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TORONTO, FEBRUARY,

THE BEGINNING.

The Dominion Parliament is sum-
moned to meet for husiness on the 11th
of March. We look confidently for a
bill providing for a Dominion Plebi-
scite un the prohibition question as one
of the earliest Goverunment ieasures
to be introduced.

The present Government was placed
in power with a definite understanding
that there would be carried out the
announced policy of the taking of a
public vote to be followed by the enact-
ment of effective prohibitory legisla-
tion, if the vote showed public opinion
in favor of such & measure.

The action of Parliament will be
awaited with intense interest. On the
details of the plebiscite bill much will
depend, but there is no reason to be.
lieve that there will be anything else
than an honorable and speedy fultil-
ment of the Government pledge The
passing of the Plebiscite Act will be
the inauguration of a tiemendous
straggle, for which it behoves us to be
fully prepared.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION,

By the time this paper isin the hands
of its many readers in the Province of
Ontario, the Provincial Legislitive
Assembly will have commenced its
annual session. The outline of pro.
posed legislation will be before the
public. We have definite assurance
that an important feature of these pro-
posals will be additional restrictions to
be imposed upon the licensed lignor
trafic.

There is here an opportunity for the
present Government to confer incaleul-
able benefits upon the community.
Public sentiment is far nhead of exist-
jug legislation. We have the definite
promise of the Government that legis
lation will be promoted as fast and as
far as public opinion will sustain it.

If this pledge is carried out we ought
to have a great reduction in the num-
ber of licenses permitted. The request
made by the convention held in July is
certainly & moderate one. Onelicense
to 1,500 of the population conld not
reasonably he looked upon by any one
as an extreme wmeasure of restriction.

No objection of any force can he
urged to the proposal that an early
bour should be fixed at which all bar-
rooms must be closed. The seven
o'clock law for Saturday night meets
with universal approval. The same
provision for every night in the week
would be a boon, and wounld, we are
confident, he warmly welcomed by a
vast majority of our citizens.

'THF CAMP FIRE.

The growing evil of club distribution
of liguor is a peril to-day recognized
everywhere. It is hardly possible to
enact legislation ngninst this evil that
would be so drastic as to be more than
public opinion would sustain.

Other Provinces give vo ers the
richt to get rid of existing licenses.
Excepting British Columbia, Ontario
is farthest behind in this Important
tespect.  The request that the people
in a locality should not be forced to
submit to the continuity of an obnox-
lious license is ewminently fair, and
ought to meet with a cordial and
prompt vesponge,

Friends of the tempelunce cause in
ge\'ery part of Oatario, are respectfully
i requested to carvefully watch the pro

ro-'grvss of events during the coming!ilevation of our

| session. They ought to do all in their
| power to strengthen the hands of those
who are seeking to impress the Govern-
ment with the importance of, and the
necessity for all the restiictions askesl
for, especinlly those ubove set out.

Members of the Legislature ought to
be mmade aware of the strength of pub
lic opinien in favor of these soiely
needed restrictions. They ought to be
made aware of the strength of the
temnperance sentiment of their respec
tive constituencies. Important aid
will be given 10 our cause hy eve y
triend of that cause who respectfully,
wisely and determinedly presses upon
his representitive the wisdom of our
demand.

THE PLEBISCITE.

A great mistake will be made by any
prohibitionists who take time at the
present crisis to discuss the coming
plebiscite from the standpoint of party
politics. Whatever may have heen its
origin, it now affords us an opportunity
to crush the legalized liquor traffic in
Canada and for that result every effort
should be made. In the Dominion
Parliament & plebiscite was advocnted
by both Conservatives and Liberals.
Hon. George E. Foster and Hon. David
Mills have both been among its strong-
est advocates. It was however, before
the last election, made a part of the
‘ declared policy of the Liberal Party, so
[ that when the piresent Government
}touk office. it was with the deflnite
l pledge that a vote of the people would
‘be taken on the question of total
national prohibition.

The government is not only commit-
ted to the taking of a vote, but by the
definite declavation of the First Minis-
ter, is committed to the promotion of
legislation giving effect to the will of
the people as declared at the polls.
i There is no uncertainty regarding this
“matter. Such a victory as we expect
ito win for the cause of prohibition
means nothing short of legislation for
the total suppression of the tratfic in
_intoxicating beverages.
| The liquor traffic recognizes this.
i Already there is sore anxiety in the
'ranks of our opponents. They are
L making preparations for a desperate
“fight. It will be a struggle in which
| the existence of the liguor business will
ihe at stake. The outcome will either
"be n death-blow to the traffic or a
. further lease to it of life and power.

. This 18 the crucial year. Un every
i Christian woman and man a heavy
i responsibility rests, Everyone has &
. duty in relation to the contest in which
'everyone ought to have a share. Our

| full strength cannot he exerted unless |

i we act unitedly,. We must forget all
tdifferences and divisions and go into
i the contest as one man The discus-
sion of dead issues is worse than a
waste of time. It is a dissipation of
power.

In these facts we have the highest
IIund of incentives to earnost, deter-

mined, judicious work. We must let
no prejudice or sectionalism interfere

with the responsible duty that we
have on hand We must sink out of
sight minor differences. We must
completely abandon the discussion of
side issues and unimportant details.
TOTAL NATIONAL PROHIBITION
is the question to be presented, argued
and advocated. Matters vegarding
which we have differences of opinion,
may well lie in abeyance, while we
concentrate our energies on winning a
splendid trinmph out of this providen-
tial opportunity.

