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carly wintor may proceed from the
poison of the, leaves of Ka/miu whicn
are eaten by the partridge. Hec ex-
perienced the symptoms of pmsomng
himse.f, and maintains that his sym-
ptom: were those of Kalmia poisoning.
The crops of partridges should always
be examined, to discover the nature of
their food, and also atthe same time
the cause of reported poisonings.

INSTITUTE OF NATURAL
SCIENCE.
will meet in the Provincial Museum,
Halifax, on Monday, the 1othinst., at
8 p.m. To beread:—1 “Report of
Martin Murphy, C.E., delegate to the:
‘Royal Society of Canada.” 2. “Ret-
rospect of the Institute’s Proceeding
from its commencement.—By Wm.
Gossip. ALEX McKAY,
Secretary.

New light is slowly dawning upon
the important matters of plant physi-
ology and chemistry. It now appears
that plants have a new function which
isaffected by cértain cells acting as a
ferment, and producing nitric acid as
the result of their action. We have
long known that cells of fruits play the
part of yeast in devcloping alcoholic
fermentation, but it is new to learn
that nitric acid is formed in plants
through asoimilar agency. Itis prob-
able that the nitrates are universal in
the vegetable kingdom, and that the
stem is the principal seat of their pro-
duction.—Popular Science iNews.

A large amount of brush was burned
one night in the vicinity of Providence,
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which attracted birds frum a swampy
picce of woods near by. The birds are
reported as flying into the flames in
considerable numbers. Some  were .
also attrac ted by the lights in the win-
dows duse by, and flew at the windows
and some being opened, a few birds
entered and were caught.  Five were
brought to us the next day, four of
which were alive, viz, one scarlet tana-

ger and three Connecticut warblers
vne of the latter having the adult plum-

age. The dead bird was a Maryland
yellow-throat. — Random  Nptes on
Natural History.

Ciuta Maculaga. Not long ago
we noticed the poisoning of a number
of boys in Kentucky, U. S. A., by the
€ uting of the root of the Wild Hemn.
lock or Wud Parsnip, asitis called.
On Saturday, Oct. 18th, Mr. Archibald
Stuart, proprietor of the hotel at Port-
ter’s Lake, Halifax Co. N. S., was fata-"
y poisoned by eating some of these
Yoots, which ke had mustaken for Sarsa-
parilla. A boy, Murphy, who was with
him, was also poisoned but recovered
after a prompt emetic. He did not eat
so much of the root, as Mr. Stuart, who

‘stood the action of the poison but for

a short time. The plant is Creuta
Maculata, of the umbel-bearing fami-
ly, and Dbears a resemblance to the
parsnip, atter which it is named and to
the family of which it belongs. A few
years agoa fatal case of Ppoisoning from
this plant was rcported from Cumber-
land Co. N.S.



