converts, among whom was

Tupper. A company was formed o con

struict and operate the railway and a sub-|

sidy was obtained from _the Dominion
Government.

The sceptics hardly believed their eyes:
and ears when they read and heard that
a survey had been actually commenced
and preparations were being made to be-
gin this strange undertaking. The dis-
tance from the Gulf to the Bay was fqnnd
to: be about seventeen miles. ~What was
proposed was to carry vessels, laden ‘and
unladen, across the isthmus at the risk
of the company. In order todo’ this
docks ' are ' being excavated at both
termini of the _railroad. ;
* The vessel is_to be let into the dock
and floated on te a cradle which will give
her all the support she needs when out of
the water. She will then by means of a
hydraulic lift. be hoisted, cradle and all,
on to an iron bed furnished with some-
where about twe hundred wheels, and
drawn gently across the isthmus by
steam power. Arrived at the end of her
land journey, she. will be gently lowered
into the water, and in & very short time
will be afloat again ready to cuntinue her
voyage in the ordinary way. This, we
think, is something new under the sun.
There are places where ships are drawn
out of the water a short distance in order
to ‘be repaired, but there is not anywhere
in_ the world, as far as we know,
a railroad  built - to - convey ships
from one place to ~another. Such
‘a rosd was' projected to convey ships
across some ‘part of OCentral ‘America,
but it never ¢ame to anything, = But the
Chignecto ship railway has gone far past
the theoretic phase.” There are 1,200
men employed on the works. The docks
are being dug ‘out and the road is being
built. Practical men believe that it will
be, from & commercial point of view, a
success. - Scientific men have, long ago,
demonstrated the’ feasibility of the pro-
ject. SR

All New Brunswickers and some Nova

Scotians are firm believers in the scheme.
They are confident that it will result in
stimulating some  industries that are now
languishing and  in deyeloping some re-
sources that, up to the present time, hav
not been utilized. The experiment .is a
most interesting’ one, and we sincerely
hope that it will be a greater benefit to
that part of the Dominion: than it’s most
sanguine friends now venture to hope.

A SMALL GRIEVANCE.

The Times - certainly does not despise
the day of small things. Dealing with
small things is what it delights in. Itis
in its element when it is endeavoring to
make a mountain out of a molehill. It
is no wonder, then, that it makes the re-
fusal of the Government to pay a bill of
five dollars the theme of a long denuncia-
tory article. 3 A

As is well known, the Times hasa lofty
contempt for facts. If the facts donot
agree with its ' statements, so much ‘the
worse for the ‘facts.” The education de-
partment is, of course, the object of our
contemporary’s attack. - The bill was for

The 'vouchers from the Board of City
Trustecs are treated in precisely the same
way as_the vouchers from every dopart-
ment, and every 'branch of every depart-
ment. The g t -are responsib)
for the expenditute of every dollar of the
revenue. 1f required they must lay be-
fore the Legislature vouchers for every
item of expenditure, even the most
trifling. The intelligent reader must see
therefore that the gover t must keep
a strict watch over the money expended,
and set in operation every check pro-
vided by the law to prevent misappro-
priation of the public funds. ~If under
the system .of audit devised by the
Liberal Government the City Trustees
consider themselves ill used it is net for
the organ of the Liberal party to become
their champion. The Times knows now
that the accounts of the City Trustees for
incidental expenses are paid without any
direct reference to the Premier, and that
he does not see a single one of the items.
In fact in the expenditure of $2,600
voted for incidental expenses the Trus-
tees have had hitherto a free hand ; so
much so that there is hardly a year in
which the expenditure does not exceed
the vote.

- Trustee Erskine, on what authority we
do not know, said at the meeting, as re-
ported in the Times :—

¢In districts where the people stood
in with the Government -the school trus-
tees were supplied with money, while in
some districts no money was supplied for
sundries.”

