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REVISED STATUTES.

Hon. Theodore Davie’s Report Sub-
mittivg the First Volume of the
Commission’s Work.

What Has Been Already Accomplished
— Suggestions Regarding a
Number of Acts.

The foliowing is the report of Hon.
Theodore Davie in submitting to the
Lieut.-Governor the first volume of the
provincial statutes as so far revised :

Ilis Honor Edgar Dewdney, Lieutenant-
GGovernor of British Columbia.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR HONOR:

Pursuant to appointment under the great
seal, constituting me a commisgion for re-
vising and consolidating a new edition of
the Laws of British Columbia, and of the
statute law of England in force in and ap-
plicable to this province, I have the honor
to present herewith a volume containing
the first instalment of such revision. In
an appendix to the volume will be found
*An act to amend the law relating to bills
of sale,”” and ‘“An act respecting the regis-
tration of births, deaths and marriages,”
which have been prepared as supplemen-
tary to the acts upon the same subjects
comprised in the book, to take the piace of
the original acts, and to be given the force
ot law during the present session, should
the legislature see fit.

In commencing the work, Mr. Richard
T. Elliott, barrister-at-law, was appointed
secretary to the commission, and Eas con-
tinued to act as such to the present time.
His Honor Eli Harrison, judge of the
(County ceurt of Nanaimo, has contributed
valuable aid in drafting and revising sev-
eral of the acts.

The provincial acts relating to associa-
tions and societies, benevolent and friendly,
agricultural and horticultural, cheese and
butter, industrial and provident, legal,
medical, pharmaceutical and others, have,
with the exception of the actintituled ** An
act to incorporate benevolent and friendly
societies,”” which has been re-drawn, under-
gone but little change, and have been
grouped together under the head of ‘“ Asso-
ciations’’; whilst-the statutes interpreta-
tion act, the affidavits act, arbitration, as-
signments for the benefit of creditors, power
of attorney, cattle farming, civil service,
small debts, employers’ liability, fraudulent
preference, conditional sales, families in-
surance, insane asylums, licenses, magis-
trates, marriage, otticial administrators and
railways acts, beyond being conselidated to
date, with occasional introduction of Im-
perial sections, have undergone but slight
alteration.

The law relating to municipalities has
been divided into three separate acts, in-
tituled the ‘‘ Municipalities incorporation
act,” the ‘ Municipal elections act,” and
the ‘“ Municipal clauses act.”” Under each
head the law relating to municipalities, be-
sides being consolidated to date, has been
classified, and many sections have been re-
drawn and new provisions inserted. The
plan of such three acts, the reasons for the
change, and an indication of the amend-
ments and alterations, are to be found in
the commissioner’s note appended to the
several statutes.

The aim of the consolidation through-
out has been to retain the spirit of the law
as it exists, and where changes or alter-
ations have been made or suggested, they
have been indicated in different type, so
that the legislature can readily either adopt
or reject them.

The enactment of law by mere reference

- to statutes of the Imperial parliament or

otherwise h4s been &omplétely diséarded.
In those cases where the law is now given
by reference only to Imperial statutes, the
statute or law, so formerly referred to,
itself has been reproduced, with necessary
variations. As an instance of this may be
mentioned ‘' An act respecting leases and
sales of settled estates’” (chap. 105 of the
Consolidated Acts, 1888), where a body of
English law comprising some sixty sec-
tions is introduced by one section, declar-
ing the ‘‘ Settled estates act, 1877, to be in
force, ** so far as the same is applicable.’’
In the volume now submitted, the English
act is reproduced in full, with necessary
adaptations and amendments. Similarly,
by section 12 of the ‘‘Supreme court act”’
(chap. 31 of the Consoldated Acts, 1388),
the Supreme court and the judges thereof
are invested with the same jurisdiction and
powers over the estates of lunatics and
natural born fools as are gossessed by the
Lord High Chancellor of England, or by
the Lords Justices, but no attempt is made
to define those powers. In the present re-
vision, an effort has been made by ‘“‘An act
respecting the care and commitment of the
persons and estates of lunatics” to define
the law upon this sub,ject. Again, by the
“ Law ang equity act’’ (chap. 68of the Con-
solidated Acts, 1888), in the administration
by the court of the assets of any deceased
person whose estate may prove to be insuf-
ticient for the payment in full of his debts
and liabilities, the same rules are to be ob-
served ‘‘ as were in force on the 29th April,
1879, under the laws of insolvency or bank-
ruptey with respect to the estates of per-
sons adjudged insolvent,” but no indica-
tion is given of what those rules were. In
the present revision, this omission is
cured, and an endeavor is made to define
the law prevailing at the date named
by a statute intituled ‘‘ An act respect-
ing the administration of the estates of
persons dying insolvent.” Another in-
stance occurs in the ¢ Controverted elec-
tions act,” chap. 40 of the. Consolidated
Acts, 1888, where, by section 72, the powers
of commissioners to inquire intv corrupt
practices at elections are declared by refer-
ence to the 15 and 16 Vict. Chap. 57. In
the present revision the reference is omit-
ted, and instead thereof the provisions. of
the English statute referred to are set out,
with necessary variations.

