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constantly walking over the graves of an -immense population, and paincd with a
sense of utter darknoss, as to every thinz connected with them, except that they
bequeathed to posterity those existing and confounding traces of their .cxistence; so precisely
shoyld we be sitmated, with regard to all the human race, and all the mighticst changes in
the surfice of the globe, were we, as Plutarch was, destitute of all that history for which
we arc exclusively indebted to the Old Testament Scriptures. We should have the
tumuli which, fromn the days of Homer to the present, have been scon on the plains
of Trov; the frightul heaps of desolation on the foundations of Babel; the ruined tombs,
templss and pyramids of ancient Ilgypt, sculptured with characiers, which curiosity has
decyphered, on'y to be disappointed; the gigantic remains of distant antiquity in India, as
silent and gloomy as the quarried temple of Elephanta; to such as these”the geologisis might
add ticir ticorics of miglity convulsions in natre, and immense periods of time; and in
thc midst of all, the scveral traditions cf the nations might be heard spcaking with
a confusion of tongues which would do credit to an ancient cmigration. from Babel, cach
noeding an interpretor nearly as much as the secrots it protends to unveil; so that aere
we to atempt, from such sources; an account of the progress of the human family
during the vast period we have mentioned, what better could we do, than imimte the
geographer, and write terra incozmita over the whole. The curions hicroglyphic map
- coanected with this work, intonded don_xbt!css for a history of a numcrous people, great
movaments, lonz periods, divers changes, wars, afflictions, successes; intended, morcover, to
teach somothing of tac goography, natral history, and vegetable productions, of tiz countrics
in which thoy occured, but <o curiously blind, may be taken as no inapproprizte illustraiion of the
plainest traces we could discover under such circumstances, of gll that transpired from
tic creation of man, through more than thirty coaturies of his postority.  Yes, the whole
reason of the wide difference, betwzen our prosont chart of the history of man, during
all that period, and the chart contained in this volume, is founded in the knowledge
for which we are indebted alone to the Bible,

But cexcoeding'y insignificant as are all resources for the carliest history of the world
independantty of the Bible, they may be of great consequence in conrection with the
Bible. 'They may add no ficis to what it contains; but they may contradict or confirm
what it coat:inz. A sing'c linz of inscription upon a 'Theban tombh; a bone dug up from
the dopths of the carth; a stratum of rock, or rubbish, discovered in the interior of a
mountain, may add very litile to our knowledze of facts, illustrating the history of the
globz; but it will bacome of great importance, if it conflict, or harmonize, with any stat>ments
*which Moses, professing to writc under divine inspiration  has recorded. Onc discovery
of the Antignarian, or thc gcologist, perfectly authenticated, accurately interpreted, certainly
speaking .the truth, and ccriainly contradictory to the Mosaic record; what an cvidence against
his imspration! 'Then how singularly has the Bible exposed itself to attack; what an immense
fronticr has it had to dofond; what a chain of posts in the wilderness to protect. Relating
minutely the most important cvents, from the creation of the world, for scveral thousand
years; cvents, such as tradition, and inscriptions, and monuments, and strata of the carth,
if they speak of any thing, can hardly avoid recording, in somec shape or cther; thus,
coming into contact witix all the rescarches of litcrature and science at innumerable points,
and inviting investigation; challenging attack along the whole line of its duinils; whal book
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