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THE INDIAN QUESTION

There is no use in pretending that
considerable uneasiness is not felt as
to the changed attitude of the Indians
on the remote localities towards the
white people. We do not know that
the Indians are wholly to blame. Ac-
counts have reached us of great in-
justice being done them by white peo-
ple, and it is not a matter of surprizse
that they are in somewhat of an ugly
frame of mind. We are not appre-
hensive of any immediate difficulty,
but the principle that “an ounce of
prevention is better than a pound of
cure” fits the case like a glove. The
unrest has its origin in several things.
One of them is the not unnatural feel-
ing of the Indians when they. see their
hunting grounds restricted bx settle-
ment and their fishing privileges cur-
talled by regulation, that they are be-
ing deprived of rights which are theirs
beyond all question. We must not ex-
pect the Indians to see things from
our point of view. Do we not know
that in considering the very plain
case of the Songhees Reserve white
men, as anxious to have that mat-
ter settled as any one can be, have
read into the correspondence between
Governor Douglas and the Colonial
Office things favorable to the Indians-
which are not there = Ought we then
to be surprised that the Indians them-
selves are easily convinced that their
rights are very much ' greater than
they are? Two things seem to us to
be necessary. The first is to show the
Indians that the authority of the white
man is not to be trifled with. This
lesson should be hrought. home by &
demonstration to them .of the.nature
of the authority and of its sufficiency
to maintain peace and punish offend-
ers. When this has been done, the
next step should be to exhibit to the
Indians a disposition to deal with
them in a spirit or perfect fairness,
and genuine liberality. If ever it came
tio a question of force the Indians
would -make a poor resistance. But
force ought to be avoided as long as
it is possible. The plans of the pro-
vincial government are all that can
be expected from that quarter, and
are ample for the purposes within its
jurisdictien, but, the Indians beimgthe
wards of the Dominion, it seems to us
that it would be wise on the part of
the federal government to assume
some of the duties of guardianship
other than those ordinarily under-,
taken. In other words it ought to see
that its wards keep the peace. We
have the best of reasons for saying
that the federal authorities are very
much alive to their duty in this re-
spect, and will act promptly when a
judicious line of action can be laid
down. One of the difficulties in the
situation is the very natural desire of
officials not to exaggerate the unrest
for this may possibly lead them to
minimize the necessity for action of
any kind. Under any circumstances
the matter is a delicate one to handle;
but our humble judgment, which may
or may not be.of any walue, is that
there ought to be action taken by the
Dominion government in concert with
the precautions taken by the provin-
cial government,

THE UNITED STATES TARIFF.

It would. seem absurd to claim that
the revised tariff will meet the expect-
ations of the people of the United
States. During the last presidential
contest they were led to expect that
the election of Mr. Taft meant a se-
ries of ehanges in the direction of
lower duties. The bill prepared by
Representative Payne was a bona fide
attempt to comply with that expecta-
tion; but when the measure got into
the senate the majority of that body
under the lead of Senator Aldrich as-
sumed the astounding position that
the pledge -of tariff revision meant re~
vision upward and .not downward.
The Aldrich Bill was not calculated to
reduce customs taxation, and that was
what the people had been promised.
They had been assured that the inter-
ests of consumers would be consider-
ed to some extent, but the Senate Bill
conveniently ignored the existence of
any such class in the community. The
measure as patched up in the Senate
being very different from what it was
when the house passed it, a confer+
ence of the two houses was the next
step iunder the constitutional practice-,
and at this stage the President was
able to use his influence to some ex-
tent. The result has been a compro-
mise, which like most compromises,
satisfies nobody. The President will
sign the measure as it stands, but he
will doubtiless do so with a heavy
heart, for he knows perfectly well that
it i€ not a fulfillment of the pre-elec-
tion promises which he made and
which were made in his behalf. 1In
preparing the measure as it stands
both of the great political parties were
concerned. The Republicans stood out
more strongly than the Democrats for
high protection, but the latter have to
bear a large share of the responsibility.

The chief interest attaching to the
new tariff from an outside point of
view is its political effect. In  some
of the United States papers it is easy
to See evidence of a belief thit there
will be a breaking up of old party

lines, and the formation of a new par-
ty, which will specifically éspouse the
cause of the comsumer. As one Wri-
ter expresses it, the Democrats who
have fought side by side with Repub-
licans in the interests of the consum-
ers, can hardly oppose.each other;in a
campaign in the consumers’ interests.
If the expected new line of political
demareation is drawn, one can hardly
say how far it may not extend. The
people of the United States submit to
a great deal of misgovernment because
they have faith in the sufficiency of
their particular form of government to
produce remedies for all pelitical ills
as soon as the case becomes serious
enough to demand a remedy. Some-
times the remedy is a very costly one,
as was the case with the abolition of
slavery; but they are contemt to wait
feeling certain that, in the words at-
tributed to Lincoln “you can fool all
of ‘the people some of the time; you
can fool some of the people all of the
time; but you cannot fool all of the
people all of the time.” As a general
proposition that is true enough, but
the process by which it is worked out
is apt to be slow and destructive. It
is unsafe to make even general poli-
tical prophecies; but. we. think the
signs are that the people of the Unit-
ed States are becoming tired of high
protection, and that the trend of pub-
lic opinion in favor of a lower tariff
will receive a decided impetus from
the action of congress.