Amengst the principal statutes of the
parliamient of Great Britain which have
heen adapted and introduced into this in-
stalment of the revision are the ‘‘ Factors
act,” the ““ Apprentices and minors act,’’ the
“ Accumulations restraint act,”” ‘ An act
respecting bail,” ‘“An act respecting
covenants and agreements secured by
bond or indentures,”’ “An act
to render freehold estates assets for
the payment of simple and contract
debts,” the,‘‘ Statute of distributions,’”” the
“ Dower act,’” the ‘“ Act for the abolition of
fines and recoveries,” the ¢ Statute of
frauds,” ‘ Lord Tenterden’s act,”” the
“Statute of Elizabeth (fraudulent convey-
ances),” ‘ An act for regulating insurances
upon lives, and for prohibiting such insur-
ances except where the persons assuring
have interest.” the ‘ Guardians appoint-
ment act,”’ the ¢ Infants’ relief act,” the
“ Landlord and tenant acts,” the ‘‘ Statutes
of limitation,” the *“‘Masterand servantact’
the ¢ Justices protection act,”” the * Mortga-
gors’ relief act,”” the ‘ Mereantile law
amendment act,” the * Pawnbrokers act,”
the ¢ Prescription act,”’ the ‘‘Statute of
Westminster the Third (Quia Emptores),’’
the * Statate of uses,”” “An act to amend
the law of real property,”” the ¢ Trustee re-
lief acts,” and the ** Wills act.” sSome Im-
perial laws have been introduced without
change, amongst which may be mentioned
““Magna Charta” and the ‘‘Companies
acts,” the latter of which have been so in-
troduced as preliminary to revision.

Many of the most important of the Pro-
vincial acts have been redrawn and re-
arranged, objectionable features removed,
and such changesintroduced as experience,
the altered conditions of the country, and
judicial decisions show to be necessary.
Among these may be mentioned ‘ An
act respecting arrest and imprisonment for
debt,” the ** Animals act,”” the * Bills of

‘enter upon this revision,

sale act” (see appendix, ‘page 8), the
‘ Births, deaths, and marriages registration
act’ (see appendix, page 13), the ‘‘ Bush
fires act,”’ the * Execution act,” the ¢ Pro-
vincial elections act,” the ¢ Homestead
act,” the “ Highways act,” the ‘ Coroners
act,’” and the “ Sheriffs act.”” The Supreme
and County courts acts have been re-
arranged and consolidated, and the ‘* Parti-
tion act’ has been consolidated, together
with sections of the English and Ontario
law dealing with the subject. To each of
these acts, and to all other important
statutes, a con:iprehensive note of explana-
tion is appended, and the changes from
existing law are in all cases indicated by
different type, so that where the work of
the commissioner is adopted by the legisla-
ture, there will be no change from the
sgirit of existing law, except where the
change is prominently indicated by differ-
ent type.

It will be for the legislature to consider
the advisability of giving some of the
statutes submitted in this revision the
force of law at once, particularly:

‘The arrest and imprisonment for debt
act,” “ Theanimalsact,” ““ The benevolent
and friendly societies act,” ‘‘ The bills of |
sale act” (apg%ndix, page 3), “The bush !
fires act,” ‘“The coroners act,” ‘ The
county court act,” ‘The dower act,”
‘“The execution act,” ‘‘The provincial
elections act,” ‘The guardians appoint-
ment act,” ‘‘The highway traffic act,”
“The infants relief act,” ** The landlord
and tenant act,” ‘“ Thelunacy act,” ‘ The
municipalities incorporation act,” ‘The
municipal elections act,” *‘ The munici-
pal clauses act,”” “The pawnbrokers act,”
““The settled estate act,” ‘“The trustees and
executors act,” and ‘“‘The wills act.”