When that gentleman is better inform-
ed he will find that all the rural districts
are treated alike by the Government. It
was found by the present Government
that the petty disbursements by the trus-
tees of rural districts could not be con-
veniently made by vouchers for each item,
80 at the beginning of each financial year
forty dollars are allowed each of them for
incidental expenses. All are treated
alike. 1t is absurdly untrue to say that
the political complexion of any district is
considered. A strict’ account is required
ofthewayinwhich theallowanceis expend-
ed. Detailedaccounts are sent to the Super-
intendent of Education at the end of the
year,and,if he finds that any of the money
has been misapplied, the amount 8o mis-
applied is deducted from next year's al-
lowance. So we see that trustees in city
and country are treated exsctly alike.

There are some who think that the
Government has too much to do with the
management of the public schools, but
when it is considered that mnearly the
whole of the expenses of the schools is
defrayed by the Governmeat it w.ll be
seen that the management necessarily de-
volves upon the Government. The Gov-
ernment 'is responsible for the expendi-
ture of the money, and those who bear
the responsibility must have the manage-

ment, The best way to become free

from Governmental control is to raise the

the establishment and maint

fawned upon '“h‘i!ﬁ,'aeo’wlv'hhelrryd'iupm~ o

bation. It would, perhaps, be more dig-

% % & gt et Hhgo as yzed
nified if Bismarck suffered in silence, if by “ coward fears.”. It ia'a pity thiat the
editor did not glance at the account given
by his own reporter of the light in which
the demonstrations were regarded by all

he would not aliow his enemies ‘to see
that he feels the slights that are put upon
him, and that he rages like a caged lion|
when he realizes that he is shut out, per-
haps, forever from the field of action in
which he performed 8o many great deeds:
But Bismarck ‘is not a stoic.  He does
1ot possess ‘that kind of heroism. which
causes a man to bear torture withouta
groan. He suffers and he does not care
who knows it. - He is above pretending
that he does not feel the wounds he has
received. Do his frankness and his de-

rativeness detract from his great-

ness ?

PERTINENT REMARKS.

One would think that the New York
Herald knew all about the Wellington
strike, and the resolution that was passed
with regard to it at the meeting in this
city, when it made the fellowing re-
marks :— :

¢ Arbitration is a wise, sound principle.
It has rarely been at fault. But we can-

not. discover what the leaders of the
strike would arbitrate. It cannot be

e g t have for ‘ good
and sufficient reasons’ di several

'workmen. There is no business on the

globe that could exist if - those in author-
ity were not allowed to deterniine what
were ‘good and sufficient reasons,’ and act
upon the determination. For the Cen-
tral to concede a right of revision or ap-
peal to any labor organization would be
to transfer the pany to a mob. It
would be a railway system governed by a
mass meeting—chaos confounded in its
worst sense.”

The proper changes being made one of
the above sentences applies to the situa-
tion in Wellington as well as if it were
written expressly for the edification of
those who take an interest in it. Here
it is: *“For the Wellington mine owners
to concede a right of revision or appeal to
any labor organization would be to trans-
fer the company toa mob. It would be
& mining system governed-by a mass meet-
ing—chaos confounded in its worst sense.”
Wae fear that out Victoria contemporary
will condemn the ideas of the New York
Herald as being *‘ old nnd exploded.” - It
believes that the owners of mines and
railways and factories -should keep the
management of them in their own hands.

—_——
THE TRAINING OF A SURGEON.

Mr. Lawson Tait, tormerly of Edin-
burgh, but now of Birmingham, has just
delivered an extremely interesting ad-
dress o the training of a surgeon. As
was stated in our columns lately, it was
Mr. Tait who performed an operation on
Dr. McSwain, late of Victoria, so sue-
cessfully that he is well and hearty again.
Mr. Tait is a comparatively young man,
but his fame is as wide and his income as
large as those of any surgeon in . Burope.
When quite a youth he /was largely em-
ployed to perform the most dangerous of
operations by leading medieal =men—

a debt contracted by the city  trust
Our contemporary states that :

**The trustees cannot, without the ap-
proval of John Robson, buy a piece of
chalk or a bottle of ink for the schools.
Every item of expepditure must be sab-
mitted to th jer, who, with a
scratch of his pen, disallows every ac-
count that does not meet: his approval.”

