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Toqu to the Toquahts, Ohy to the Ohyahts, Nitin to the
Nitinahts, Klah-oh-Qu to the Klah-oh-Quahts, and so on.
The natives added the termination Aht in honour of their
instructor or progenitor, Quawteaht. Subdivisions of tribes
occasionally take place by the secession of restless, influ-
ential individuals, who, with their families and friends,
endeavo- to start newtribes -under their own chiefship.
In this way-if a natural increase ,f numbers is possible
in a savage state of life-we may suppose that the tribes
now existing along the coast branched off formerly from a
few parent stems; a supposition which accords with one
of the legends of the people.. These first families, leaving
the parent tribes, and settling at good fishing-places, would
forget their kindred in a few generations, and treat them
in al respects as members of separate tribes. But against
the supposition of such secession having occurred frequently
in modern days, there is the improbability of the number
of these natives having increased ; and the fact (which
will be proved farther on) that the Aht language has not
changed materially within the last century, as would most
likely have been the case if subdivisions and formations of
new tribes had been common.


