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THE ONLY SUCCESSFUL 31ISSIONARY IIETEIOD.*

REV. IHUGU I>RICE HUGHES, M.A.

1 NEvit have believed in " slow
and steady " progress-axd, blessed
be God, 1 do net believe in it now!
I ar nmiserable whien 1 think that
at this moment two-thii'ds of the
lIurnan race dIo not even nominally
acknowledge Christ. 1 quite admit
that during the past century Chris-
tian missions have made far greater
progress tîxan during rnany preceding
centuries; that we have everything
tu encourage us:- that thiere is flot
the slightest occasion for despair
anywhere. But at the saine time,
how any hunan being can be satis-
fied wvith the staté Mf things at home
or abroad, I arn utterly nable te,
conceive,

To me it is the most inelancholy
and humiliating of ail facts, that
to-day in this littie island, wvhere
the Gospel has been preached for

athousand years, the ma*jority of
rny fellow-countrymen belong te ne
section of the Chureh of God. No
doubt the revival and extensi'Yi )
the work of God abroad :-aust
follow that revival and extension of
tixe work of God at home of
which, blessed be God, we have
many signs. But oh ! let us be
profoundly dissatisfled with the
existing rate of progress. 1 think-,
brebliren, that even in the history
of your own great society another
Madagascar is overdue. We cannot
live forever upon the historie exploits
of our fathers. And I may say
with respect te my own communion,
1 amn arxiously waiting for another
Fiji.

Now, what do we wvant in order
that wve may see the work of God
revived-revived as in apostolie days,
and as in this country a century ago ?
We wvant the baptism of the day
of Pentecost. 1I may express My
wvhole thesis in this one ser.ence:
We can neither cuerce ner argue
humnan society intu Christianity.
W e cannot make any real progress
without the Spirit of God.

Words of profoundf-est philosophy)
are often unconsciously spoken by
such unlettered men as St. Peter.
I remem1 'er a siriniliarly unlettered
man addressing an audience in
Exeter Hall a few years ago, and
uttering one of the profouudest
Christian truchs 1 ever heard. Sev-
eral of us spoke on that occasion,
but nobody spoke se well as lie ; anxd
ne sentiment thut he uttered was
s0 enthusiastically app]auded as the
une 1 arn about te quote. ît wvas a
very remarkable audience. Exeter
Hall was crammed te, the ceiling,
with a meeting of workiugmen
and their wives-the very elite of
the wvorking classes-railway men,
porters, engtine-driv.erý-, eLokers, and
se forth. lit was tlxe annual ineet.
ing of the Christian Railway Men's
Association; and the large building
wvas crammed te the ceiling with
sonie of the finest and sturdiest
representatives of the Engl,,ish
working classes. A man wheo froni
his general appearance and size I
should imagine ivas an engLne-<lrit cr,
camne te tho front and delivered
himnself of the following sentiment,
which wa% cheered agaîn and again.
with boundless enthusiasmn by thuse
workinguïien and their wives. H1e
said; "Mr. Chairnxn, there are
some people wjxo say te us iii the
present day, Legislate, Legislate,
Legislate! Se say ive workingnien.
Parlianiexxt can du great deal for us,
and the seoner it does if the better.
There are others that say, Educate,
Educate, Educate ! So Say we
workingmen ; and wve are very
thankful. fer what has been doue of
late for the education cf the working
classes. But whule we are ready tu
say Legislate,. Legislate, Legisiate'
we say abov e everything else, Re-
generate, Regenerate, Regenerate."

That sentiment was applauded to
the eche. That sentiment was
the profounidest Christian philos-
ophy. There is ne man wvho

*Frum the .4niuual Sermn cf the London Missionary Society