This is simply untrue.” In the first
place, the payment of school accounts is
precisely the same now as it was many
years ago, Mr. Robson did not estab-
lish that system. ' It was the politicians
whom the Times admires and follows who
established and put that system in opera-
tion, and we must say that it is by no
means a bad . one... ‘One-of its main ob-
jects is to prevent ‘the misappropriation
of the people’s money. e

In the next_place, Mr. Robson does
ot see or hear of the “accounts
cept when,

principal part of the- money required for
of

" | schools by local assessment, When that

is done the municipal authorities will
bear the greater part of the responsibil-
ity, and then they may_ jus'ly claim a
proportionate share in the management
of the schools. At present, we think;
that the gri is: -more imental
than real. The Government deals most
liberally with the schools, and, if the sys-
tem were changed, we have a notion that
the pinch of the shoe would be a guod
deal harder to bear. : :

—_—
A SLIGHTED STATESMAN.
Bismarck is like a caged eagle. He is
used to soar and he feels out of his ele-
ment altogether when he cannot use his
powers of mind. - He wants a congenial
‘ .‘ e ‘I. & ~w il ﬁim b & =

perati for which his coufreres
had sometimes not the necessary nerve.
Dr. McSwain says of Mr. Tait that he
'has apparently ten fingers on_ his right
hand, and that his manual dexterity is
wonderful, for he holds a lancet, a sponge
and a pair of forceps and can use all
three of them, with one hand. As show-
ing how one’s profession tinctures one’s
ideas, a s'ory is told of Mr. Tait. When:
he was much younger, and was busy
hacking and cutting his fellow men, a
friendly discussion took place on politics.
Mr. Tait perticularly disliked a promi-
nent politician and he finished up his
denunciation of him' by saying * Now
look here I would’nt, ‘mo I would'nt
stick a knife in that man to save his
life 1” :

the miners who are at work, and how
they felt when they were chased and
hooted by the strikers.

« While,” said he, *not looking to be

men o a class to be afraid, and who evi-
dently would resent. the imputation of
cowardice, they ¢:-all unanimous in
stating that—t.hey,".,'g;l‘iev that the pres-
ence of the military was necessary to
preserve peace. - They said ‘it was not

pleasant to godo work and hear the hoots
nd -unraly ‘mob,
what moment they might

and yells of.
and not know
be attacked.” TE A
When it is seen that all the men, with-
out a single ption, feared violence, it
is very contemptible to single out one
man for vilification and denunciation.
It is evident that the Times has so much
symwpathy to Iavish on the pr

will be to blame and should ‘be held ac-
countable. ’ .
- Meanwhile the peace has been pre-
served in Wellington.  The threatening
processions eceased for'a while, and when
they were renewed they were much less
offensive in their character. No. striker
has been hurt and the miners go to and
from their work in security: The ‘poli-
ticians and the leaders of the strikers say
that this would have been the case if the
soldiers had not been sent. It is im-
possible for them to tell. 'We are of a
yery difforent opinion. The ' excited
strikers greatly out bered the mi

who were  working, aud, if there was
not  a force at hand to. put
down i , it is impossible to tell
what might have happened. At any rate
the object of sending the soldiers to Wel-
lington has been effected. \ The peace has
been preserved. 'Whether a few cousta-
bles could have effected the same purpose

that it has none left for the men against
whom the dembmtmtion was made. Yet,
the men working in the mines were try-
ing to earn an honest living without giv-
ing offence to any one.

et

THE SITUATION.