As also the “ Births, deaths, and mar-
riages registration act,”” and the ‘‘Health
act,’”” which last two statutes have been re-
vised so as to incorporate the recommenda-
tions of the Provincial board of health. In
this connection it may be well to draw at-
tention to an Imperial statute, 56 and 57
Vict., c. 71, referred to in the revision {com-
missioner’s note, page F4), intituled ‘“ An
act for codifying the law relaling to the
sale of goods.” "As the title implies, the
object of the statute is to deal in compre-
hensive order with the law merchant regu-
lating the sale of goods and wares. Its pro-
visions, with necessary adaptations and
modifications, can be made declatory of the
law of sale existing in this Province, and it
is submitted that the adoption and enact-
ment of the statute would be in the public
interest.

The commissioner desires to draw par-
ticular attention to the ¢ Divorce and
matrimonial causes act '’ and its amendin
act (numbered, respectively, page p15 an
p3l in the accompanying revision), and to
the cognate statute intituled ‘“ An act to
enable persons to establish legitimacy, and
the validity of marriages, and the right to
be deemed natural born subjects,” and
which have been here copied without
change from the Imperial statutes. A
serious question, referred to in the Commis-
sioner’s note to the first-named statute, re-
garding the applicability of these statutes
tothe province, it is submitted demands
prompt judicial ruling. Pending deter-
mination of the question of the applicability
of these acts, no attempt at revision has
been here made. The commissioner re-
commends the submission of the question
of applicability to the court. under the
¢“Supreme court reference-act.” ;
‘With regard to the volume of the work
entrusted to the commission, it is difficult
to say, with any degree of accuracy, what
bulk the entire revision will occupy, but in
view of the fact that a large class of sub-
iects, such as the criminal law, the laws re-
ating to nav}igation and shipping, bills of
exchange an gromissory notes, patents,
the Indians, and many other 'subjects, do
not come within the scope of*this revision,
being subjects exclusively within the pur-
view of the Federal parliament, and already
consolidated under the Revised Laws of
Canada, it may be estimated that the re-
mainder of the work will not contain more
than twice the material now submitted.
‘When it was decngd by, tI%e legislature fo
, it was/believed
that a similar work said to have been car-
ried into execution in the colony of New
Zealand would afford a precedent, and
much facilitate the labors of the commis-
sion, but it appears that no such revision
has been carried outthere. The ‘“ Revision
of statutes act, 1879’ (N.Z.), directed that
the commissioners appointed under that
statute should include in a new edition of
statutes ‘‘ such enactments of the Imperial
parliament in force in this colony as, from
their general interest and importance, the
commissioners may think it desirable
should be so included.” The New Zealand
commissioners therefore collected, without
revision or change, certain Imperial stat-
utes, occupying a book df about five hun-
dred pages.
A preliminary table of contents of the
present instalment of revision, containing
xxix pages, and setting out an analysis of
the different acts, is submitted herewith,
and there is also in course of preparation
by Henry Slye Mason, Esq., barrister-at-
law, a table showing the disposal and plac-
ing of all Provincial and Imperial
statutes dealt with in  this vol-
ume. Such  table will be sub-
mitted when completed, but in the
meantime it was thought better, in view of
the approaching session of the legislature,
not to delay the presentation of the work
so far as it has progressed.

Perfect acouracy for the present instal-
ment of revision is not claimed, although
it is believed to be fairly correct. Before
the final completion of the work is will be
again checked and compared. In those
cases where statutes have been consolidated
only for the purposes of revision, the work
of revision is being proceeded with. Asin-
stances of this may be mentioned the Com-
panies acts and the Mineral and Mining
acts, the last mentioned of which statutes,
although not included in the volume now
submiited, were consolidated and indexed
by the commissioner, and, being printed
in pamphlet form, have been distributed
throughout the mining districts. A doubt
exists as to the intention of the legislature
inregard to section 9 of the act of 1892, and
section 8-of the act of 1893, reading as fol-
lows:

1892, c. 32, s. 9.—‘‘ In case of any dispute
as to the title to a mineral claim, priority
of record will determiné the right, subject
to any question as to the validity of the
record, and subject also to a compliance by
the free miner with the provisions of this
act.”