The United States showed the world
the way to high protection as a fiscal
policy and as long as that policy pre-
vails in that country the trade condi-
tions of other countries will not be
seriously disturbed by anything which
congress may do in the way of alter-
ing the customs schedule. But once
let genuine tariff revision be wunder-
taken, once let duties be so lowered
that the United States approaches
anything resembling a free trade basis
and every civilized nation will find its
commerce affected. Years ago some
of the leading English statesmen ex-
pressed a fear of what might happen
if the United States ever shoek. itself
free from the principles of, protection,
apd, with its vast resources in natural
wealth, intelligent population and mon-
etary -strength, declared . itself ready
to-face the world in open competition.
Of late years there has been a tend-
ency to -ignore the possibilities in-
volved in such a change, but political
economists everywhere .are beginning
to realize that the principle of pro-
tection has yet to meet the only real
strain that can be put upon it, which
will be when the United States abah-
dons it. ‘Some may say ‘that we are
suggesting the impossible when we
contemplate  such a reversal of policy
on the part of the republic; but we
draw the attention of such people to a

few important facts. One of them is

that a high protective tariff has failed*
to preoduce the revenue needéd for the
growing needs of the ‘country. These
needs mpparéently will grow at a mere
rapid ‘rate in the future than in the
past. For right or wrong the country
has been committed to a costly naval
and military programme. The vast
population is making greater demands
than ever upon the federal revenue. So
serious are these demands felt to be

“that a constitutional amendment is to

be submitted to authorize congress to
impose an income tax for the purpose
of raising a revenue. If this amend-
ment is adopted, we may look out for
a change in public sentiment. “When
a tax collector comes to every man’s
door to ask for a direct contribution
towards the expense of governing the
nation, the question will be asked
all over the country: Why do not the
customs yield enough to meet the pub-
lic demand? The answer will be that
the duties are too high to permit of a
sufficient import trade. The - next
question will be: In whose interests
are im ts’ prevented? The answer
will be in those of the great trusts and
monopolies. It will be idle to assure
the ordinary individual that he gets
higher wages because of protection, for
he will reply by pointing to ‘the in-
creased cost of living. He will want to
know why his small income should be
taxed in order that tariff beneficiaries
may make princely fortumes. Then
will come about a change. No coun-
try in all the world is better equipped
to stand upon a policy of free trade
than the United States, and if such a
policy is ever adopted, or even ap-
proached, every other country will
have to adjust its policy accordingly.

AS TO DREADNOUGHTS.

There is a revival of the discussion
of the propriety, of giving a Dread-
nought to t‘he Royal Navy, It is many-
sided. One paper declares that the
general serftiment of Canadians is in
favor of such a gift. While the Col-
onist would Hke very much to see such
a gift made, it ds unable to discover
a very strong sentiment in this
particular direction. As far as we

1

can judge, the general opinion seems
to be that the shape which Canadian {
contribution to Imperial ddéfence shoultl‘
take is something that ought to be leﬁw
in abeyance until after.the conference'|
now in session has reached a cqnc)\_x-
sion. Another paper assails Mr.:Bor~
den for truckling to the French ele-
ment when he accepted B8ir Wilfrid
Laurier’s resolution. It is easy to get
a reputation for being more loyal than
other people. All one has to do is to
asseverate that something spectacular
ought to be done, and leave others to
work out how it is ‘going to be done.
Mr. ‘Borden is doubtless quite as patri-
otic. as his critics; he probably feels
the responsibility of his position more
than they do. He would be unfit for
the post which he adorns if he accept-
ed the first suggestion made to him on
a question of such prime importance
as that involved in Imperial naval de-
fence. Westliche Canada Post is a
paper printed in German in Vanceuver,
and it repudiates the idea that British
Columbia should assent to the building
of a Dreadnought. The Deutsche |
Tages Zeitung, printed in Berlin, quotes
from the Vancouver paper with ap-
proval, and says that German colonists
in Canada will not submit to. money
being taken out of their pockets to
build ships that may fight against the
Fatherland. .= To this piece of imper-
tinent advice we have two answers to
make. One of them is that the Ger-
man inhabitants of Canada are loyal to
the Dominion and the Empire, and will
support whatever the majority of the
people of Canada determine upon. Un-
der these circumstances it is not neces-
sary to say what the other answer is.
There is, we regret to say, some evi-
dence of a determination on the part of
certain newspapers to make a political
issue out of the question of Imperial
defence. We warn those who are do-
ing so that they are making a great
error, whether their ceurse is regarded
from the standpoint of patriotism or
the lower one of party advantage.