§ 4 4 s

TheWellingtothdbrikeisamatterof serious
import. It is yiob "gne with which jour-
nalists should trifle. | It is no mere ques-
tion of party politics in which no issue of
vital importance is involved. Those who
deal with it, as'the Manchester Guardian
truly says, ‘‘ are not dealing with childish
quarrels or personal resentments and
affronts, but with ‘the vital reseurces of
exist: and livelihood.” * It is therefore
most improper and altogether heartless
to do as the Opposition newspapers are
doing; to pervert it into a.question of
party politics, and  to make the very im-
portant interests at stake subservient to
the advancement of a few party poli-
ticians. The welfare of the miners and
the prosperity’ of the coal indus'ry are
not things with which our small politicians
and theirnewspapgrsshould play battledore
and shuttlecock. Everygood citizen should
deplore the suffering and the loss which
the strike has occasioned, and he should
do what in him lies to bring it to an end
as speedily as possible. Instead «f
this the politicians of the Oppo-
sition are doing all they can to aggravate
the evils of the strike and to throw ob-
stacles in the way of a settlement be-
tween the miners and the mine-owners.
1t'is hard not to feel contempt for the
men who are_trying to advance their
poiitical ends by such means. They are
doing what good citizens and honest men
ought not-to do.

The manner iu which the Opposition
-politicians are acting with regard to the
means taken to erve the. peace at
‘Wellington is injudicious and, we must
say. unprincipled.  When the demon-
strations were :made at the Wellington
mines and‘the'miners and their employ-
ers’ considered that life and propery
were in danger, the threatened men
took a course which was perfectly legal.
They took advantage of the Dominion
law, for such cases made and provided,
and applied to three magistrates for a
military force..  These magistrates, who
are men of intelligence and of highstand-
ing in the comimunity, after examining
inte the circamstanoes, did what the law
empowers them to do.  They gave direc-

ke 'i]\'vsﬁ""""o ¥ g to Wellin : :
with what he  considered: a sufi-
cent force to protect the miners. They

isat p ta mere matter of opinion.
If there had béen bloodshed, if the threat
conveyed by the effigy of a man hanging
on the gallows had been carried out, the
men who ' have raised an outery about
sénding the troops wonld have been the
very first to have denounced the Govern-
ment for 1ts apathy and its cowardice.
They are always on the ‘watch. for some-
thing to find fault with; and the falure
of the authorities to take the necessary
means effectually to protect the miners
would indeed have been a legitimate
cause of censure. As it is there is not
an honest law-abiding man in the Wel-
lington or Nanaimo district who has the
slightest reason to be offended at the
pr of the & in Wellington.
The troops have respected every one’s
rights. - They have given no one cause of
offence.- It is certain that their being at
the mines has done no harm to any one,
and it is equally certain that they riay
have, ia the way of prevention, done a

‘great deal of good. Why then have the

meetings been called and the resolutions

which order could be preserved in Wel-
lington when the Dunsmuir mines were
besieged by an angry mob. The miners
could apply to the Provincial Govern-
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Who tells the public tha: b
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corner of Erie street ang

This Mr. Glide, I am told,
candy and ginger ale stand

nt indicated. He also has

m for the tramway passetigers.
if the very respectable directon
it company are backing Mr. Glide iy

ii8 enterprise with a view to inducing
Jmle to take rides in their cars to tle
Glide shebeen ! A nice place a passenger
waiting room will be if liquor is sold iy
one corner of it.. How sweet to have the
ears of our wives and little ones assaile
by the mouthings of half tipsy passengers
from the San Francisco steamers | ()},
sir, raise your powerful voice against this
attempt to invade our hitherto uncontan-

ment for a force of special co
they could take advantage of the Domin-
ion law and make a statement to three
magistrates of the circumstances in which
they wereplaced,and ask for the protection
of a military force. Both courses were
equally legal.  They chose the latter.
They did not apply to the Provincial
Government for protection, and conse-
quently  the Provincial Government
neither refused nor neglected to protect
perty in Wellington.
e

justices of the peace to usurp one of the
highest funeti The
justices of the peace usurped no one'’s
faneti They ised the powers
with which the law invests them. 'They
were doing the work of Government—
the Dominion Government. They, as the
servants of the Queen; were doing what
law gave them the authority to do, and
when the Times says that “‘in magistrates
are vested more extraordinary powers
than are possessed by the Queen,” it is
publishing rabbish that the most ignorant
aud the most reckless of the demagogues
would be ashamed to utter.