1893, c. 29, =. 8—‘ In case of any dispute
as to the location of a mineral claim, the
title to the claim shall be recognized ac-
cording to the priority of such location,
subject to any question as to the validity of
the record itself, and subject further to the
free miner having complied with all the
terms and conditions of this act.”

It will be necessary to pass an enactment
removing this doubt.

I beg to subscribe myself,
Your Honor'’s most obedient servant,
THEODORE DAVIE,
Commissioner.

If one were asked to name the most
unlikely freak in fashionable attire, she
might, after considering, reply: ‘*‘Oh,
let’s say a waistcoat made of feathers.”
But, Jear heart, a.waistcoat made of the
feathers of the grebe is now offered for
approval and purchased by slender
young women. Such a garment will be
fitted with silken sleeves and back, and
over it a coat of cloth. Fur waijstcoats
with the same silk sleeves are also not
very rare. Pheasants’ feathers can be
used in the same eccentric way. What
next? I know not. Posgibly silk wraps
worn over leather bodices!

Hi'Hung Chang wants more mission-
aries sent over fo China, but they have
not finished killing those they already
have yet.

[From THE DAILY Covosr, ebruary, 21
THE CITY.

MR. R. Frax~cis of Lake district, died-
early yesterday morning, after three
years’-illness. Fernwood lodge, C.O.O.
F. M.U., haschargeofthe funeral, which

Members of the order will meet half an
hour earlier at the rooms of Dauntless
lodge.

DurinG January the collections of in-
land revenue for division No. 37, this
city, totalled $13,491.01, as contrasted
with $10,586.68 for the corresponding
month of last year. The heads of re-
ceipts were as hereunder: Spirits,
$9,101.96 ; malt, $1,758.42; tobacco, $1,-
764.63; liquors, $749.70; liquor licenses,
$75; inspection of petroleum, $40.30, and
rent of land, $1.

AmoNG those who attended the funeral
of the late R. B. Andrews yesterday
were a large number of Odd Fellows
and also many old timers who had for
vears past known and respected the de-
ceased. At the house and at the ceme-
tery Rev. Solomon Cleaver officiated.
The pall-bearers were John Bullen,
George Winn, William McDowell, Isaac
Walsh, N. Shakespeare and D. Spencer.

THE esteem in which the late Mrs.
Work was held and the sympathy felt
for the family in their bereavement were
well expressed by the very large attend-
ance at the funeral yesterday. At St.
John’s church the impressive services
for the dead were conducted by Rev.
Percival Jenns, who also officiated at the
grave. Appropriate hymns were sung
by a surpliced choirand funeral marches
were played on the organ by Mr. Bridg-
wan. Many lovely flowers and wreaths
were also sent by sympathising friends.
The pallbearers were Messrs. D. R. Har-
ris, A. W. Jones, H. Dallas Helmcken,
M.P.P.,J. W. McKay, Capt. Lewis, R.
H. Hall, B. W. Pearse and Alex. Munro.
At the cemeterv the body was placed-
'lI)eiide those of her two sons, David 4nd

ohn.

LasT evening’s temperance concert,
for which the members of Perseveranee
lodge provided the programme, proved
notably successful. The attendance was
the most numerous on record, and the
concert the best of the series. Rev.
Richard Bushell, of Seattle, a brother of
Rev. Jonas Bushell, acted as chairman,
and the programme, which was most
effectively carried out, was as follows:
Violin solo, Mr. Collins; song, Rev. P.
C. L. Harris; recitation, Miss Arthur;
song, Mr. Firth; address, Ald. Macmil-
lan; song, Miss Robertson; song, Mr.
J. G. Brown; song, Mr. Blackie; in-
strumental duet, Messrs. Russell and
Wriglesworth ; song, Mrs. Gregson ; reci-
tation, Miss White; club swinging,
Messrs. Wriglesworth, Hilland Mellish;
duet, Mrs. Gregson and Mr. J. G.
Brown.

SCOTLAND FOR EVER.

The Champions of the Thistle Again Vane
quish the Wearers of the Rose—
Winners at the Golf Links.

The teams representing Scotland and
England, which played Association foot-
ball on the Caledonia grounds yesterday
afternoon, were unevenly matched and
the game from a spectator’s point of
view was mot as interesting as it might
otherwise have been. Scotland pos-
sesssed much the stronger team and
tgok the game with ease.

A DRAWN BATTLE,
Yesterday’s match on the Canteen
grounds between the Victoria R. F. C.
and an eleven captained by Mr. H.
Chance resulted in a draw, bad playing,
through the wet condition of the field,
being the feature of the game.

