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Standing up in his place in the Lidge, the chairman, or other mem-
ber appointed tor that purpose, announces to the presiding oflicer that
the Committee to whom such or such matters had been referred is
ready to report.

The question which now ought ‘9 be put to the meeting by the pre-
siding ofticer is: “Shall the report be received 27 But here the tiction
of the parlinmentary law, like the fiction of the common law in many
cases, supplies the place of fact, and the question is suppesed to be put
and carrid by the silent acjuiescence of the members; and the chair-
man then reads the report.

But although it is taken for granted, when there is no apposition,
tha! the report has heen received, it is competent for any member to
move that it be not veceived ; the etfeet of the adoption of” such a mo-
tion would T think, be to suppress the subject altogether and to dismiss
its turther consideration, uniess 1 motion was ulso madc to recommit
the report.  Cushing sayx, that it is not apparvent what the precise
eflect of the decision would be—whether the Committee womd be dis-
chargod and the matter there stop, or whether the refusing to receive
the report wounld be equivalent to a recommitment;” but he admits that
if the report =o rejected be the tinal report ot the Committee, which
had adjonened without day, the Committee would be frawetus ofjicio, unless
revived,

Iiis, T think, most veasonable to suppose that, if the assembly re-
fuses to receive the report of the Committee, the matter neeessarily
drops, nnless revived by asulsequent resolution to recommiu the ve-
port.  The Commitiee, in making its report, has accomplished the duty
contided to it, and nothing more remains or is competent for it to do.
To refiise to aceept. the report unconditionally, is to give the quietus
notl only to i, but to the subject-matter on which it is based.

But on the announcement of the chaivman that the Committee is
ready o veport, if a motion be made to veceive it, or if there be no ex-
press onposition made, it 3+ tacitly received, then the next thing is for
the chairman to vead it. "he parlinmentary nsage is for the chairman
to read the reportin hi. place and then to hand it 10 the clerk, who
reads it again.  But in popular assemblies and in Masonic Lodges this
formality is not adhered to.  Sometimes the chairman reads the report
and somet mes the Seeretary reads it for him, and it is not read the
second time unless the second reading is called for.

The reading of the veport ix its reception. Tt ix, therefore, an error,
altbougrh a very common one among persons unacqut ated with parlia-
mentary law, to move, after it has been read, that the report be received.
This has already been done, and such a motion would now be unneces-
sary and out of time.

The report having been received and read, the Committec is thereby
discharged, iu the case of a final v port, from any further consideration
of the subject, and is virtually dissolved. It is unnccessary, therefore,
to make a motion for its discharge.

The next question, then, that ecomes upis the disposition to be made of .
the report. “And here it is u~ual for the friends of the report to move
that it be adopted.  Now, the report may be made, as has already been
stud, in three forms: as a mere expression of opinion, as that expres-
sion accompanied by resolutions, or simply as a resolution or serics of
resolutions.

If the report be in the first of these forms, it does not seem necessary
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