I

WHICH KING, BEZONIAN !

The Times represents us as saying ‘‘the
soldiers were required at Wellington.”
‘We never used the words attributed to
us. They cannot be found in THE
CoroxisT. . ‘But we do say now that send-
ing the soldiers to Wellington was, in
our opinion, a judicious act which has
prevented - serious mischief. We be-
lieve that the magistrates did right in
complying with the request of .the men
who considered themselves in danger,
and we .also believe that every good
citizen in British Columbia should, under
the present circumstances, strengthen
the hands of those in authority: Itis
quite evident that a conspiracy has been

moeved? Not toadvancethe coal mining in-
terest, not to aid the cause of labor, not
to help the strike, not to strengthen the
hands of the authorities, but simply and
solely to gain votes for a few very]
small politicians.

e L

THE NIGARAGUA CANAL.

So little has been heard of the Nicar-
agua Canal of late that it might be
thought that the project had collapsed.
But nothing so unfortunate as that has

‘happened.  The enterprise has been

quietly progressing. - According to Mr.
A. G. Menocal, chief engineer of the
Nicaragua Canal company, who read a
paper on- the canal before the Inter-
national Congress on Inland Navigation,
which lately met in Manchester, the
route has been adopted and some prelim-
inary work has been done. Greytown has
been selected as the ~Atlantic terminus
of the road, and Brito as its Pacific ter-
minus. The total distance between the
termini is 1693 miles. But the canal pro-
per is not to be nearly so long as this.
There are wide water-stretches along the
route of which the company can  avail

will be excavated ; the rest will be free
navigation on lake and river. Lake Ni-
caragua and the river S8an Jusn are on
the route of the canal, and use will be
made of other streams. Lake ‘Nicaragua

it is 110 feer  above the
of the sea. The canal is not
to be a ** ditch.” The one hundred and

means of three locks on the eastern side

ent {169 miles of canal.

themselves. Only 263 miles of the route | th

is at the summit of the line;m
level |

will be plain sailing ‘jom_las}quu;

formed to prevent Messrs. Dunsmuir re-
opening and working their mines. Is it
right for law-abiding citizeus to give aid
and comfort to that conspiracy? Some
may do it knowingly and some uninten-
tionally. It is very evident that those
who denounce the authorities for what
they are doing to protect life and pro-
perty and who ‘do not say one word
against those who are endeavoring to
prevent honest, law-abiding men ex-
ercising their lawful rights, are giving
encouragement to that conspiracy. On
which side is the Times ? 1s it working
for the conspiracy or is it on the side of
equal rights and constituted authority ?
e

GIRLS’ FRIENDLY SOCIETY.

Sorfiething About Its Operations — Its Re-
quirements.

In a recentreport of the Girls’ Friendly
Society’s work in Cganada, under the
patronage of H.R. H. the Princess Louise,
it is stated that it has active branches in
all ths colonies, connected with a larger
btanctlyl in 3@‘:?1 Tkle object of the
society, according to its 1 a) to
be : (1) To bind together u?’ ongp?ocniety

e associates—girls and young women—
as members for mutual help, religious
and secular.  (2) To encourage purity of

to employers, and thrift. '(3) To provide
the pn\nigﬁ of ‘the society for its mem-
bers wherever they may be, giving them

troduetions Mf!bm  one branch to another.

cost of the Nicaragua.

