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The Q%tlloﬂl. next meeting, to establish a permanent fund for printing, which
e R - - -— {shall be able to flood the country with a weekly issue, in pam-

We invite our subscribers to send contributions for the phlet jorm, of the most valuable documents of this sort ; ar,
*“Question Drawer,” and so help to make it nteresting and | perhaps, better yet, to puschase columns in some of the largest
profitable.  We should bke to make it helpful in the solution | journals ?
of such literary and lstorical difliculties as every reader is sure e
to meet with from tune to time. I at any tune questions are|  § the contention of those friends of Queen’s and Victoria
allowed, through oversight, to pass unanswered we shall be| Universities who are oppostd to federation, that the removal of
obliged if the one who asked will send us a renunder. those mshtutions to Toronto would have a tendency to dry up

We congratulate Ins}:ccto:;;;n;cs on the tangible evidence the streams of private munificence by which they have hitherte
of kind feclug given hum by the teachers of the city in the been largely suppor\cq, could be demonstrated wc.should join
presentation noted in our news columns.  Such a manifestation with them m deprecating such remoyal as a T:flamny. Uf‘dcr
of personal and professional regard, after cleven years of any circumstances our colleges and untversities .w'“ have to
service, is indecd gratifying. The increase of the namber of dcpcnd’ more and more upon voh.mtary contributions for sup-
the city teachers during that period, from 67 1o 200, shows purl.. I he work of hxg!wr coucau?x‘\ can }mvcr be adcqu;l.t.ely
that the educational progress of "Toronto has at least kept pace provided ,for fro§n pub!xc funds.‘ There is reason to be leve
with the growth of 'ts population and commerce, and Mr. that public sentiment is becoming less rather than more in
Hughes may well feel proud of this trnibute of esteem and con- favour of such a cowrse, and that the day may no.t E)e far dl‘.s'
fidence on the part of so large and mtelhgeat a body of tant when ¥hc many who are unable to reap any direct bene 't,
teachers. from such institutions will refuse longer to be taxed to supbort

. them for the few who can and do profit by the advantages

“ An examination made by questions that direct attention offered. ‘The example of the United States shows what volun-
only to the amount of knowledge o pupil has acquired, is liable | taryism is able to do for higher education. Almost every
to mislead and do injustice. It may make much more or{week we hear of Jarge donations and bequests for wale and
much less of him than he is worth.” female colleges already exisung or to be founded.  This is as

So says Hon. J. W. Dickinson in the dmnvrican Teacker. 'The i should be. It is doubtful if there is any other way in which
point is well taken.  Any examination quesiions which am|, philanthropist can better use his money to advauce the best
simply at ascertaining of how many facts the candidate is pos- Finterests of his country and his kind than by devoting it to the
sessed in regard to the subject matter are a failure from the support of institutions of learning whose influence will be per-
educational point of view, and any conclusions or awards l'm‘sed petuated through ail time to come.
upon the answers to such questions are preuty sure to do injus:
tice to e better class of pupils. It would be a mistake, Bow-| e following extracts from the address of the Rev. Septi-
ever, to con'dcmn the system of examinations because of its] ¢ Jones, M.A., before the Toronto Teachers’ Associa ion,
frequent misuse. A skilful examiner will always frame bis{ .. dircetly in line with the views which the SciooL JoUrNaL
questions with a view to drawing out not simply the amount of { ;¢ advocating from week to week, and are worthy of special
knowlcdg.e that has been acquired, but also the amount of i1 ,hagis as coming from one well qualified to speak on educa-
-tclligcnt, mdcpcndu.nt thinking that Ifaa bccn. done in rcfurring;ﬁoml questions 1—
lso.lat.cd f:}cls to 1l?c|r proper places in relation to underlving *System Js goud, but only as a means to an end. Our
principles and lavs. ! educational system is a bureaucracy—the tendency of which,

- . ] e ! unless carefully guarded, is to reduce the teachers and pupils of

The Congress of Educators which held its sessions ia New ! e country to'a set of mechanical puppets, who must needs

Orleans during the last week in February, was a meeting of al dance just’as their masters may choose to pull the strings, or, if

hundred or more prominent educators from ail parts of the il may be atluwed to use the metaphor, to produce teachers and
United States, Canada, and Europe.  Frequent sesstons were | prpils of one <cttled type like so many bricks turned out of a
X : " i machine. all of one weight, size and shape, and bearing the

}j"]d during the week, at which many "t"lc “dd"‘”-‘s“-‘ were de- stamp of the manutactory.  Itis Dutch gardening.”
livered and many good papers read. The question now 15 how! .« * * %

can all the wealth of material thus gathered be utlized for lhl:‘! System 1s gocd, but only as a means to an end.  What we
public good ? The N. E. Journal of Education says that : “1fj want is to draw out and apply to the greatest advantage the

only the masses of intelligent people could be brought o read | Powers both of 1‘1}0 teacher mllddlhc ‘}‘1‘)“}1 “'hﬂ“’;"&:; method
: : . loes this best is the best method.  The human mind presents
a small portion of these admirable addresses > Metro. | 99 . the ' "

P ¢ addresses ; or if the Metro inexhaustible varieties,  No two teachers or pupils are consti-

politan press could be persuaded, for one day in a week, toyed exactly alike.  For any mortal man to sit at an office
surrender its coluns devoted to the races, fashions, the mur-{table, and thence attempt to regulaie all the details of the
der-trial of the gallows-bird sure to beacquitted, or the dreary methods of every teacher in the country, is almost like arrogat-

lucubrations of literary babes and sucklings, and print a selec- | M8 10 himself the auribute of omniscience. If it happens to
tion from such rich material as was offered to the Congress of be a professional teacher who is seated at that table, he will be
aenal as was offereC to the (ongress of | o 5ed to impose his own hobbies; and the modes which

Educators, there might be more hope of progress,” and asks | ysed to suit him best must, he thinks, equally suit every other
whether it is not possible for the National Association, at its| right thinking teacher in the country.  If he is not an experi-

-
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