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accarately made and reported shall advance the
knowledge of tillage beyond where it has stoud
for many years.”” There s still the same de-
plorable lack of originality in the lit:rature of
the farmer.

The query at once preseats itself, how is this
to be done ? Not by readiug the records of the
past alone, however valuable they are bat by
observing with critical eare ull the phenomena
connected with vegetable und wunnal physiclogy,
in relation buth to the earth aud the atmos
phere, mcluding everything that affects the con-
ditioa of domesticatCd aviwmals and cultivated
plans. Books coutawed cnly the kn.wn, and
g0 far as their coutents are valuable aud usfal
they report the exact processes of pature in re-
gard to the subjects discassed.  Let the reader
learn 'o discriminate therefore between knowledge
and theory ; 1o doing sv he will suon learn that
there is & wide difference between knowledge
and theory, betwecn experim-nt and hypothess,
between fine talkivg and writing and workiog i.
the ficld, between actual observation and predic-
able assertion. .

To christianity faith is a fundamental, and
therefore an indispensable element. But in
physics demonstration entirely preclndes the
necessity of faith, and theref.re th reader of an
agricaltural p.per desires, and esperially so if
he is a practical farmer, t> learn what a man
knows, Dot What he believes, or what he ssserts
from hearsay, Neither by many or by few
words does a writer commend himself is what
they desire, whether it be_conveyed in many or
to the rea! hupgerers and thirst rs for know-
ledwe. Truth, few words. Some pride them-
gelves on short articles, seeming to convey the
impression or conceit that becaus? they write
short articles, ergo, they are good ; alsy that
long articles, becuuse they are long are worth.
less. Sach, however, i3 not the decision of the
analytical reader, for he learns to jndge of the
contents of a paper not by th: lung'h of its
articles, but by their quality. What a man
knows, not what Le believes or has heard, is
what the farmer warts and seeks by reading.

The advancement of farm literature maust d. -
pend upon the observations of practical farmers,
and not upon the hypothetical speculations «f
mere theorists, writers or lecturers who kuow
pothing practically concerning tie subjects
they write or talk about.

What would s city schoolmaster say of a fur-
mer who pever taught schuol a day io his Iif ,
who should write an essay oo school keeping,
dictatiog how a school should be organiz.d and
conducted 2 A way with such nebscnsical spec-
ulations, would say the practical teacher. Bo-
fore undertaking to teach others, first learn by
experience in the schoolroum what cannot be
learned anywhere else ; then instruct the mas-
ters. lo such a decision the teacher would be
right.

Bat to reverae the picture Suppose a city
schovlmaster, known as the priucipal of a sl
school for young ladies, should attcrpt to writ
or cumpile an e:say or matual on practical fun
ing. What would the farmers be likely to sy
of it? They would sgay, just what practiul
se.oulmasiers would say, of those Who kugy
nutling practically about school-ket ping, yet.
tempt to dictate by lectures or eseuys howty
condact o school. Just for a momert conter
plate a city schoulmaster attempting to instrog
pac ical furmers on the rotation of creps. X,
sutor ultra crepidam.is a Romin maxim of g
eral app 1cation and at ouce suggests iteell, |t
is quite as absurd for a schoolmaster to teuh
the practical farmer tte picetics of the amtyf
conducting & farm, or of economical agricaltu,
as it is for the farmer to attewrpt to teachth
practical schoolmaster the art of corductings
school.

Did Mr, Bikewell, an Englishinan, aod %
prince of stuck-breeders learn his art froms
gchoolmuster’s mauual on farminz? Did the
Mesars. Colling produce the improved Shot
horns in a simJar way ?  Or was it not raty
by obscrvation and e¢xperience uaited Tg
were carefal observers aud exprrinenters ; af
thus the Messrs. Colling and Mr. Bakewell pn
duced results that have proved their elaint
the noble honor of being benefactors of mankid
They did sumething to advance the pructica st
of cattle and sheep breeding. Men of Ik
spint und enterprise are now wanted ja v}
other drpartment of furming. .

He who by expcrimenting learns hov )
grow the greatest amount of wheal, rye, tnf
purley or oats per acre, with the least cost pig
pushel, wilt then be able to teach what ev
farmer wishes to know and what 0o famer v
does koow. He also m the same waj t acheshi
(0 grow acnualy that crop which is most pef
fitable without regard to rotation of crops b
application of suitable fertilzers, will beeatlbdy
to u place ou the scroll of fame, by the it o
Bakewell and Colling, as a benefuctor of i
tace. :

To the same hon.r he will be eotitled %
teaches the cheapest m-thod of meking b
mutton, pork and wool—any or all of g
staple products. These lessons can oty
learned by « xperimenters in the field solinteg
garden, among herds and flocks, and in breedig
and fecding. Facts thus developed will sl
the material for muking the science of agick
.ure, when they are all known. The facty
the pussession of practical farmers to day. U8
bave never found their way ioto aoy hoik &g
paper, ate worth inficitely more to practies) s
economical farmers, than all that have ever g
printed, from the times of Cat> and Colar:y
down to the preeent time, .

Farmers! will you farnish fac's for the (o
try Gentleman, no matter how commod, i}




