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The Stolen Diamond.

On the Islaud of Orlenuns, about the

end o1 June last, three people were
wssemlised in a pleasant little room
fronting a neut little garden, They

scemed to be discussing u subject of
lmportance; they were a young tun
of about twenty-five a girl of twenty,
and the father of the latter, 1 man of
ubout {uty.

*“Why dc we peed riches?” asked
Theodore, the young man, ‘ Can they
by chance majntain our huppiness?
Annn and I would live very happily
in a cottage, and the bread earned by
my lubor would be for us both sweet as
ambrosia,” Anna replied with a tender
glance, which seemed very elogquent to
‘Theodore, because it openly repeated
that which the girl’s heart had se-
cretly told him many times. ‘The father,
who had 2 kind fuce, turned his head
asjde to hide a smile, then he ex-
claimed:

** My children, I might tell you many
things which you would oanly use to
repeat in your turn in vain teo your
children twenty years from now; till
then you would neither believe them
nor understund them; but as I love
my daughter more than my life, and
esteem him who desires to be her hus.
band enough to confide her happiness
to his care, I cannot consent to your
union till Theodore returns [rom the
voyage that he is obliged to make under
his employer's orders.”

Theodore gpoke slightingly of thg pro-
fit which he woufd derive from this
voyuge, whose sole motive was com-
mercial reasons ; bat Anna’s father was
inflexible, and the lovers were obliged
to yield to what they considered an
old man’s whim.

** Good-by, Theodore,” said Anna; 1
shall pray Heaven, not that you return
rich, but constant,”
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Theodore assured Anna with a Joving
glance that her wish would be granted,
and a few days later embarckd.

During the long voyage Theodore
thought of the places rhich he was to
visit, which were entirely new to him.
The splendors of the Tropics cvoked by
hls imagination oftercd marvellous pile-
tures; and little by little he formed
an idea of the extraordinary luxury of
Brazil,

But wheno they arrived in Pernam-
buco hix disenchantment was intense,
In disgust at the difference between the
reality and the descriptions, he resol-
ved to think ouly of his beloved; aurl
ax the merchant whom he xlccompxmicd
was to share the profite with him, he
calculated about what he should re-

ceive and exclaimed: ‘‘Anna’s Iather
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will be satigfied, I am now certain that
nothing will interfere with our happl-
ness t” ’

One evening, s&cated in his modest
room with his elbows on the table and
hiz head in his hands, he amused him-
self by arranging the expenses ¢’ his
future home, discussed the grave ques
tion of servants, formed an intermin-
able list of furniture which he consid-
ered necessary to adora his house, and,
not content with alt this, even thoughbt
of how his beloved would look at the
wedding, when suddenly two knocks at
the door interrupted his agreeable task.
He opened the door, and was not a
little surprised at the entrance of a man
who after glancing around the room,
turged and locked the door. Before
Theodore goald speak the unknown
said :

*Siv, we have ouly ten minutes to
make 2 bargain on which depends your
fortunc and my life.”

*“I do not understand you.”

 Listen,” repucw his mysterious jn-
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terlocutor. *‘I am employed in the
mines, I have stolen & diamond and,
frigning illness, have succeeded in belng
sent here. No prinee in the world pos-
sesses a stone 50 precious as this; but
my diamond is a trecasure useless to
me, because I am in need ot money and
without resources I cannot escape to
seh it. So, you understand, I cannot
hope for any benefit from it; and if
you will give me enough to cscape, the
stone is yours.”

*“ But—"" stammered Theocore.

“ Look at it and accept my proposi-
tion; it will make you rich and me
happy, because it will assist me to e-
turn to the bosom of my family.”

And the slave showed an enormous
diamond to Theodore, who cortem-
plated it with intense astonishment.

* Certainly,” he said, “it is a mag-
uificent stone. I huave seen many of its
cluss, but none so pericet nor so large.
Any ruler would be proud ‘v adorn
his crown with it.” .

“Do not }ose time; by depriving
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