DEVOTED TO TEMPERANCE SCIENCE EDUCATIO"‘I

' AND LITERATURE.

VOLURME XXVIIL., No. 6.,

MONTREAL & NEW 'iggK;'MARCH' 17, 189,

30 Cts. Per An. Post-Paid.

-PRAYER BY MACHINERY.
A'recent ttavelles in Western - Tlubeb
L. F. Knight, Temarks that if one were to
judge by the number of altars, praying
wheels, praying flags, praying walls, and
other strange objects constantly encount-
ered by the wayside, one would naturally
conclude that' this was the wmost religious’
co unbry intheworld: Butthe explzmnbmn,
he says is that the 1ehgmn is all oubward
and visible : the praying of the xlglmblta.nts
is performed for them By the idols of their
own making, and devotion and doctrine
taking material forms in stocks and stones,
The roads that cross these n._rld wastes
are lined with manis, of which a typical
one, in the Indus valley near Leb, is re-
presented in the illustration. This mani
is & massive wall, or embankment of stones,
some ten feet high, and having a sloping
roof. Tvery one of the large flat stones
that form this roof is elaborately carved,
" in the pietorial characters of Thibet, with
the_inscription ** Om meni patmi om™ —
the most commonly-employed prayer in
this country. The translation of these
mystic syllables is merely “*0, thou jewel
i the Lotus O If a -native bé asked
what this- phrase signifies, ‘he will reply
that he does not know, but that the words'
are very holy, and the repetition pf them
is a sncred duty. -One explanation is that
ench of these six syllables represents one
of the six spheres in which a soul can be
reborn, and that, by constant repetition of
them, the doors of each of these spheres
may be closed, and hence Nirvana be ob-
tained ondeath. - These long walls of stone,
- some a mile in length, are found every.
where in Ladak, geunerally at the entrance
of villages, but sometimes far away from
any habitation. = The thousands of stones
composing a mani will ‘all pray for one of.
the faithful, or rather, by their magic power,
lessen ‘the periods of purgatory for him and’

to leavo tho nuinion his :uuhb hand,

bring :him nearer Nirvana whenever, he
)

A Maﬁupuni, or Praycr Wall, néar. Lch,'in the Heuart of the Himalayas, :

walks by tliem, provided that he bake c re
Thus
it is that & road n.lwnys divides on ap:
prdaching a mani, a path running on Botl
sides 86 as to.accommodate a ‘traveller
coming from either direction Tho two
structures_at the ends of this mani are
l-uge chort;ens, or sxuchoplmm, contmmng
the ashes of pious Lamas. :

. Most of the devotion of this sbrmme
pecpleis literally carued on by maclnnexy

Wheels contdining rolls of prayers are

turned by’ water power, and every time the
wheel revolves it is working out’ bhe salva-
tion of the man who put it up. On.tho
tops of the houses wave flags inseribed with
prayers, performing a like function ; while
many other artifices are employed to hasten
the ¢¢ Perfect Rest.” . o

Frequenb religious carvings are to Dbe
seen on the face of the clifis. A good
specimen of these is-the idol of Chamba, a
colossal figuro cut out of an isolated rock
near the monastery of Mulbeck, on the
road from Kashmir to Leh.

. The Buddhist of Thibet hasa love for
bhe hormble and grotesque-in nature. -He
builds his monn.sbexy on what to ordmmy
men would appear.to bo the most undesir-
able spot possible ; he perches it on the
summit of some inaccessible pinnacle,.or
burrows into the face of some frightful
precipico. Like the Solitaries of the The-

of stones alone. - From thig Lamas’ retreat

‘ tho- view of the’ mountmns on the other

sido’ of: the . broad v.),llc,y is. particularly
fanibastic.” Tho slopes from -this distance
n.ppe'n" qmbe ‘smooth, falling to the bed of
the river in regular furrows and waves,
overlappm" each other like those one often

.| sees on_a stream of lava that.has cooled.

Theso. undulations are of various vivid
colors—gredt streaks, a mile long, of pink,
ochre, white, green, brick-red, and here
amd -there of black. The effect is very
curious ; it looks as if some Brobdingna-
gian child had’ been making experiments
with its firsc box of paints, and had daubed
the mountain side with one color aft:er an-
other

Some of the Lamaseueslnve Skooshoks,
or Incarnations, asabbots, Tho Buddhists
believo that after a man hasattained a high
degree- of . virtus, and has thus escmpcd
lm,b),hty to re-birth in and of the six ordi-
nary spheres, he can, when he dies, ezbher
entér -the Nirvana he hag e'u'ned or return
to the earth as an Incarnation. " Only.four
mongstorrles in _Lu.chk ha.vo Skooshoks as

baid he seeks scenes of desolation, and in'|-.”
this desert country he has no difficulty in| -

finding what ho requives; The Lamasery,

or monastery, of Shergol is carved out ofay
honeycombed cliff, forming, with some '

other cliffs of the same descmphxon, a‘giank
flight of stairs on the slope of a blealt moun-

tain of loose stones. . The monaster: y 1bself “

is p'unted whité,  with Dbands of bmght-
color on the projecting “wooden gallery,. so

that it stands ‘cub disbinetly against the |
There.is not a sign of vege- |

darker rocks. -
tation near ; all round is a dreary waste

‘dwell'in their midst,
'dmmns_r to_ .manifest ‘themselves” to then.' |

low men. -.
hecalls his disciples round him and telly
them whers he will be re-born, The dis-
ciples after his death repair to the indicated
placo and piclk out the Incarnation, by cer-
tain signsand holy marks, from among tho
other newly-born children.. The chosen
infant is carried away for ever from home
and family, to be educated in the sacred
mysteries in the holy city of Lassa. o is
then brought to the monastery of whicl he
is the head, and talkes up his residenco
there in a separate building, not busying
himself with the worldly affairs of tho
brotherhood, but dreaming away the long,
quiet years until the time comes for him

again to die and De re-born in another |

u‘thly body, "All those who know 'this
country best _afﬁ.r'm. that Slooshoks and
Lamas, as well as people, have an absolute

belief in tliis doctrine of metempsychosis.

- It is strange, by the way, that one never
henrs of Mahatmas:in Ladak or in Thibet
proper. The Lamas know nothing of the
mysteuous beings who are supposed -to
and who, while dis,

n - - o

Whé_n ! S‘kbosh\ok is about to dic
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