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recived Iby tho peopile, grime of which corne very nýear thîo gffden m'sin, et bers
digenerate into deni inditfforric.e, anît otliî.îs a,,gin aro errîtic and untabl--
%onetimees cold nd somnetiinea heot.. Thieq aro tie plienoinena wIiehl an actite
observer rnay finîti lanmost evovry Clîurcli. Thkq,hÎ,owever, its %vorthy o)f note,
îuimtly ; tlat ivhere thiero igin ueli genuino piety and -;piritutal nppreciation of
divinu thinga , tiiere is luttle reusorions criticism. It is the noisy and vain
professor who iî the pest of the minister andt the Churchi, and wlîo seldemr
finds any bread gecît enouieh for lMi or lier toecnt.

We do mieL exonoeraie mîmîiaterg froim ail blame ini the t'erm or matter of tlmc'r
iiitratienq. They have many imperfections whiclh dotract frein the accept-

ablesicas of their s.ervice.q, illid hinder, it nay be, the pregress cf religion. Tluiy
have ne claim to immuiiity freont juat criticisin and censure. Tley ýt.nnd befert
t le gcneral public as prefessed encders and itistructerg, and it 15 riglit the pub-
lie slîould " try the spirits wlîether tlîey Le of God,'" and "lprove iii! tiîines,'
that they inay Il lold famst that wîich la good." Minisiters, therefere, cenisidemng
the, momentous isuie whivh depend upen the' rigît and faithiful disteharge cf their
flonctions, ouglît te hiave a special regard te their publie meputatien. Tliey s1ieuld
net despise thie opinion even cf these whlo are witlseut While on the one hand
thcy sitould avoid thiat truculent and flattcrig style of speech and liebaviolir
wbich is the ehiaracteristic of semne mnn; on the ether, they should ecjually be-
ware of that hîaudity, distanit andt peremptory manner, %vhîch repels tE ho ung
and sensitive, uind crushes the spiritual affictions cf ti. sincerely pions. Te
becoîne ail things te al! meni Is thie Gospel mIle, Nvichl if practised, after the es-
ample ef the gre at Apost'e, wvould enable ministers in every circle cf life te art
and speak with dignity and grace.

Mimisters err as frequently as penple in their estimation cf wliat min-
isterial sîîceess consista in. They, doubtcas, ail profess mit thcir ordia-i
tien to have tuie glery ef Ged as their chief end and great inducemnent te
enter upen the iminibtry. In nmost cases thii profesion ie sincerely anmd
coîîscientieusly made. But tiiere are mixed motives in every man's mind for
the course ot life whieh hoe ptrsues. Tiiere mnay bu great and elîlef motive?
%vhieb are mever eut ef -igx)t, and which occupy the supreme place; but alexmg
with these thero arc gciierm.lly otiier and infoîjer motive.-, wvhiclî may greatly
mnodify the inîfluence of the superior. We cannet doubt but this is frequently
the case with muîîisters. It appears te many cf thera a fine thing te be pepulmîr
-te be spoken cf in the sweet tomes cf admiration-to have large and listenimg
audiences9 hamîging upen their lips. Tiiese are temptatiens, especially te the most
gifted arîd cheice cf tAie Lord's servnnta. They are the Ilkingdomas of the werld
and the glemy of them," whicli the tempter displays to, lead them away frem al-
leglance tu the ineek and lowly ONE. Te be popular and te gatiier large con-
gregatiens are net necessarily wrong aims. The truth is, that without the8e te
bonie exte114 a minister cannot in these days geL on at ail, and there is ne reason
why it should be otîerwise. The ability te interest is the ability te instruet.
.ULowever learnied aîîd prefounid a nian nlay lie, what will these gifts aval for the
edificatien) cf a people if lie cannet spemk intelligibly, or convey lus knowledge
tu othiers in an acceptable way?1 Te bo usefuil a man must Le liepular; hoe must
be able te initereat, as N'ell as to instruct the people who 'vait upon Lis mainistry.
Let mio Young preacher or student think that lie cari or ought te be successful
itihout pepuliir gifts. lu publie estimatien, a good thought iih net atone fer&.

bad sentence, or a disagreeable delivery, After ail that one may say about the
capric cf î.he popular judgrmnntl is net, upen the whele, unreasonable. There
is a disposition in cengregations te, be pleased witb thoso whe try te piease, and
te coxnmend aind love those who carnestîy seek their spiritual welfare. When-
ever, therefere, we hear ministers, especially young mrnisters, railing about the


