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Staniing up in his place in tho Lodge, the chairman, or other mem-
ber appointed ibe that )ullpoe, annou nces to the priding ollicer that
the Coiiittee to whomi) sicli or' sucl matters had bueei referred i3
ready to report.

The question which ii nv ought '-) be put to the meetinig by the pre-
siding oilieer is: " Shall the rep rt be received ?'" But b lre the tiotion
of tho parliamaientary law, like the fietion of ie comnimon Jaw in many
cases, slppli es the piace iof ft, ind the question is suppoed to be put
and carried by the silent aC1 niescence of the members, and theo chair-
mann thon reads the report.

Bat although i. i taken for _ranted, wlen thbere is no opposition,
tha: the report has beei re'ei ved, it. is comn petelt fiar any mem ber to
move that it he iot received; the elfeet of' the adoption of, sieh a mo-
tion wouild I tiink , be to> suppre-s the subject alt ogee and to disniiss
its fuartler eonsiderationi, uin iess a motion was hiso mad< to recoinmit
the report. Cushii ng says, that "l it is not apparent what the precOise
etict of, tle decision would be-whether the Coinii'tee wooid b dis-
charg d and the mnatter there stop, or whelt her the oefui to receivo
the report woild be equivalent to a recomni itinvit ;' lit he admits that
if' the report sf> rejected bo the filnal report ot' the Coinnïttee, which
had adjournîeid witihouît day, the Coniittee would beimetus oficio, unless
revived.

h is, I think, iîo.5t reasonable o suppose that, if tlhe assembly re-
fuses to receive rhe report of the Coiiiittee, the matter necessarily
drop , unile-s revived by a sub sequent resolution to reomma the re-
port- The Coimittee, in nakin.g its report, has aceomplished the duty
colided to it, and notiig more reiains or is coinpetent for it to do.
To refusc to neept. hie report uniîconditionally, is to give the quietus
not. on1 ly to) il, but to the subject-matter on wilich it is based.

But on tho annoninement of lie (Iairmanî that thle Comiîttee is
readi t r< port, if a mot ion he nade to receive it, mr if there le no ex-
prCs oJp*iion maile, it tacirly received, then lie next thing is for
the ia irim to reaid it. '"he parliamientary naie s flr hie chairman
to read tle report in Ii. phace and tlien to hand it to the cierk, who
readm itl îîin But in poplar assemblies and in Masonie Ludges this
formality i not adiered to. Sonietimes the chtairmiîai reads hie report
and soniet' mas the Secretary reads it for hii, and it is not read the
second time unl tlie secon<t reading is enlled for.

The read i ng of t le report i, irs reception. It is, therefore, an error,
altllonyI a very connion one anong persons unnaeq'ua .îted with parlia-
Mentary law, to move, after i his been read, thiat tiie report be received.
This ls already beeri done, and sucli a motion would now bc unneces-
sary and out of time.

The report having been received and read, the Committee is thereby
discharged, i,' the case of a final r port, from any further consideration
of the subjet, and is virtuailly dissolved. It is unnecessaîry, tierefore,
to malke a motion for itsdischarge.

The next question, then, that eomes upis the disposition to be made of
the report. And here it is usual for the friends of the report to move
that it be adopted. Now, the report may be made, as lias alr'eady been
said, in three formns: as a mere expression of opinion, as that expres-
sion accompanied by resolutions, or simply as a resolution or series of
resolutions.

If the report be in the first of these forms, it does not seem necessary


