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THE CANADIAN HORTICULTURIST

Growing Tomatoes Uncler Glass
Archibald H. Walker, Macdàonald College, Quebec

POSSIBL3ilite grenter nuimber afthe ircadcrs ai Tite Cnnadian Nor-
ticuiturist have more or less know-

ledge af hov the drap is grown under
glass. This article is intcauded mare for
those wt'ho ire not qa %veil vcrscd and
just feeling îhicir way At the sanie
tirne there nuay' le qnn phiase of this
subject of iaitcrest ta ail].

During the p;ast five >,ears a large
rnmber of experimcnt% lia'.c iwcn con-
ducted hcerc Nith tomatoti.. Thuose wvhsh
1 de.1l %ith arc pcrhaps of mure %aiue
ta the gro,.%cr than any (atler.

Experiments wverc conducted for thrcc
v.ars to dctcrminc w~hetlicr it %vere pos-
sable ta hanve tomntocs f ran Ortober
until July vithuout a break, and, if it
wce possible, whethcr fruit wvould be
had in suflicient quantaty to mnake it pay.
'e fousid. hoiwcver, iliat wvhile %ve hid

excellent faîll and carlv ivintcr and
spring craps. aur plantations intcndcd
for a, uinter crop %vcre failures tram a
paying stnndpoint, thcreforc i have no
hesitation ini saVing ta those interested
in tomnto, growiaag never ta attcmpt
planting withi a vicw ta commence pick-
ing fruit say by the ianiddle ai january,
because vou ivill surely bc disappointcd.
The %ventiler condltions during Noveni-
ber and Dcembelr arc such that it is
next ta impossible ta get any fruit as
ail] grow!hi is wveak nnd drawýn througli
lack ai sulighit or even good dayligbt
nt tiles Consequcntly the flowcr
trusses, or rallier what would have been
flower trusses at a différent scasan, %were
%vcik and thec flowers, if nny, imnperfcct,
the resuit bcing a crop of touaige which
Sa fair therc is no dcmand for on the
markct.

CROWr.xO TWO cîtorS
Experience has sliown me that tw*o

crops cari C.sily lie takecn tram the sanie
liouse in the vear Mien hndlcd in the
follnwizng %Vay. Sccds sýovn not flter
titan Juiy istw~ili givc lian*s fit ta bcnch
up tram 3'.; incli pots by August ist,
sc-tiing tic plants uSR incites -.part ench

'a."Noîiîingis k;a.incd In- rloser or
%vidier planting." rhec llrst fruits are
ripe hy the %crrnnd %veck in Octobcr, and
thec crnp lasts zinuil the middle af Jan-
unirv. In ilhe nicantime lnntker sowvingz
lins limi ninde on (t-tobecr 231hl. and hIcl
plants r.iai nver in :,T: inchi pots, and
byv the tinmr vota have the lintisc' clc.ncd
in;ut andi brnribcs in sape for rcpla.ntiniz
:huCsc plants arc juçt the righit sir.c, .- vcr-
zaging rine font in licight. Ripe fruits
-ire olitained frr this plantiniz by the
tdi ve in A, il, ilie crop listing ai-
rnn.tt until fruit is nabtainab11le trom'out-
doors. lIlandicti in ibis wav the house
is trndcr crop zlmos;t the full twClIvc

March, l<.i.3

-quaire foot of bench arca, as t
so min' items ta bc considered,
express charges, commission,

months. The sprîng crap finishing Up baxes, etc., but 1 wvill give thue
in July sanictimes gives time ta cîcar weight ai fruit taken tram ont
out the aId soil and bring in thie nicw. the crop bcing just finished, thi

Too ricli a soul is flot desirable as too arca af wvhich i5 725 square fc*
rank a graovth %vill bc made. On the fruit %veighls close ta i,900 lhs.,
ather luand goad resuits are flot obtnin- little better titan 2A3 lbs. per
ced frram a poar sail, cspecially whcn you foot. The wvhalcsale prices
intend ta take bathi fail and spring craps WerC tram 20 ta 25 cents a pou
tram the sanie sou. What 1 wvould con- spring crop froni the saine haus
sider the best possible sail would be bc just as heavy, wvith price
i-oted sod, "lamy." Add ta Ibis a about the samc. This should
gooti sprinkling af bance meal. Such a total weiglit per square fat o
qoil wi'l carry the crop tbraugli in ex- thing like flic and a quarter po
cellent shape. For the spring crop sim- leave the reader ta judge how t
ply dig in a fairly heavy dressing af pares with cther greenhause crd
wvll-rottcd manure and another sprink- Inu conclusion, 1 may say th:
ling ai bane meal. Such a soul will flot cansider it neccssary ta ex'
carry your second crop nicely. the details in collection %vith tl

