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recoived by the people, some of which coma very near the gdlden mran, others
degenerato into dead indifference, and others again are erratic and unstable—
sometimes cold and sometimes hot. These are ﬁ\c henomenn which an scute
observer may find in almost every Church. This, however, is worthy of note,
namely ; that where there is much genuine picty and spiritual appreciation of
divine things, there is little censorions eriticism. It is the noisy and vain
professor who is the pest of the minister and the Church, and who scldom
finds any bread good enough for him or her to eat.

We do not exonerate ministers from all blame in the form or matter of the'r
ministrations. They have many imperfections which detract from the accept-
ableuess of their services, and hinder, it may be, the progress of religion.  They
have no claim to immunity from just criticisim and censure. They stand before
the general public as professed leaders and instructors, and it is right the pub-
lic should “try the spirits whether they be of God,” and “prove all things"
that they may “hold fust that which is good.” Ministers, therefore, considering
the momentous issues which depend upon the right and faithful discharge of their
functions, ought to have a special regard to their public 1eputation. They should
not despisc the opinion even of those who are without. While on the one hand
they should avoid that truculent and flattering style of speech and bebaviour
which is the characteristic of some men ; on the other, they should equally be-
ware of that haughty, distant and peremptory manner, which repels the young
and sensitive, and crushes the spiritual affections of the sincerely pious. To
become all things to al! men is the Gospel rule, which if practised, after the ex-
ample of the great Apost'e, would enable ministers in every circle of life to act
and speak with dignity and grace.

Ministers err as frequently as penple in their estimation of what min-
isterial success consists in.  They, doubtless, all profess at their ordius-
tion to have the glory of God as their chief end and great inducement to
eater upon the ministry. In most cases this profession is sincerely and
conscientiously made. But there are mixed motives in every man’s mind for
the course of life which he pursues. There may be great and chief motiver
whick are never out of sight, and which occupy the supreme place; but along
with these there arc generally other and inferior motives, which may greatly
modify the influence of the superior. We eannot doubt but this is frequently
the case with ministers. It appears to many of them a fine thing (o be popular
—to be spoken of in the sweet tones of admiration—to have large and listening
audiences banging upon their lips. These are temptations, especially to the most
gifted and choice of the Lord's servants. They are the “kingdoms of the world
and the glory of them,” which the tempter displays to lead them away from al-
legiance 1o the meek and lowly one. To be popular and to gather large con-
gregations are not necessacily wrong aims. The truth is, that without these to
some extent, a minister cannot in these days get on at all, and there is no reason
why it should be otherwise. The ability to interest is the ability to instruct.
However learned and profound a man may be, what will these gifts avail for the
edificatiov of a people if he cannot speak intelligibly, or convey his knowledge
to others in an acceptable way? To be useful & man must be popular; he must
be able to interest, as well as to instruct the people who wait upon his ministry.
Let no young preacher or student think that he can or ought to be successful
without popular gifts. In public estimation, a goed thought will not atene for &
bad sentence, or a disagreeable delivery. After all that one may say about the
caprice of the popular judgraent, it is not, upon the whole, unreasonable. There
is a disposition in congregations to be pleased with those who try to please, and
to commend and love those who earnestly seck their spiritual welfare, Wheo-
ever, therefore, we hear ministers, especially young ministers, railing about the




