
THE SO.CALLED AGNOBTIO CASE. 0

%kg~~~~ ~ ~ (aa g gat gu ,reoeiveand, enjoy certain priviteges,
so long as hie conformed to the laws

Port Hope, Octo&ir 15, 1885. of the Fraternity, the CJonstitution of-
the Grand Lodge, and By-Lawe of

THE BO-OALLED ,"AGNOSTIO", hie own lodge, as explained to hMm
CASE. when obtaining our mysteries. We

The o-called Agnostic case" je contend Bro. H. dia aul this, but in

e xiigagetdaofitrs order to get ria of him new tests were

andil cet in a et of itreetn ddaed; and on these new tests, 'which

thed comen in ofaso roncrl aond he neyer snbscribed te, ana which one-

ofhe upensiofa rteigonie al-ut enth of the Maeons in Canadaawouid
cf he penlir reigios vews,~ fot subsoribe to, hi j deprived o! M&e

thougi lie coula, ana did, satiefactor- Masonie privileges.
ily answor the constitutional ques- Supps r.H hs otk hs
tions, je likely yet to cause consider- ppte ote 3r. H cors, wt o uti
able discussion and ill-feeling in thenematt the l cuts, hateb wourl
oraft. ben temret t jhe sathat by seeal

The case stands thie way: (Jan a meneinnty the bar, tat inl ail
'body s0 alter its constitution, laws poaiiytejdnetwudb
and ediots, so as to deprive a brother favorable to the appellant, and thre G.
of membership ? In other words :L. of Canada miglit find herseif
4Jan an association, baed on certain calle d upon M~lens Vokens to reinstate
broad principles, so change its con- the brother. Sucli a position would
atifution, &o., as to force a member be moat humiliating, and yet, with

out? Certainly not. The applicant their eyes open, the delegates at Grand
for initiation into the Masonie mys- JLodge ran that perilous riek.

tories, muet answer certain constitu- The ground we take, ie, that we
tional questions satiefactorily, and so have neither the riglit for power te
long as lie cau do sp, ne power on deprive a member of the privileges,
ecarth lias the righnt to deprive him, of for which ho paid, so long as hie per-
bfis membership. A lodge or Grand forme the contract made at the time
Lodge, Master or Grand Master, have of hie initiation. We cannot examine
mot the power te add new tests for hm as to hie views o! religions faitir.
imembers once admitted. If permit- We have ne authority to do so. On
cd in one direction, they would soon joining, we distinctly told him that
extend in othere, and in tirne we no suci test was required, and on
ffhonld have each lodge witlr a cate- that understanding lie paid hie fees
chism of its own, and some, too, of a ana became a member. It is absurd
very strong, cast-iron nature. te argue that under those circum-

Again, it je very questionable, if stances we now have the riglit to de-
thre Grand Lodge o! Canada, by its Prive him. o! those privileges, by
recent action in thre Harrison case, actually altering, without hie consent,
bas not piacea itsel! lu a vory ambig- our prerequisites foi memherahip.«
nions position. she received from. Suppose, as we said ln a former
]Bro. H. certain fees, for 'which bro was article, that a Grand Lodge was. or-
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