GOLF.

THE MEDAL HANDICAP.
The result of the fifth monthly handi-
cap match of the Victoria Golf Club is
as follows:
A CLASS.

Score. Hcp. Result
C. C. Worsfold 92 5 87
0. H. Van Millingen.... 97 4 93 |
J. Carmichael 109 7 102 |
Oliver, Combe, Dunsmuir, Stahlschmidt
Prior, Luxton and Irvine returned no scores
B CLASS.
W. F. Burton 20 97
S. F. Morley 14 104
James Anderson 9 208
C. M. Roberts scratch 112
W. H. Langley.......... scratch 119
N. P. Snowden . 20 118

ARMING THE *“QUADRA.”,

When the Dominion steamer Qua{ira
goes into commission again in thespring
she will be fitted out, it is expected,
more like the fishery cruisers which the
marine and fisheries department main-
tain on the Atlantic coast. Hitherto
the government steamer has been alto-
gether unarmed, a condition that is un-
desirable should she be, required for
police duty anywhere aldng the coast.
A short time ago cutlasses and Hotch-
kiss rifles were sent out by the depart-
ment from Ottawa, and thecrew of eight
men are to be instructed in their use.
Besides this, it is understood that a
ninespounder rifled muzzle-loading gun,
similar to those used by Canadian field
batteries, is to be mounted on a pivot
on the Quadra’s deck. This gun
could be wused if °necessary for
gignalling and bringing-to vessels sus-
pected of smuggling and would, it is ex-
pected, overawe them if they felt dis-
posed to offer any resistance to arrest.
Such au equipment has at times been
found necessary in the East, especially
a short time ago, when the whiskey
smugglers on the Lower St. Lawrence
were giving the authorities considerable
trouble. %‘Iitherm in British Colum-
bia waters there has not been anything
inthe shape of an armed vessel for use
when the war ships were away from
port.

« Are you fond of tea?”’ she inquired of the
youth, .
As she poured out the golden-hued brew;
« Of-course,”’” he replied, “ but to tell you
the truth, .
I'm very much fonder of U.”
————————

The saddest instance of misplaced con-
fidence on record is that of a man who
rescued another from a watery grave,
onlv to find that instead of his long-lost
brother 1t was a person to whom he owed
a £5 note.

PE—E————————

A—" Why, man, all your shopgirls
are squint-eyed! Can’t you manage to
obtain a prettier set?’’ B—I have got
these as a protection agains{ shoplifters.

The scamps Wwill never know where the
girls are looking!

takes place at 2 o’clock this afternoon. |
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JY FRANK BARRETT 4|

[Copyright, 1895, by Macmillan & Co. |

CHAPTER IIL
We pulled our pipes from our mouths,
Dawson and I, and stretched our ears,
very eager to know what this business

was the don had to propoand, and he,
after drawing two or three mouthfuls of
smoke, which he expelled through his
nostrils in a most surprising unnatural
manner, says in excellent good English,
but speaking  mighty slow and giving
every letter its worth:

‘““What do you go to do tomorrow?’’

‘““The Lord only knows,’”’ answers
Jack, and Don Sanchez, lifting his eye-
brows as if he considers this no answer
at all, continues: ‘“We cannot ge hence
without our stage things, and if we
could I see not how we are to act our
play, now that our villain is gone, with
a plague to him! I doubt but we must
sell all that we have for the few shil-
lings they will fetch to get us out of
this hobble.”’

‘““With our landlord’s permission,”’
remarks Don Sanchez dryly.

‘‘Permission !’’ cries Dawson in a pas-
sion. ‘‘I ask no man’s permission to do
what I please with my own.”’

‘‘Suppose he claims these things in
payment of the money you owe him.
What then?’’ asks the don.

‘““We never thought of that, Kit,”
says Dawson, turning to me in alarm.
‘‘But ’tis well enough he has, for I ob-
served he was careless enough whether
we found our thief or not. That’s it,
sure enough. 'We have naught to hope.
All’s lost!I”’

With that he drops his elbows on his

knees and stares into the fire with a
most desponding countenance, being in
that stage of liquor when a man must
either laugh or weep.
- "“*Come, Jack,’’ says I. ‘‘You are not
used to yield like this. Let us make the
best of a bad lot and face the worst like
meén. Though we trudge hence with
nothing but the rags on our backs, we
shall be no worse off tomorrow than we
were this morning. ”’

‘“Why, that’s true enough!’’ cries he,
plucking up his courage. ‘‘Let the
thieving rascal take our poor nag and
our things for his payment, and much
good may it do him. We will wipe this
out of our memory the moment we leave
his cursed inn behind us.”’

