1873,

- st - L T S S, - . -
- =

THE CANADA FARMER.

Eaiep.

@he

T~

-

Hilking.

Milkitg is an st thab requizes tolo Tevared a3
rauch as any trade.  An expert wii, ab sight, detect
en unzkilful hand as readily a3 a farmer would dis.
tanguish a want of acquainiance with the use of an
sxo or a seythe by sceing one attempt to usecither
of thers articles,  Any ono who deternines to do go,
can milk acow, or uro anaxe, or a acyihe, after a
fadhion, but to docither {otha best adranuge, re
«quires kill and experience.

There are threo distined points to be regarded n
nulking. ‘The firat relates to the teeitment of the
cow; the second to cleanlines ; and the third to the
manner of extracting the mill.,

The cow is naturally slugglsh in her moveacuts,
and should not be hurried out of her natural gait.
Shie should never be driven to the place of milking
faster than a walk, and if she has far to go, the walk
ghould he a slow one, Ilurrying a cow wiwen she is
full, and the weather warm, hastens the circulation
of her blood, and heats both her blood and. her milk.
A very little heating of thie blood yrereeriibly affects
the mill;. It increases iis odor as well, raiscs its
temperature, and modifies the butter or cheese made
fromit. On this account driving cows with a dog is
not to bo recommended.  ¥Wo have zcon tho milk of
o dairy numberingg over 30 cows, perceptibly affected
by the milk of a single cow driven in haste by a dog.
&he happened to bo out at nighit and was accilientally
1aft m tho lot o hundred and 4ifty rods distans, when
thie herd was driven to the barn,  Against our pro-
tz2at, a oz was senb after her and she eame running to
the bam, manting and frightencd.  In 10 or 13 minutes
aitenwands she gave nbout six quarts of milk instead
of10, hot and olonfcrous. 1twas mixed with the rest
of tho nuli, and a3 was thien customary, left through
the maht withoul any oiher cooling than it got by
stirrm~  The extra olor of the feverish mill;, acting
ar*a feraent in the slowly cooling mass, mado its
unpress upon the mik and curd of the next day.
The milk of this cow was not regular il after several
mlkings. This was an extreme case.  Less heating
and worrying produces less effecl, but never fails to
do injury.

Unless the numlre of ¢ "2 18 very small, and they
arc all very gauet and peaceable, they had better be
fastened in o milking barn or shaded atalls, rather
than to be milked in an open yard. A large herd
requires a yard so Iarge as lo give too much chance
for dodyng, .sunmng, hooking and disturbing cash
other. It soon heconics trod up and filthy, csnecially
in mois’ weather.  The practice of milking in open
yards is rapidly going out of use, especially in Iarge
dairics. .

All harsh and violent treatment shonld be entarely
avorded. Painand fear, worrying and olicitude, arc
clearly Cetrimental to milk scerction, and never fail to
make tho cow hold back a part of her mess, if they
oecur at tho time of milking. Kind and gentle treat-
ment and quictude promotes seeretion, and are abso-
lutely essential to drawing all the mili,

Cleanlincss.

So much kas heen said and writtea in regard to
cleanliness in milking, and it is so obvious that milk
which is to bo used for, or to ho wanufactured into,
human foxl ehould be perfectly cl.. n, that it secms
almost superfinous to call attention to the subject.
But in snile ~:*\ll that has heen said, filthy practices
crecp info use. Ono of these is milking in the rain or
when the cow is a0 wet that the water will rundown
her siles and drip into the milk pal.  The hair and
skin of the cow are covered with accumulations of
prespiration, and to soak thess up and rinse them
down her sides into the milk, is as injurious as it is
fiithy.

Another Ceicet  sometimes oceurs from  not
thoroughly cleausing the teats and udder before

beginning to milk A thorough brushii v is alwa
necessary to get off tho Frose hairs and witt, and if
the teats have becomo othiarwiso filthy, they chould
boe washed, but not milked till they are dry. A pail
of water and a cloth should always lic at hand for
this purpoze. When milkiug is donoe in a stable, there
is sometimes a neglect to provide absorbents to soak
ap liquid excacment, and to prevent spattering. This
is both a violation of cleanlincss and wasteful. Itcan
catily bo guarded azainst Iy the usc of straw, saw-
dust, dricd muck, or somothing of tho kind. itill
another filthy praciico Is that of drawing a little
milk into the hiand and wiitirg the teais with it
before beginning to milk.  Somne milkers inist that
this is no! uncleanly; to which it is only neccasary to
reply that ary person wheze sepse of neatuess is so
obtuso as not {n discover, without argument, that the
practice is a fithy on~, iz uafit cither to mils or work
about a dairy.

Besides ol jections on the s2ora of filth, the fimt
milk drawn contains wo little crcam ansl =0 m.~h
salinc matter, that 't makes the surface of the teats,
dry and harsh and inclines thom to chap.  If, after
thoe mllking is done, the pail is sct asidoand the
teats wet with somo of the very last strippings, that
are littlo cisc thon ercam, there would be Isss objec.
tion to tho praclica

To mention in doail all the naints {liat offend
azainst cleanlinees wou'ld be tedicus.  They must,
for the most part, belcft to the milker’s sense of
r2atness, which certainly ought to b4 of an apprecia-
tivo character.  Uncleanly milking is quite tov com-
mon.  If all the milk-of which butier and cheeze are
made could be taken to the dairy-house as undefiled
ag it exists in the udder, the price of chess Inxurics
=vould he at once materially advanced.