For the sake of thousands of sin-
cursed homee, for the salvation of
thousands of imperilled souls and
.bodies, for the emancipation and
country and our
|pvoplo. let us go forward in the
strength of God with this single
inquiry. * What can [ personally do
to helpin this serious crisis? " Let the
ingniry be accompanied with decision
to fenrlessly obey the answer that
judgment and conscience dictate. If
we fice the issue in the right spirit
with the right determination, we are
absolutely certain tu win.

GREAT CONVENTIONS.

Duwring 1807 there will be held many
important gatherings and jmposing
demonstrations. Canada will be cele-
brating the 40Uth anniversary of its
discovery by voyagers from the easte: n
world. The whole British Empire will
be declaring its joy in the attainment
by our heloved Queen of the completion
of the 60th year of her beneflcent reign.
The City of Toronto will be the scene
of many important gatherings, repre-
sentative of world-wide movements in
scientific, social and religious progress.

None of these great assemblages will
‘be frought with more weighty import,
or productive of more far-reaching
results than the national and provincial
gatherings of prohibitionists to be held
in July.

A Provincinl Convention will be
opened on July 13th, made up of repre-
sentatives of church congregations,
young people's sacieties, temperance
organizations and similar bodies from
every part of Ontario, It will doubt-
less be the largest ever couvened in
Canada. On the following day the
Council of the Dominion Alliance will
assemble. It is expected to include
representatives from every province,
chosen delegates from every provincial
temperance organization, and a great
number of ecclesiastical bodies. Al-
ready many delegates have been
selected, and plans are being made for
their reception and entertainment
at this important interprovincial
guthering.

The work of both these conventions
will telate to the coming plebiscite.
The Dominion Council will suggest
plans and methods for the campaign,
carefully considering the necessities of
the different localities and wisely
studying meaus for unifying and econo-
mizing the many temperance agencies
available in the different provinces on
which the brunt of the battle must
fall. The provincial gathering will
take hold of offered suggestions and
consider details of the lines on which
the fight in Ontario will be carried on.

We call attention to these meetings
iearly in the year in order that our
friends in every part of the country
may have the dates named in mind,
and lay their plans to give as much
personal assistance as possible in the
deliberations of these important
gatherings, and be prepared to loyally
carry out the policy that may be
agreed upon by our assembled repre-
sentatives.

t

AN ENGLISH CONVENTION.

| The good example set by Canadian
prohibitionists, in tho wise method of
bringing together from time to time
representative prohibitionists to con-
sult regarding the hest methods of
carrying on the prohibition movement
is bhearing fruit in other places. A
« National Convention on the Prohibi-
tion of the Liquor Traftic” for the
United Kingdom will be held in
Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, from
April 8rd to April 8th, 1897

This great gathering will be of a
thoroughly representative character.
National, provincial and denomina-
tional organizations, county, district
or town associations, and local societies
and congregations will have propor-
tionate representation in the con-
vention. Sir \Wilfred Lawson, Bart,
M.P., the great leader of the temper-
ance forces in the British [slands, will,

ag is fitting, preside.
The convention will be divided into

seven sections, dealing with different
phases of the prohibition and liquor
problems  Programmes are already
published giving the names of a great
ariay of social reformers who will pre-
sent, in brief papers, the subjectsto be
discussed. The Executive Committee
charged with the details of arrange-
ments for the meeting is representative
of every phase of organized temperance
and prohibitory effort.

We cannot afford space to record the
many names that are published in
these connections. The following is a
list of the titles of the divisions
under which the many themes pre-
sented will be classified: 1. Historical
and Legislative 2. Prohibition in
other Lands, 8 Economical and
Statistical. 4. Hindrance to Prohibi-
tion. 5. Industrial and Commercial.
8. The Church and Prohibition.
7. Prohibition Organization. 8. Wo-
man’'s help for Prohibition.

WHAT THE PRIESTS SAY.

What is it that keeps the Irish peo-
le in these low social conditions?

he saloon. Thither goes the money
earned hy the sweat of their brows.
Thence do men issue, broken down
in health and strength, to swell the list
of idlers and paupers. Our disgrace
and our misfortunes is the number of
;risuih saloou-keepers.—Archbishop Ire-
and.

I impeach the liguor traffic of high
crimes and misdemeanors. It is
mere wockery to ask us to put down
drunkenness by moral and religious
means.—Cardinal Manning.

The saloon is the recruiting office of
the devil, of blusphemyand of infidelity.
It is the duty, therefore, of all who love
God and the Church to oppose the in-
fluence of the saloon.—Father Burns,

We know that intemperance has
wrought evil in the liherties of our
country, and in the politics of our
country. Obh, the meanness of our
politics, that will be led by the grog-
selling element !—Father Elliott.

We who lahor so hard to rid our
mother country of landlords and land-
lord iniguity onght not to hecome
slaves of the rum lord and how to the
n;nqmty of intemperance— Father Con-
aty.

Let no man say that he is safe
 enough that be has no occasion to take
Ithe pledge. 1 have seen the stars of
heaven fall and the cedars of Lebanon
laid low. The pledge which I ask you
and others to take does not enslave—it
makes free. Temperauce brings hless-
in%s u;) Ibot}l ha.n(}s—hlessings for time
an essings for eternity--Father
Mathew. & y—Fat

We do not helieve that the Church
should leave th: fleld entirely alone
to the saloon-keeper to champion our
laws. We believe that as long as the
saloon dares, with brazen effrontery,
to demoralizge our politics that the
Church, with uprightness, with a clear
and serene countenance should enter
the political area to purify it —Father

Cleary.




