaim,
and is of great value as a sign of high brecding,
being generally acconpanied by fincness of ficsh.
the top of the head should be rather wide, with a
sligltt fulness of the eye, but not so much as te cause
a cruel or Malayexpression. The wholc head should
be rather short, and well arched ; a long head look-
ing ncan, and disfiguring many othorwise fine birds.
The comb-known as a pea comb-is peculiar, but is
simply described as resembling thrce small combs
joined into one, the centre one being higher than the
two outside. It is very diflicult, in thei cock os.
pecially, to get this point te perfection. Nu pure
strain ought te breed a solitary comb in which the
peculiar triple character is net perfectly distinct;
but there is a constant tendency te grow too large or
crooked or otherwiso mis.shapen comb, which requires
te be guarded against like any other fault, if even
tolerable symmetry be desired. In a perfect comb,
the centre ridge should he absolutely straight, and
the whole so low as te be perfectly firm and froc from
shaking, hnwever quickly the bird moves bis head-
A comb hialf an inch in height is preferable, but even
threc quarters, if straight and well shaped, makes a
heautiful comb ;above that there is a tendency te get-
ting too large. With regard te tho shapo of the
comb, the original was a uniform rise from the front
tuwards the back, ending in a peak somewhat liko the
Ianburg, though net so sharp or well defined. The
arched comb is now aMiost cverywhere preferred te
the peaked, and uay be thus described,-after rising
for lialf or two-thirds of its length,-decreases
again towards the back, thus forming,a kmd of arch ;
this form of comb net only looks better te the cye,
but is far more likely te breed -well than the other,
which lias a tendency te grow large cach suçcessivo
generation. Single combed Light Brahmae, once se
iumerous, are now net te bo found in good yards
and stand no chance whatever at a show. Tho comb
shouild be liandsomely set above ; neat and clean cut
nostrils;the beak beng rather short, thick at the base,
and with rather a decided curve ; but net te much
curvatutro or it will be what is termed à haWk-bill,
a great blemisht, which gives a sinister aspect te
the bird. li all the original Brahmas the deaf
cars fell below the wattles, and this point was mon.
tioncd by early writers as a charactçristic of lte
brced. It is often seen se still, and the perpetua-
tion of this point should be carefully sought, as far as

possible. The neck of the cock should be unusutally
full iu the hackle, and as iieli arched as possible,
giving the appearance of stately pride. Just below
thelicad, the hacklo should start out with a very
convex and clean sweep, muaking the junction at the
lend very distinct by an apparent hollow or deprcs.
sien. It should be long, and full enough to flow well
over the back and shoulders ; and with its full nud
graceful curve, which is alinost peculiar to this brecd,
and rather reminds an observer of the ncck of a spir-
ited horse, adds greatly te the noble carriage and ail-
pcarance of the bird. The neck may be cither rather
long or short, according te the gencral style of the
bird all over; cach lias its beauties and its admirers,
and cadi lias coutendcd successfully ii th show poun.
Tie ucckîarmonises hcstwitli a square compa),ct bedy,
somewhat resembling the Cochin in character, wiile
a somewhat long neck, wcll archcd, nid combincd
with a proper tail, gives a more commnanding and
noble appearance. Tie back should b wide and
flat acroms; but very short, the satdle appearing te
take its rise almost frot lte back of the neck. A
round back is a great deformity, and se is want of
width, a narrow tail being of vcry little value. Te
sadtl mustbe vcry broad ud riscwell towards Lite til,
without wlîich tltcro cannot hc t-tuc symiletry andt
proportion. The saddle feathers shoult be long and
abundant, so as te flow well over the points of thle
wings. ite proper tail of te Brahma cock is very
peculiar, tliough it is very rare to sec it approachitg
perfection, the true insido tail should b closed ex.
ccpt the two highest feathers. ruese shouild be
very broad, and lay ncarly or qutito flat, net too long,
and the ends turninig outwards each way, and lire.
jccting oit each aide through the curved or sickle
fcathers. The breast of the cock should be dccp,
full, broad and rather projectiug, the breast-bone
being set well down betwecn the thighs. The
shoulders should be somewhat prominent, so as t
inake Lte back a lttle hollow bctween then when
the bird stoops, and give a liandsome proportion.
The wings ought tobe of medium size, and well
tucked up, so as te inike the bird look neat aud trim.
Disortdcred flights are a great blemisb, and birds with
any feathters acttully twisted should bo disqualificd.
The thiglis should b well covered witl fluff,
thought tint quite so loose and downy as in the case
of Cochii, and thie Iocks ouglt te b cntirely and
neatly covercd with soft curling feathers, but net
vulture-hocked. The vulture hock is a great bem.
iUt, and nette buit an uitisually good bird should win
any prize whei thus disfigurcd, but only stiff feathers
projeettttg so as te fortm a spur on the limb, are te
ho so regarded, and suft curling feathers, howcvcr
plentiftiu, are only a beauty te be dsired. Te
shanks should be of moderate length, and feathered
as hcavily as possible down to the ends of both outer
and middlo toes. Too short shanks in the cock look
decidedly bad, but it is rather bard te fail in this
respect. The shank feather shouild "stand eut" weIl,
net taka a perpendicular direction, clse it des not
show properIy. lu hooked birds, both the iner nnd
back tocs are generally feathcrcd, and in some u.
stances birds frce of this fault have their tocs wcll
furmîshed, while, on the other hand, some hcavily
fcathered birds have the middle toe baro which is net
desirable. The thicker the shanks aré the botter.
Very large cocks are gencrally somewhiat long in the
leg, which if net too great, is net objectionable, pro.
vided it is net, as is frcquently the case, -associated
with to long a back, or other defects ia shape.