IN MEXICO

An election for the vice-presidency
of Mexico is pending and feeling is
running pretty’ high. Diaz has been
president of that country mnow for
thirty-three years, and he has been
an exceedingly able adminiatrator.
Serious complaints: are being made in
the press against the manner in which
affairs are carried on. It is alleged |
that a perfect carnival of graft pre-
valils, that valuable concessions are
granted to favorites, that new men
are forced out of public life and that
there must be .a demonstration of
popular sentiment now, before . the
party in power get its clutches too
firmly fixed upon the throat of the
nation, for it is feared that revolution
will 'be ‘the result if a change & not
soon made. It is said that the Presi- |
dent has never permitted a free elec-
tion.: 'He has been six full terms in
office and is now weerving for a
seventh. He is now nearly eighty years
of age, and is said to reallze keenly
the necessity of providing for a suc-
cessor. At one time he hoped that his
son wou]d succeed him, but this seems
now to be out of the question owing
to the unfitness of the man for the
post. It is expected that the vice-
president to be elected will be the real
head of the government. Two candi-
dates are in the field. One is the pre-
sent incumbent of the position, Roman
Carrol, the other Bernardo Reyes,
formerly minister of war. To the sup-
port of the latter all the discontented
elements are rallying. As indicating
how ‘bitter the feeling is it may be
mentioned that one of the papers sup
porting Reyes says: “The nation is |
tired of.Diaz, and wishes him to die.”,{
0Oddly enough the success of: the |
Young Turk Movement has led the ||
younger generation of Mexicans to |
make demands for greater freedom,
Their platform is: A general reform |
in the administration, a free press,
freédom of franchise, destruction of
foreign monopolles, the development’
of Mexico by Mexicans for Mexicans.
There has been some rioting in one or
two cities, and more is expected, but
it is expected that President Diaz will ||

suppress this ruthlessly. The situa-
tion is somewhat serious.

o

There is a little book issned by the
Canadian Facts 'Publishing Company |}
of Toronte, which contains five
thousand facts about Canada. Most
of the “facts’” 'are fact, but there might
have been a little better judgment
shown on some pqints. For example,
it seems a piece carelessness  to
describe the three prairie provinees
as Western Canada. One of the []
“facts” stated is that British Colum-
bia has 7,000 miles of ‘coast line; Van-
couyer Island has that much. But
the feature most open to criticism is
the department on population. Too
much stress is laid upon the number
of Canadians who have gone to the
United States. FEight paragraphs are
devoted to that topic, which seem to
us to be eight too many. There isnot
a single 'paragraph in regard to the
return of Canadians.

BOWES' BLOOD PURIFIER

It is an impure or impover-
ished - condition of the blood
which causes nervousness, lack
of ‘appetite, insomnia, certain
forms of rheumatism, kidney
troubles, etc. Impure blood
generally shows in the complex-
jon; sallow skin or pimples are
an index of this. These troubles
can readily be removed by tak-
ing Bowes’ Blood Purifier, which
removes all impurities. Pro-
motes rich, pure blood, which
cannot help but give perfect
health. §1 per bottle at this
store only.

CYRUS H. BOWES, CHEMIST

1228 GOVERNMENT STREET, NEAR YATES

':"wm_Ek BROS.

Price is not a safe tﬁmg to, reckon on;

MFWS}&'&%

reputation and
known quality are. Weiler qualtty ‘has built a reputation that
has permxtted us'to remam in bnsmess at Victoria since 1862.

WEILER BROS.

Home Furnishers Since "62

Victoria’s Fairest Prices---Always

Unsurpassed Values All the Year "Round-~-In Superior Merchandise

Economical Home Furnishings in Great Variety and Choice of Price

HERE are a thousand thrills in this store for every woman or man, who keeps eyes, ears and intellect

open, for the home owner who delights in having good furniture

and furnishings in the home.

When

you know the furniture, the carpets and the hangings are good—the best to be had for the price paid—

the more thrills of pleasure you will get from them—from your home.
good—if you get them from the Weiler shop.

And you are sure these are

We believe that the dealer owes it to himself to know and feel that what he tells his customers is

absolutely true—we have always bélieved it, and there you have one secret of our success.

a point to know the merchandise before we ask you to buy it.

We make it

Amnother success reason is the fact that we believe in being frank and honest with prospective cus-

tomers,

We tell them frankly that we don’t pretend to sell the “cheapest” homefurnishings and we tell
them just as honestly that we can save them money on their home furnishing appropriation.