The question is often asked me: C3)es iing ai this crap. Sbould any
il pay ta growv tamatoes under glass? I sire fuller information 1 will be
ar n ot prepared ta say at thîs juaicture give such privately or thraugh i
just wthat money there is in this crop per adian Hortiètitturist.

How toi Make and Handie a Hlotbed
John Gail, Wenton, Ont.

IN making a hotbed, the flrst step ista choose a gnad situation on the
south side ai a building, v;alI or close

board fence, wherc the cold winds frora
the nortb will bc broken and aill the suni-
shine passible will lx- abtained. After
deciding on the site, the (rame should
bc made. A simple (rame ay be made
out of two-inch plninks. It should be
constructeti in such a maniner that. it cani
be raiscd if neccssary should the plants
-et tao close ta the glass. The trame
shouild ait lenst bc six inches higher at
the back than at the front, in order that
the rain %vill run off rendily andi that t'ha
plants get more sunshine. The sashes
generally useti are thrc feet by six.
Thei anas? sntisfactory materiai for use
in hotheti sash is double thick, second
quahity glassz sashe-s campaseti ai ibis
ma.-terial suifer comp.tr.tively little break-
aige.

A hotbed may be made cubher aboyc or
bciaw groundi. If abave grouind, it mny
be miade in nny eituation wiucire the water
is flot likcly ta lie. The one bélow -round
as usually preicra-ble if it can be madie
where the landi is high ind weil draincti.
To makec thue latter, the sal should be
tal<en ont ta the depîh ai about two ect
andtiabout thrce ect %vider than the frime
,o thai. iluere miii bc room for banldng.

The bnnk-ing is a v-cry important part
of the construction ai a hotbcd, as flic
conservmtion of lucat ini the bcd depencis
'-cry much ta pon it. Mach labor wvili be
s.ived %vhiere the necessniry excavation
for the frime has been dug in the fahl
%vliicn thcre is no trost in thc groti.

Horse mnnurc is thc bcst ta tuse in
naaking Ilhe hotbeti, and it should bic
quite fi-csh, nat calti and rotten, andi net
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already heated. It should be piled ncar
where the hotbed is to be, and when il
begins to hient it should be turned lt
make it of more unifori consistencv.
Fi'e or six days after turning it shuid
be quite hot and ready for use.

he bed is started from one end and
the mannure shaken in from a fork so thai
the long anId short manure may bc %eW
mixcd. When one layer is made il
should be tramped wcll and then anoîher
layer startcd, and sa on,A.ramping each
laycr well until the manure is the rc-
quired depth. Atter the znanurc bas
bc-en put in, the frime should be placed
on,and then front four ta about six inr-lir,
mnore manure put in and banked wcll
around thec sides af the frame, both in-
sie and out. Outsidc, the mnnurc
should bc banked ta the top of the tratme
and from tivelvc ta litteen inchce' in
wvidth. The bcd is noiv reidy for the
lights. The franie should bc Sa --ar
structed that they wviil fit snugly. Shel-
ters made af aneich lumber, the saire
size ns, thue sashes, zrc use! ul for i-,vCtt
ing them, as thcy help ta colisere the
hecat in cold wenthcr.

TflE SOIT, TO USE
In two or three days the sash 0Jnaili

be rcmavcd, the manure given n tranir
-ill over, making it level wvberc r-rrc
sarv, -and then the soil put on. T izet
Ille 1>est ircsults, the sali should hrc' -f :%
rirlh chainacter so thit it %viii flot ýLke
Mie eoil shouid bc from five ta six ip-htç
in dcptbi over the mnnure, end it ",'tl-
ter ta h.-ive it a littUe deep thlm. a
sha.llow. The sai] whcn it is ; . in
should comc necar the top of the ':ai-
nt the iowcr sidc, as the manur. -aîi
sinkc considcrably, ;and the nearc h


