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While standing near the entrance of the canal at Lachine,
and looking on the massive masonry structures, and other
works, impressive in their magnitude, we must not despise
the insignificent cut to the north, a memento of the public
spirit and enterprise of the gontlemen of the Seminary in
its early days. The imagination carries us backward two
centurics, where near by could be seen the valiant and large
heatted Dollier de Casson and his engineer and contractor
Catalogne discussing the method of attaining an end accom-
plished on so grand a scale by the works which we have
just viewed.

From 1717 until the conquest, the project is from time to
time commented upon by governors and intendants and
engineers. In 1732, MM. Beauharnois and Hocquart advise
the Minister to continue the work, and request that the
engineer of the Colony be authorized to study the project.
In their memoirs, 28th September, 1733, it is said that the
study of the work showed great difficulties. M. de Lery,
chief engineer, having surveyed the canal, made several
plans and memoirs, he says, in this year, that, upon exami.
pation of the projected canal, o consideration of the enor-
mous oxpense its execution would necessitate, induces him
to give up the project.

In 1749, we find one M. de la Morandier proposing to
M. Galiseoniére an elaborate plan for the completion of the
work. (Plan in Library of Parliament).

A cutting was to be made from the St. Lawrence into the
River St. Pierre, this river and Lake St, Pierre would then
be used to the foot of the lake, where a mill had been built
called “Moulin du Lac.” This mill would be situated about
where the Grand Trunk Railway crosses the present canal.
The flood water of Lake St. Pierre was discharged into the
River St. Lawrence by the brook St. Pierre. From this
brook, at nearly opposite to the water-works pumping-
station, a small canal had been excavated by the gentlemen
of the Seminary, to convey water to the “Moulin dy