The shape and carriage of the hen should corres-
pond with that of the cock, allowing for the differ-
once in sex. Her head, *in particular, should be as
small as. posible, this,, point being of much greater
momentinher case,.withthesaemslight fulness of
the eye. The head.short and well arched, with the
back rather short and curved, but net to much so.
The neck should always b short, the hackle spread.
ing out very full it the base, and flowing well over
the back and shoulders ; the back flat, wide and
short, as in the cock, with a very broad and ample
cushion, resemblmg sumewhat that of the Cochin.
Thero is however tIis difference, that whereas the
cushion of the Cochin rather droops at the extreme
end, burying the tail, the cusbion of the Brahmta risee
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to thc last, the short tail rising nearly upright out to
the end, so tihat the lower feathers of the tail aro
further beliw'1 than te upper. Thlie %iotulder.
should not be too abarp, but very ieat ; and ftle
winga tr i tly ldiq te lte body, and wiell tucked into
ant neay buied the cuiion above, an! the
fuilr of t hc tiigis lelow. Breast as broad, deep and
full as possible, vtih lte crop low don Il, and the
breast- ene well down botween the thiglis. TL. ff
onght to be very abunudant, and stantd well out, cover.
ing the hock precisely as it the cock, a Brahina lien
must bo short oit the leg, a leggy hien is of very hîttle
value, either for show or for the breeding yard. li
both ec-xcs flic shantks should stand as wide apart as
possible, anîy approacit to ktnock-kntees being in5tantly
disquahliied ; and the feet should be ratier large,
witL straight çwell spread tocs.

Winter Management of Pouhry.
Mir. C. W. Dickernat tells ui in the New Eng•

land 1eomIescad, how he fecds and carca for hi$ lieus
sons to "make themn lay." Jis winter uaniagenteut
is as follows :

I fil! several boxes or hal barrels with carth beforn
the ground freczes, and keep it wiero tley cati have
access to it at all tites durng the w 1ter. I have
also lad a barrel of air.shcked lime standing for
years in the ien coop, and foutnd it an excellent pre-.
ventive of he. l-urther, I have 1% load of cear
snîid iaitd ou my reinises justt at th e dgcf viti-
ter-, nd occasiotially tltrow an ie veifuils into
tlieir winter quarters. This gives themît thte grind-
stones, without which they cannot digest thteir grain.

31y winter quarters for thent arc not aslarge as they
ouglt io be, beig only 2 feot square for froin 20 t
30 fowls, but they have the yard %vhciever the sinow
does not forbid. Itstcad of clcanig out ttese uar-
ters weekly or oftenîer, as it is ofteit recommendedin
the books, I occaionally throw a few shtoveis of carth
(froin lthe boxes before ntntioned) over lthe droit-
pings. Titeir quarters are not se warn as I should
tovile wore 1 to build a louse expressly for them,
but I have two large windows in the south and cast

sidts (discarded sash front an old house), which gives
thien al the beniefit of the siun's warith antd niakes
up for considerable lack of battening.

Cold weather is the trying tinte wlen inost peo.
ple coinplami that their liens do not lay. Ilt requires
more attention te lte fowls to get cggs lu the winter
than in the suimmler, but they can behad. Give then
sunlight and keep them w-aarm u the first place, and
secondly give thmcîn varied food.

I fect pirincipally com thlrouhgli the winter, but
vary it with whcat, oats. buckwheat, potatoes and
meat scraps. l'art of the cern I feed whole, and a
part I have craclked and grouind into mont. I prefer
the cracked. I feed wvhiole grain at night, and the
ground in the morning, on the prmciple that' throuigh
the long niglit they iced sonictliinlg that will stand
by theni, that liaving digested -.11 tlheir night's fecd
by morniug, ticy nîcel sonethitig that they can net
upon quickly. For the saine reason, in the very cold-
est weatier, wlen I o out to give tlcm their iont-
ing's fecd, I carry atîm of wari water from the
tea-kettle and wet up their iouîgli ui ith that. It will
warm thmin quickly and make thein feel comfortable.;
an essential, as I have before said, to a supply of eggs.
The w lient I feed is screcnmgs, mhitIt tai le had at
any feed store probably.

Mahied potatocs fed warm tre just lth i c table
food thcy necd, aud were 1 on a faru, I siould care-
fully ltusband a few bushels of the small potatocs
for this purpose.

The moat scraps I buy of the butcher in large cakes,
and I believe it is as cicap as corn, while it aniswers
a purpose like thtat of the bugs and worms of lthe
summnter.

A very important part of the cgg t3 the shell ; in
fact an egg without a shell don't amount te muth.
And unless the boit lias a material for the shell, thti
other preparations are void. it winter the heu bas
hltte chance te secure sheIl material for lieself, and
hence it must b furnishied lier. I have found lie
simplet way tobe this . Occasionally I throw a hand-
ful of bottes tpon the coals, clear them a little, pounîd
thenm fine and mîix thent with the fecd. If bones are
net be had, oyster sheils mtay be served the saine
way.

The tenîdency te set is a trublesome aite eut of its
proper place ; but this difliculty, which acriously
annoys sote poultry-keepers, is casily obvinted. I
have a large covered coop in the yard, tmto which, as
soon as I find a lien inclined te set, I put lier - ith a
rooster, feeding lier liberally cndi th u avaricty of
food, sheIll, boites, etc. A week of this treatment
will cure lier every lime, and usually ret her itme.
diately to laying again.