Let the

goods and the price tickets do ‘the talking. See the new furniture arrivals—priced to emphasize the fact

that here you'll find “Victoria’s fairest prices—always.”

i — ) EVER SEEN THESE RUGS
A |

Rich Oriental Effects At Little Prices

Ever seen these Japanese Jute Rugs with the
appearance of Oriental rugs worth much more
than the figures at which these are priced?: We
have sold a big lot of these in this town—sold
them for use in‘offices, homes, summer homes,
for ‘every imaginable use and they are giving the
fullest satisfaction. Excellent wearers where
traffic is heavy. Stylish in ‘appearance, too.
Pleased to show you from this complete range:
Size 1%4x3 ft.
SiEg dvake it i Y R0
Size 4x7 it
Dize 7IARO AL il bl
DEze oxI0Ts . Ll A R e v deia s DD
G S G i SR ORI R (BT RO o
S T s SR e b S A
Size 3x6ft. ... : t.....$3.00
. Size 6x9 ft. ... $8.50
Size 'gx9 ft. ..$14.00
T i N SR A .v... 318,00
Size IR Tt L. viaa il e )

Second Floor.

[ REED CHAIRS FROM $2.50 |

We have a broad showing of reed, rush,
sea grass and similar chairs at little prices.
These chair styles. are ideal for summer ser-
vice and desirable for all the year 'round use.
For porch or lawn use they are delightfully
cool and inviting.

We would greatly appreciate an oppor-
tunity to show yeu some interesting new
designs and to show you our range of styles .
at these prices:

CHAIRS, priced from each..
ROCKERS priced irom each

ctasvanse

unbenfelv
QComem!

Fourth Floor

Youre tmlywelcane.J

32733

LT s10.00

q Dinner Services for the Cot-
tage, in simple decorations, made
up to suit your requirements as
to number of pieces—among our
open-stock patterns.

q Toilet Sets that in form and
coloring breathe hospitality and
harmonize with surroundings.

€ Good- =i\t Sets in dainty and
q These and many other items
to increase the comfort and en-
joyment of cottage life in ample
vanety are at your service here.

J

Recent Arrivals in Silver That Please

SERVICEABLE PIECES IN “1847 ROGERS BROS.” SILVER FOR WEDDING GIFTS

UGUST brides would be greatly pleased fo receive a piece of this excellent silver—a selection from

these recent arrivals in the silver store. This is -the famous

ware is rightly priced here—priced at Victoria’s fairest prices.
Delighted to have you visit the silverware department any time.

CAKE DISHES—Some gilt lined, other all silver-plated. SALT, PEPPER
* Priced at $6.00 down to .$4.00 $4.50 down to
FRUIT DISHES—Gilt lined, footed
CANDEILABRA—For five candles, at $17.50 and $15.00
CANDLESTICKS—New designs, at each, $4 and...$3.00
MARMALADE JAR, TRAY AND SPOON, from $5.00
.. $3.50
SALTS AND PEPPERS—Allsilver-plate, per pair $2.00
SALTS AND PEPPERS—Cut glass, sterling tops, at
BEon HOWR B0 . ysns visoaibsvr s e bammio st mice « NS
FERN POTS—Very attractive, $4.50 t0...........82.50
INDIVIDUAL CASTERS—Salt and pepper,  silver
mounted china, at, each $3.75.and....,...........$3.50
Cut glass at .$3.25
GRAVY, LADLE—In lined case

lined case, at

down to

“1847 Rogers Bros
silver that will last and be in service when the golden wedding date rolls

AND MUSTARD—In

EGG CRUETS—Gilt lined cups, spoons and stand:
cup style at $9.00; 4 cups, $7.50, 3 cups ..........$6.00
BERRY* SPOONS—Gilt lined in lined’ case, at $2. 50
SUGAR SHEL L-—In Ltk doame 0 T e
A. D. COFFEE SPOONS—AIl patterns, set of six in

BUTTER KNIVES—Pear! handles, in lined case..

BAKE DISHES—Many beautiful patterns, all have por-
celain linings, big range of prices, starting at
CRUMB SETS—Bright finish, scraper and tray at $5.00

*r

silver plate—the

around. 'And this superior

e

Caster, at

six

.$1.00

.. $2.00
.$1.50

DON'T FAIL TO SEE THE CHARMING NEW CHINA TEA SETS

WEILER BROS.

HOME FURNISHERS SINCE 1862, AT VICTORIA, B.C.

SEND FOR THIS—FREE

Our fine, la Catalogue for 1909
is printed on the finest paper. The
book has almost 2,000 illustrations
of good size. Every article is fully
described and priced, making it an
easy matter to do your shopping at
home if you have this book. Send
your name for a copy TODAY.
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