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ently to carry on ail the work of detail
in accordance with them and not in
violation of them. We will therefore
proceed to outline very briefiy some
portions of Mr. Spencer's work; trust-
ing that those who have read it wili
not resent our refreshing their mem-
ory, and that those who are un-
acquainted with it, will not be satisfied

k ith our smmary, but wili turn to the
wvork itself.

Setting out with the fundamental
question, "What knowledge is of most
worth ?'> Mr. Spencer in his first chap-
ter denionstrates conclusively that the
answer must be-Science. He shows
that itis one of the laws of progress that
the ornamental precedes the useful, in
point of time ; the savage tattooing
his body brilliantly before lie thinks
of the desirability of clothing it. Up
to the time at which Mr. Spencer
vrote, at any rate, our education had
been in the lower and analogous con-
dition, aiming at mere mental adorn-
ment, and seeking rather to give the
means of making an imposing display
than to subserve any really useful
end. To rise above this condition
ive needed some standard by which
to test, not merely the individual
value of each branch of knowledge,
but the relative values of ail the var-
ious branches; by which means wemiglit hiope to answer the vast ques-
tion with which we set out. his
measure of value is to be found in thebearing of each branch of knivedge
on life and conduct. r e function
of true education, Mr. Spencer main-
tains, is to prepare a man to live acomplete life;-to discharge to the full
extent of his faculties, his duties to
his own body and mind and busi-
nes, to his family, to society; and
to be capable of duly enjoying aIl
those sources of happiness wim Na-
ture supplies. Therefore each branch
of knowledge will be valuable in pro-
portion as it subserves this function.
Proceeding to apply this test, Mr.

e ce b f. 27

Spencer brings the problem into man-
ageable shape by c 1lassifying the vari-ous kinds of activity which make up
human life in the truc 'rder of their
subordination ; giving Le place of
prior importance to each division,
which is a condition precedent to the
existence of the next. He arranges
them, therefore, as follovs :-e .
Those activities which directly min-ister to self-preservation; •. Those
activities which, by securing the nects-
saries 0f life, indirectly minister to
self-preservationth 3. Those activities
wvhich have fur their end the rearingand discipline of offspring; 4. Those
activities which are involved in the
maintenance of proper social and po-
litical relatins ; 5. Those miscella-
ninous activities which make up theleisure part of life, devoted to the
gratification of the tastes and feelings."
Taking these divisions in turn, Mr.
Spencer ascertains what knowledge is
of most worth in its bearing upon
each, and finds that in every one of
them scientific knowledge is the de-sideraun. We will briefly indicate
how this conclusion is reached in each
case.

d. 1Ilappily, thataîl-important partof education whichi goes to secure
direct self-preservatiot, is in great
part already provided for " by Nature.
During infancy there is protection in
the instinct -f self.preservation; and
subsequently the child acquires, bythe rougli but benevolent disciplineof experience, a knowledge of how tocontrol its movements and avoid small
hntNars. Our duty is merely to see
that Nature is not thwarted by unwise
repression of that spontaneous activity,the indulgence in which gives a child
this salutary experience. But this
alone does not complete the education
required for direct self-preservation.
The body lias to be guarded not only
against merely mechanical damage,but also against the disease and death
which must follow breaches of physi-