¥ables. orfl

life, dutifulness to parents, faithfulness | p:

 number.

had |to accommodate hay wagons,

| never pass

ted neighborhood by the demon drink,
. LAWRENCE STREET,

et T
* GIRLS’ FRIENDLY SOCIETY.

To TE Eprror:—Several families hav-
ing been disappointed in obtaining
‘servants from the contingent lately sent
out from England, the committee of the
G. F. 8. will gladly receive the names of
those requiring servants, and endeavor to
suit them from others shortly to be sent
from England. But those so supplied
will be expected to s gecurity for $i0
to  pay passage,  the society at
home finding the other half. This m ney
will be refunded out of the wages of the
| girl employed. - A lady, the Hon. Mrs

oyce, who for many years has taken
great interest in emigrating suitable ser-
vant girls to the colomies, will shortly
visit this town, when arrangements will
be made for a regular supply to be sent
out to this colony. To further help this
cause, it will be absolutely necessary to
have an office with rooms for meeting and
boarding servants on arrival. The com-
mittee urgently ask funds in aid of this
cause, as well as other minor expenses
connected with the work. A little pecu-
niary help, at this juncture, will enable
the society to make a start in this town
and province, and further extend it
beneficial work in supplying the colony
with suitable servants. A report of the
work will be given in the public papers.
The honorary, secretary. will. duly ac-
kuowledge any money, or cheques may
be paid in to the Bank of British Colum-
bia to the fund of the G. F. S. Thank-
ing the editor for the use-.of his columns.
and the encouragement given to the
work of the G. F. S.

E. Eruisox.

August 20th, 1890.
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A FEW WORDS FoR THE LABORER.

To Tee Eprror.—Would ycu please
allow me space in your valuable paper to
say a few words for the hard-working
laboring man~ employed either by
week or month. Such men as are

airies, etc., are not combined in unin
like the various unions now existing, 1
can they go out on strike. Those uniu
men work their nine hours a day from |
a.m. until 5 p.m., but with the mouthly
laboring man the h-urs are chiefly from
5 a.m. until 7 p.m., and very often latcr.
when he has horses out that he hast
attend to, Sundays being almost as bud
as week days. Now I believe if the enr
ployers would give their man or me:
holiday every week, the men would

a more active and conscientious i

in the business of their employers, i1
further, by so doing would, I have

friends. But if the employers of a7
insist in having. men work such !l
hours, how. ean they expect to bur
spected by the laborers, or take s
keen interest in their property as would
be the case if they had less hours to v
With reference to the eight hour ju
tion, I fairly admit that it is imposstt
fof a man, when there are horses and
cows for him to attend to, to work only
eight hours a day, but a half holiday
every week won'd compensate for such a
number of hours. I hope some of m¥
brother laborers will act in concord and
try for the half holiday.

TABOREE.

TR e e S
THE PUBLIC MARKET.

To rrE EpIror :—The project i *®
public market, good and beneficial in !
self, is about to meet with another 4
astrous defeat. No sooner had the ;
been broached at the aldermanic bud™
than a number of public_spirited perso™®
were found ready to sacrifice property: **
a sharp advance in cost price, for ™°
of a market. Foremostamoi==
these patriots is the gentleman who
Iy bought the Methodist church prope’”
for $30,000, and now offers it to the ¢
at an advance of $20,000. A more UV
suitable site' does ‘not exist ; and, more
over, the buildings are within the br
limits, and not a ition, window ¥
skylight can be added to the existing
Again, as there is not an inc’
of ground onthe property that is nt
covered by buildings, how 1s it pro;;);id
s and cattle? Plenty of yar
room, as well as buildings, is wanted, ¢
a market will be a sure failure. )
T feel certain that the by-law will
: as long as the ratepayers feel
that the scheme, if adopted; will be

directed to puttin $20,000 into Mr. De-
Cosmos’ or gv-y ozier s;;eculltol’s pocket.
BREAKERS AHEAD:
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