It seemed to me that this would not
greatly advance us, and maybe Don
Sanchez thought the same, for he 'pres-
ently asks:

*“And what then?”’

“*Why, senor,’’ replies Dawson, ‘‘we
.will face each new buffet as it comes
and make a good fight of it till we’re
beat. A man may but die once.’’

‘te don very quietly.
“*«And pray, saving your senor’s pres-
ence, who else should we think of?”’

““The child above,’’ answers the don

a little more sternly than he had yet
gpoken. ‘‘Is a young creature like that
to' bear the buffets you are so bold to
meet? Can you offer her no sheltér
from the wind and rain but such as
chance offers—make no provision for
the time when she is left alone to pro-
tect her against the evils that lie in the
path of friendless maids?’’
" ““God forgive me,’’ says Jack hum-
bly. And then we, could say nothing
for thinking what might befall Moll if
we should be parted, but sat there un-
der the keen eye of Don Sanchez look-
ing helplessly into the fire. And there
was nosound until Jack’s pipe, slipping
from his hand, fell and broke in pieces
upon the hearth. Then, rousing himself
and turning to Dog Sanchez, he says:

*‘The Lord help her, senor, if we find
no good friend to lend us a few shil-
lings for our present wants.’’

‘“Good friends are few,”’ says the
don, ‘‘and they who lend need some bet-
ter security for repayment than chance.
For my own part I would as soon fling
straws to a drowning man as attempt to
save you and that child from ruin by

fall again tomorrow. ”’

of giving temporary relief to our misery
when you gave us a supper and Moll a
bed for the night.”’

Daou Sanchez assented with a grave
inclination of his head, and, going to
the door, opened it sharply, listened
awhile, and then, closing it softly, re-
turned and stood before us with folded
arms. Then, in a low voice, not to be
heard beyond the room, he questioned
us very particularly as to our relations
with other men, the length of time we
had been wandering about the country,
and especially about the tractability of
Moll And, being satisfied with our re-
plies—above all, with Jack’s saying
that Moll would jump out of window
at his bidding, without a thought to the
consequences—he says:

“‘There’s a comedy we might play to
some advantage if yon were minded to
take the parts I give you and act them
as I.direct.”’

“With all my heart,”’ cried Dawson.
“I’ll play any part you choose, and as
to the directing, you’re welcome to
that, for I’ve had my fill of it. If you
can make terms with our landlord,
those things in the yard shall be yours,
and for our payment I’m willing to
| trust to your honor’s generosity. ’
| ‘‘As regards payment,’’ says the don,
| ““I can speak precisely. We shall gain
| £50,000 by our performance.’’

i ‘‘Fifty thousand pounds,’’ says Jack,
as if in doubt whether he had heard
| aright. Don Sanchez bent .his head
| without stirring a line in his face.
| Dawson took up his tankard slowly
and looked in it to make sure that he
was none the worse for drink., Then,
after emptying it to steady his wits, he
says again :

- T Y ——

b#*You think only of yourselves,”’ says |

=
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‘! Fifty thousand pounds

“Fifty thousand pounds, if not more,
and that there be no jealowies among
, us it sball be'divided fairly amiong us—
as much for your friend as for you, for
the child as for me.”’

‘‘Pray God this part be no nrore' than
I can compass,’’ says Jack devoutly.

““You may learn it in a few houns—
at least your first act. ”’

‘*And mine?’’ says I, entering fow the
first time into the dialogue.

The don hunched his shoulders, lift-
ing his eyebrows and sending two
streams of smoke from his nose,

“‘I scarce know what part to give yow
yet, * says he. ““Lo be hobest, you are
not wanted at all in the play.’’

‘‘Nay, but you must write him a
part,”’ says Dawson stoutly, ‘‘if it be
but to bring in a letter. That I am de-
termined on. Kit stood by us in ill for-
tune, and he shall share better, or I’ll
have none of it, nor Moll either. I’ll
answer for her.”’

