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«Taking degrees! If you call tumbling from the top to the bottom of the stairs,
with the devil after ye, taking things by degrees, I have ; and if ye frighten folks as
yehaveme,and hurt them to boot, I'll warrant they'll make as much noise as I have.”

There bad'nt been a more wrathy woman in Woodstown for many a day.

#J hope you did not open the closet,” said the imperturbable door-keeper,

« Qpen the closet?  Eve ate the apple when she wag told not to,  If you want a
woman to do anytning, tell her not to, und she'tl do it certainl - Open the closet? " You
said the sccrets were there, and of course I wanted to know ‘em. I just unfastened
the d or, and out popped the critter, vight in my face. I thought the devil had me,
and I made tor the stairs, the devil butting me at every jump. I guess I'll go home,”
she added ; ¢ you may get somebody els - to clean up your ¢1d room

# But, malum, you are in possession of the great secvet of the Order, and mnst go up
and be initiated and sworn in, in the regalar way,” remonstrated the door-keeper. )

# Regn ar way ?  Rewular way, indeed ! You don’t sappose I am going near that
place aguin, to ride that critter without saddle or bridle? No! Never! No! never?
I11 never go nigh that place azain, nor your ball neither; and if I can prevent it, no
lady shall ever join the Freemasons,  Why, I'd sooner be a Maltesian, aud be broiled
on o gridiron as long as a fire could be kept under it, and Le puled from garret to
cellar, with a halter round my neck, just as my poor, dear husband was  H= lived
through it, but I never could live t.rough such another ride as I took to-day.”

We wonld remind our lady readers that the ¢ brother ” to whom Mrs. K. owed her
sad experivnee is not to be taken as a representative Mason. A good Mason is always
the champion of the fair sex, ¢ gontle or simple."—.N, L. Freemuson,

. UP-STAIRS MASONRY.

Tue disposition of many ameng our Craft to run after the superficials of Masoury,
tothe neglect of the real, is working a wrcat harm to the Order. It 1-ads to a neglect
of the f.undations without which the whole fabric must crumble and fall, No matter
how grand and imposing tho superstructure from without, or the soft enticemeuts
that are wafted from within, against all of which, in their proper place, we have
nothing to s1y, we cannot atfixd to lose sight of the fact that the sure foundation is
on tye ground flovr of cur Temple, which if left to negleet or decay will bring with
its fall all that has been rearved above it.

Too many among us are niere thermometers, who, in the first principles upon
which true Masonry is founded, are far below zero in the scale of good works, but
terrible on the fuss and tinsel of the loftier degrees,

All wrong, biethren, all wrong, D content to labor diligently in the quarry with
the thousands of your feilows, and you may Lave the proud satisfaction of secing the
stone which your own. Lands have squared take its proper place in the Leautiful
Temple whose foundation you ave to guard, It the ground-work of your Masomry is
allowcd to freeze, all the fire as mrrked by the higher degrees coannot thaw it out,
— e M oni~ Jorrund, °

HOW TO BECOME HAPPY.

Oxci: there was a pewerful and wealthy hing, full of care and very unhappy. Ie
heard of a r:aa famed for his wisdom and picty, and after diligent search found him
in a cave on the border of & wilderness

“1{oly man,” said the King, ¢ am come to learn how I may be happy.”

Witheut makiug a veply, the wise man led the Kiog over a rough pathway, till he
broughr him in front of a high rock, on the top of whichwn cazle bad built her nest,

“Why has the vagle built her nest youder?™” he asted the King,

s Doubtless,” auswered the monarch, ¢ that it mizht be out of danger.”

“«Then imitate the bird,” said the wise man,  “Duild thy soul in heaven, and thou
shalt have peace and happiness.?

Brcarse on the chequered floor we find the sole middle ground on which we can
meet and blead brethren of every country, velizion, and opinion, the high and low,
the rich and poor  Norry 7o rarr—DBecause outside the Mason's ledge we take up
again the fardels which fell off our shoulders as we entered its tyled precinets, Haopy
TO MEET AGAIN—Duecause after baving so often tasted of these joys, we long to partici-
pate once more in the most perfect freedom and most genial friendships known to
man. Haery 10 MEeET, Sorky 1o PArt, Harey 10 MiET AGaIN.—Reyslone.




