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constantly walking over the graves of an. immense population, and pained with a
sensO öf utter darkness, as to cvery thing connected vith theIm, except that they
bequethed to posteriry those existing and confounding traces of their existence; 'so precisely
shoull wc bc situated, with regard to al ithe hunan race, and ail the migitiest changes in
the surfice of the g!obe, were we, as Piutarch was, destitute of ail that history for which
we are cxclusively indchted to the Old Testament Scriptures. We should have the
tumuli which, fro:n the days of Iloner to the present, have been seen on the plains
of Tro; the fr.gltful ieaps bf desolation on the fbundations of Babel; the rined tombs,
templýs aJnd pyramids of anc'cnt Egypt, sculptured with characters, which curiosity has
decypher-d, only to b disappointed; the gigantic romains of distant antiquity in India, as
silent an. g!oomy as t' quarried temple of Elephanta; ta such as thesethe geologis:s might
add tie:r Ûcorics of mig;ty convulsions in nature, and immense periods of time; and in
tie midst of all, the several traditions cf th.c nations might bo lieard speakirng with
a confusion of tongues which would do credlit to an ancient enigration, fromn Babe!, aci
needig anl interpretr nearly as mucli as the secrts it pretends tu unveil; so that were
we to at:cmpt, from suCh saurces; an account of the progress of tje human family
duriig the vast period wc have mcntioned, what better could we do, than i:nitate the
geographer, and write terra incognita over the who! . The curious hieroglyphic map
connected vith this work, itended doubtless for a history of a numicrous peop!c, great
movements, long periods, divers changes, wars, afflictions, successes; inended, morcover, to
tea-Ih so:neting of th'e geography, natural history, and vegetab!c producti o, of thi countries
in which îthey ocured, bat .o curiously blind,. miy be taken as no inapproprit il!ustration of the
plainest traces we could discover under such circumstanccs, of ail tiat transpircd from
the creation of nan, through marc than thirty coenturies of his posterity. Ves, the whole
reaso:t of the wide differenice, betwen our pr3sent chart of the history of man, during
all that per:od, and the chart containcd iii this volume, is founded i the knowledge
for wivîch we arc indebted alonc ta the Bible.

But exceeding'y insignificant as are ail resources for the carliest history of the world
ind-puubnfy of the Bible, they may bc of gr-at consequence iii conn'ctin with the
Bible. 'hey may add no ficts ta what it contains; but they may contradict or confirm
iyhtî it coit ti:s. A singc line of inscription upon a Theban tomb; a bone dug tup fron

the dqpths of the carth; a stratum of rock, or rubbish, discovered in the interior of a
nou:ntain, may add very little ta our knowledge of facts, illustrating the history of the
glolb; but it will becomc of grcat importance, if it conflict, or harmonize, with any statements
which Moses, professing to write under divine inspiration. has recorded. One discovcry
of t'Ue Antiq'prian, or the geologist, perfectly authenticated, accurately intrpreted, certaiily

speaking the truth, and certainly contradictory to the Mosaic record; wIat an ovidence against
his insp!rat:on! Then how singularly lias the Bible cxposed itself to attack; what an immense
frontier has it had to defand; what a chain of posts in the wilderness to protect. Relating
ininutely the most important events, from the creation of the world, for several thousand
years; events, such as tradition, and inscriptions, and monuments, and strata of the carth,
if thcy speak of any thing, can hardly avoid recording, in sanie shape or cthr; thus,
coming. into contact with ail the rescarches of literature and science at innumerable points,
and inviting investigation; challenging attack along the whole ine of its dtiis; whal book
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