‘‘There must be no discontent among
us,’” says the don, meaning thereby, as
I think, that he had included me in his
stratagem. for fear I might mar it from
envy. ‘‘The girl’s part is that which
gives me most concern, and had I not
faith in my own judgment’’—

‘‘Set your mind at ease-em that score, ’’
cried Jack. ‘‘I warrant our Moll shall
learn her part in acouple of daysorso.’’

“If she learn it in a twel¥emonth,
‘twill be time enough. ”’

‘“A twelvemonth,’’ said Jack, going
to his tankard again for nnderstanding.
“Well, all’s as one, so that we can get
something in advance of our payment to
keep us through such a prodigious
study. ”’

““I will charge myself with your ex-
penses,’’ says Don Sanchez, and then,
turning to me, he asks if I have any ob-
jection to urge.

“I take it, senor, that you speak in
metaphor,’’ says I, ‘‘and that this ‘com-
edy’ is naught but a stratagem for get-
ting hold of a fortune that doesn’t be-
long to us.”’

Don Sanchez calmly assented, as if
this had been the most innocent design
in the world. !

‘‘Hang me,”’ cries Dawson, ‘‘if I
thought it was anything but a whimsey
of your honor’s.”’

““I should like to know if we may
carry out this stratagem honestly,”’
says L

‘““Aye,’’ cries Jack. ‘‘I’ll no?for cut-
ting of throats or breaking of bones, for
any money.’’

““I can tell you no more than this,”’
says the don. ‘‘The fortune we may

“If that’s so,’’ says Jack, ‘‘I’'m with
you, senor. For I'd as lief bustle a thief
out of his gains as say my prayers any
day, and liefer.”’

““Still,” says I, ‘‘the money must of
right belong to some one. ”’

““We will say that the money belongs
to a child of the same age as Moll.”’

““Then it.comes.to this, senor,’’ says I
bluntly. ‘‘We are to rob that. child of
£50,000.

‘““When you speak-of rebbing,’’~says
the don, drawing himself up with-much
| dignity, ‘‘you forget that I am to play
| & part in this stratagem—I, Don San-
chez del Castello de Castelana.’’

““Fie, Kit, han’t you any manners?’’
cries Jack. ‘“What’s all this talk of a
child? Hasn’t the senor told us we are
but to bustle a cheat?’’

“But I would know what is to be-
some of this child if we take her for-
tune, though it be withheld from her
by another,”’ says I, being obstinate and
persistent in my liquor.

“I shall prove to your conviction,’’
says the don, ‘‘that the child will be no
worse off if we take this money than if
we leave it in the hands of this rascally
steward. But I see,”’ adds he contemp-

getting you on your feet today only to |

“If that be so, senor,”’ says I, “‘you |
had some larger view in mind than that |

a dozen delicacies.

tuously, ‘‘that for all your brotherly
love ’tis no such matter to you whether
poor little Molly comes to her ruin, as
every maid must who goes to-the stage
or is set beyond the reach of temptation
and the goading of want.”’

‘“Aye, and be hanged to you, Kit!”
cries Dawson. )

‘“Tell me, Mr. Poet,’’ continues Don
Sanchez, ‘‘do you consider that steward
who defrauds that child of a fortune is
more unfeeling than you, who for a sick-
ly qualm of conscience wounld let slip
this chance of making Molly an honest
woman?’’

‘“Aye, answer that, Kit,*’ adds Jack,
striking his mug on the table.

*I’11 answer you tomorrow morning,
senor,”’ says L ‘‘And whether I fall in
with the scheme or not is all as one,
since my help is not needed, for if it
be to Moll’s good I'll bid you farewell,
and you shall see me never again. *’

*‘Spoken like a man,’’ says Don San-
chez, ‘‘and a wise one to boot. An en-
terprise of this nature is not to be un-
dertaken without reflection, like the
smoking of a pipe. If you put your foot
forward, it must be with the under-
standing that you cannot go back. 1
must have that assurance, for I must be
hundreds of pounds out of pocket ere I
tan get any return for it.”’

‘‘Have no fear of me or of Mqll turn-
ing tail at a scarecrow. We are no po-
ets.”’

‘‘Reflect upon it. Argue it, ont with
your friend here, whose scruples do not
dislite me, and let me know your de-

take is now in the hands of a man who |
has no more right to it than we have.’’ |

She fshows us a white napkin sfuffed with |

termination when the last word is said.
Business carries me to London tomor-
row, but you shall meet me at night,
and we will close the business—aye or
nay—ere supper. ’’

With that he opens the dodr and gives
us our econge, the most noble in the
world; but, not offering to give us a
bed, we are forced to go out of doors
and grope our way through the snow to
the cart shed, and seek a shelter there
from the wind, whieh was all the keen-
er and more bitter for our leaving a
good fire. And I believe the shrewd
Spaniard had put ws to this pinch as a
foretaste of the misery we must endure
if werejected his design, and so to shape
our inclinations to his.

