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one divines, ten Lords, and twenty Commissioners of the Parliament of England,
under the question 163, # What is baptism 2" quote John iu. 5, Titus 11i 5, to prove
that bapuism 18 a washing with water, and a * sign of remission of sins ™

Michaclis, Horne, Lightfoot, Beveridge, Taylor, Jones of Nayland, Bp. Mant,
Whitby, Burkit, Bp. Hall, Dr. Wells, Hooker, Dr. G Ridley, Bp Ryder—but why
attempt a list of great names. There are a thousand more who assert it.

Bp. White says, that * regeneration, as detached from baptism, never entered
into any crced before the 17th century.”

Whitby, on John i, 5, says, * That our Lord here speaks of baptismal regene-
ration, the whole christian chuich from its earliest trmes has invariably taught ™

Our modern *great divines’” even in America, have taught the same. "Timothy
Dwight, the greatest Rabbi of Presbytenamsm the New World has produced, says,
vol. 1v. pp. 300, UL, ¢ to be born again, is precisely the same thing as to be hornof
water and the Spirit.”"—¢ To be born of water is to be baptized.” And how un-
charitable !—He adds, ¢ He who, understanding the nature and authority of this
institution, refuses to be baptized, will nerer cnter into the wvistble nor invisible
kingdom of God.”—Vol. iv. p. 302. So preached the President of Yale College.

George \Vhitfield, writing on John ni. 5, says, “Does not this verse urge the
absolute necessity of water baptism ? Yes, when it may be had- But how God will
deal with persons unbaptized, we cannot tell.”’—Vol iv. p. 355. 1 say with him,
toc cannot tell with certainty. Butl am of opinion, that when a negleet proceeds
from a simple mistake or sheer iguorance, and whenthert is no aversion, hut &
will to do every thing the Lord commands, the Lord will admit into the everlast-.
ing hingdom those who by reason of this mistake, never had the testimony of Ged:
assuring them of pardon or justification here, and consequently, never did fally|
enjoy the <alvation of God on earth. But I will say with the renowned President
of Yale, that ** he who, understanding the naturc and authority of this institvtio,
refuses to be baptized, will never enter the visible nor invisible lingdom of God. 'g
By the « visible and mvisible kingdom,”” he means the kingdom of grace and glor;
He adds on the same page, * He who persists in this act of rebellion against the
authority of Christ, will never belong to his kingdom.” Vol.iv. p 302,

John Wesley asserts, that by baptism we enter into covenant with God,a
averlasting covenant, are admitted into the church, made membérs of Christ, madels
the chuldren of God. By water as the means, the water of baptism, we are rege-j3
nerated or horn agam.”  [Preservative, pp. 146--150.] 2

13. Why is the conversion of Nicodemus read at the baptism o
adults,® if you do not believe that it has any * reference whatever t¢3
baptism ?””  That the originator of the book of * Common Prayer” ungs
derstood * born of water” as referring to baptism you do not questio
for it is too plain to admit of a doubt; and that these were also the sen
timents of your ¢ venerated Founder” you cannot dispute. Why cal
yourself a Wesleyan clergyman, and then oppose Mr. Wesley’s doctri
~a doctrine too which is approved by the ¢ English Conference!™ Arg
not Mr. Wesley’s noteson the New Testament, and his sermons, approved
by the Conference equally with the * Institutes” of Mr. Watson ?  * (i
distinguishing sentiments,” said a Wesleyan clergyman to me, * are foung
in Mr. Wesley’s notes on the New Testament, and in his sermons;”
Sleepsays, “ in the works approved by the English Conference.” As
thése contradict each other, whois to decide 7 Ah! the works approy
by a human conference sounds so much like the decrees of cou:nzils,syn
&e., that I cannot help thinking of the one hundred and thirty five by
volumes of the traditions o the Rom sh hierarcly in add ton tot
Apochryphal bocks of the U ¢ wnd New Lostwnens, all up; ended to!
Oracles of God, which wakhe them of 1o cffect by their trudi ivts! T
me, Sir, when youreferto books “ approved by the English Conferencegg

* Bee Sundsy Service, p. 163.