Drawing the Milk,

The manipulalions in mitking are best leaned by

practice. Dut thero is philososhy in milking as well
ag in everylhing cise, and a rzht and a wrong way
of doing it, and hecause the 1'zht woyr is the best it
should be pointed out and follosed. JIowever plain
and simple the art of milking acow may he considered,
the particular mapner in which it is dono may
have much to do in modiflying the profits of the
dairy.
A description of the internal sizucturo of the ndder
will explain the reason for certain directions insisted
on ag cssential, which might otherwise appear unim-
portant.  Tho udder is divided into Sour parts,
entire’y distinet from cach other, excent as they are
held together by membrarecous ligamen!s.

The milk in cach is held incenfiuent tubes, which.
liko the roots of a tree, arc all contracied into one,
just abovz the teat; the milk entering that funncl-
shaped organ by a single channcl.  Just at the upper
end of tho teal tho walls of this cliannel are con-
tracted and the conizuction is surronnded Ly a band
of muscular fibres. The will of the cow can operate
con this band, contracting or expandingit at pleasure,
making it opcrate like a valve. At the junction of
cach smaller tube with u larger onc, is a gimilar con-
traction and band, aiso under the control of the will,
Ordinari'~, theso bands aro contracted (as in the
neek of the bladder) so that the milk has to crowdit:.
way through them to get from the smaller into the
larger tube..

This is an admiruble mrangaiz.at for sustainmg ths
weight of tho milk cqually in all parts of the udder,
and preventing it from pressing heawily upon the

teats.
When the udder is full, if the milk is drawn o’

of the teats, relioving the pressurein them, it requires
a vigorous cffort of tho will of the cow, to prevent
the pressure abovo from crowding the milk down to
fill the vacancy. If thoudderis only partly filled, she
can hold the milk back more casily; and the less there
is in it, tho moroe easily can she raaintain the tension
of the muscular bands necessary to prevent cntirely
the milk from flowing threzgh them. WWhen the
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trillt~r first ¢2'kca hold of the teats and begins to mill;,
tiim excitermont canses tho cow to contract tho banis
syl 23 {0 held back the milk perfectly for o
wme, Dut preseatly this vizomous contraction wll
begin to slacken, and the milk will begin to pove
theongh, and if all is gnict, she will relax tho ban.s
fully, when tho milk £ xottles dowy upon tho teals,
and if quictly deasn, t can be all milkced ons to the
vory last dino,

ut this 3 afect relogation will only last for a
chort tim=,  Af thomilk is not soon extractcd, cho
will begin to tighten up the musenlar bands again,
and thoe last part of her mess will be held back an
permanently retained, when the milker probably
thinks as avgob it all, because it stops coming.
A cow should, therefore, be milked quickly aa well
as quictly. It is na*urel for her to part with her
wuilk ina Lwminates. A calf will draw a lacgo mess
of milk in {urcé minutee, and a milker should
com? as near {hat timo as poasible.  If tho timo of
milking is much yrolonred slo will become Impaticet
and be sure nob to “pivo down” perfectly. The
Guickest milker gets tho mead and the best milk, be-
cause he getsailthe “strippmge,” which are the
richest part,

The mero quict aald jcuceable the cowscan bo
kep$ whilo being milked, the mom jerfect will he the
relaxation of their udders and the Jonger will it last,
If anything occura to disturb or excite or atiract
their attentlon, the relaxation will ceaso ina moment,
and if it occurs near the closo of the milking, somo of
the best mille will Le held back till the next milking,
when it will have become the poor, blue milk that 1a
first drawn. A doublo loss ensucsfrom every such
occurrence, because leaving milk in & cow's bag
always tends to diminish scerction.

The method of milking and of treating the cows
should be in accordanco with the foregoing facts.
Theyshould hekept as quiet and comfortablo and free
from excitement as possible.  To accomplish this
regularity 13 of the first importance. Thecowsthould
come slowly and peaceably into the barn or yard, but
promptly a. a certain hour.  Fise inthomorning and
five at night are good hours. Some milk at five in
the morning and seven at night, but it is not well to
divide the time so uncquatly. Observalions have
shown that milkings 12 hours apart will give 30 Ibs. of
cheese to the cow, in a scason, more than when they
are 10 and 14 hoursapart; and a greater inequality
will malie more difference stilt.

An hour is long cnough to keep the herd confined,
and mitkers cnough should be employed to complcto
the work in that time. This will require ono hand to
about 10 cows, and that pumber i, about as many as
ane can safely milk at a time without danger of
in/ary to the hands of the nlkeror to the cows. Tho
numbzar had better be less than more. Each milker
sl.suld have certan cows 1o milk, and he should
11k the same ones every time, and in the same order,
£ a3 to divide the time cqually. Changing milkers
ativacts the attention of the cow and excitesa littlo
fecling of cautiousness, and shie doesnot “‘give down'
as perfectly as when always milked by the same
person.

Each milker should have a Jo0d stool of his own,
and when L sits down to milz should sit snug up to
the cow. Getting off at arms’ length not only makes
awhward and hard work for tho mulker, but if cxposes
his every motion to the gazo of tho cow, and keeps
her attention aroused, and gives her tho advantageof
position if sho should feel disposed to use it.

Tail room cnough to hold the whole iness shonld
always bo within reach of the milker, for, toward the
fast end of the miking, ho cannot get up and sitdown
again, and get all tho milk. TWhen once begun, a
cow should not bo left till sheis finished. Tho pail
being placed safely agamnst cafching dirt and spilling,
Iet the work go on silently and as rapidly and quictly

as possible, always using both hands. Milk the left
hiud teat with the right forward one, and the right
nuly Lnoms