Happily the landlord, coming oat
with a lantern, and finding us by the
chattering of our teeth, was moved by
the consideration shown as by Don San-
chez to relax his severity, and so, un-
locking the stable door, he bade us get
up into the loft, which we d@id, blessing
him as if he had been the best Christian
in the world. And then, having buried
ourselves in hay, Jack Dawson and I
fell to arguing the matter im question,
I sticking to my scruples (partly from
vanity), and he stoutly holding t’other
side, and I, being warmed by my own
sloquence, and he not less heated by
liquor (having taken the best part of
the last bowl to his share), we ran it
pretty high, so that at ome point Jack
was for lighting a candle end he had in
bis pocket and fighting it out like men.

But little by little we cooled down,
and toward morning, each giving way
something, we came to the conclusion
that we would have Don Sanchez show
us the steward that we might know the
truth of his storgs(which I misdoubted,
seeing that it was but a roguish kind of
game at best that he would have us
take part in), and that if we found all
things as' he represented them then we
would& accept his offer. And also we re-
solved to be down betimes and let him
know our determination before he set
out for London, to the end that we
might not "be left fasting all the day.
But herein we miscalculated the potency
of liquor and a comfortable bed of hay,
for ’twas 9 o’clock before either of us
winked an eye, and when we got down
we learned that Don Sanchez had been
gone a full hour, and so no prospect of
breaking our fast till nightfall.

Presently comes Moll, all fresh and
pink, from the house, and falls to ex-
claiming upon the joy of sleeping.be-
twixt clean sheets in a feather bed and
could speak of nothing else, saying she
would give all the world to sleep so
well every day of her life.

‘‘Eh,’’ whispers her father in my ear,
‘“‘you see how luxuries so tempt the
poor child and what kind of a bed she
is like to be in if our hopes miscarry.”’

On which, still holding to my scru-
ples, I says to Moll:

‘¢ ’Tis easy to say you would give the
world, Moll, but I know full well you
would give nothing for all the comfort
possible that was not your own.”’

““Nay,’ says she, crossing her hands
on her breast and casting up her eyes
with the look of g'saint; **what are all
the fruits of the earth to her who can-
not take them with an easy conscience?
Honesty is dearer to me than the bread
of life.”’

Then, as Jack and I are looking at
each other ruefully in the face at this
dash to our knavish project, she bursts
into a merry peal of laughter, like a set
of Christmas bells chiming, whereupon,
we turning about to find the cause of
her merriment, she pulls another de-
mure fdce, and, slowly lifting her skirt,
shows us a white napkin tied about her
waist, stuffed with a dozen delicacies
she had filched from Don Sanchez’s ta-
ble in coming down from her room.

[To be continued.]

VICTORIA

Roller Flour Mill

VICTORIA, B.C.

T BEST FAMILY FLOUR,

XXX Brand.
SUPERFINE FLOUR,
WHOLE WHEAT MEAL,

Recommended by the Medical
Profession.

' GRAHAM FLOUR,
SELF-RAISING FLOUR,

Prepared on Scientific Chemieal
Principles, and no deleterious
substances used in 1ts mapu-
facture. No Baking Powder,
Yeast or 8alt required.

GROUND ‘FEED,
BRAN, SHORTS, ETC.
RICE MEAL avo

CHIT RICE.

If your Grocer does not keep these in

stock, write direct to the Mill,
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The Steele, Briggs Seed Go.

mENTION YHIS PAPER  TORONTO, ONT.

OR SALE—Tenders will be received for the
purchase of the Hetherington Farm,
being Lot No. 107, on the official Map of Comox,
containing about 200 acres more or less; about
110 acres are under cultivation, well fenced,
with buildings and orchard; coal rights in-
cluded; alto about 200 acres of bush lands
adjoining the farm, can be divided to suit pur-
chaser. Parties tendering will state whether
for the whole 400 acres, or for the 200 acres of
cleared land or pert of it. Tenders to be mailed
to- JOHN MUNDELL, Sandwick, P.O., up to
February ¢th, 189. By order of the Executors.
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