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CRYSTAL HALLMcCALLUM'SAUTOMATIC TELEPHONES.

[From the Canadian Electrical News, May.
1893.]

It is as much an opon question Dow as it 
ever was in the days of the immortal 
Shakespeare whether it is not better to 
‘hear the ills we have" than “fly to others 
that we know not of." It is perhaps un- 
gallant to speak of the long suffering and 
usually patient “hello girl" as a cross to be 
borne with Christian resignation, but the 
stern and solemn fact remains that if you 
ring your bell too much in her ear the 
"linked sweetness long drawn out that is 
supposed to characterize the angelicswitch- 
maiden of your lightning expressions la 
liable to lie changed to something uudeui-
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Scsi ably peppery.
A device more or less complicated, in­

tended to do away with the “central 
operator, is now being brought before the 
public, but why the expense of such a 
complicated conglomeration of apparatus 
should be gone to in order to deprive a 
few young ladies of a chance to earn their 
daily bread is totally beyond our compre­
hension. Our comprehension may be 
limited, but while the fact remains that 
the annual interest on the cost of a six or 
eight wire system, such as the new tangled 
idea requires, would be more than enough 
to pay the wages of expert operators, we 
are compelled to cry cui bono, what is the 
good? Why displace the operators whose 
wages are a small fraction of the expense of 
a telephone system in order to introduce 
other complications and expenses.

“The ills we have,” to wit, the extremely 
affable young ladies at "central," we are 
all more or less acquainted with. Now let 
us look at one or two that at present we 
“know not of," but which the eloquent 
automatic projectors would like to run us 
up against. We all know how thoroughly 
reliable electric currents are when there is 
a speck of dust in the key contacts or a 
leakage of battery power to ground during 
wet weather. This last factor is so import­
ant in the adjustment of a magnet and 
variation, that a telegraph operator has 
sometimes to keep the adjusting screw of 
his relay continually in his hand while using 
the instrument. The “automatic ex­
change instrument for each telephone, con­
taining four or five magnets, is expected to 
look after itself (no operators need apply), 
to adjust itself, to keep itself clean, to auto­
matically put on its own bib and tucker and 
to go to church Sundays—in fact, to lead an 
exemplary life generally; no one is allowed 
to take a fatherly interest in the orphan 
because—is it not “automatic!” Now. we 
will suppose a subscriber wants to call up 
the general hospital and has gone through 
the cabalistic performances on the keys re­
quired to make the necessary number, and 
we will stretch a point and further suppose 
he has done it correctly, and some wander­
ing microbeof a fly, as weex-speekthemight, 
has been fooling around one of the contact 
points and the machine has slipped a cog 
—-only one cog, mind, in the possible 9999 
—instead of the general hospital he would 
be just as likely to get the jail. Imagine 
what a shock to Cholly’s feelings if he tried 
to call up his sweetheart and got an 
undertaker, or the effect on the presid- 
ing maiden of the Y. W. C. G. if some 
besotted bibulist took her for a brewery 
and ordered a dozen of beer and one of Old 
Tom gin and sent it in a brace of shakes 
at that! There would be a delightful un­
certainty as to what you were going to get 
about the business that would be par­
ticularly charming. It would be a soul- 
destroying invention, no doubt of that. 
If you wanted the Salvation Army for in- 
stance, and got the Mercer Reformatory, 
you would not, metaphorically speaking, 
take off your hat and apologize to the 
polite operator at the central for not 
speaking plainer. Oh, no ! The restrain­
ing influence of that young lady’s presence 
as it were would be absent, and you would 
illuminate the dark depths of the auto­
matic’s transmitter with a blue streak of 
indignation that would make the six wires 
sizzle to try and carry it all away at once.

Any system that depends on a battery 
current to work its mechanism at a dis. 
tance muet in the nature of things be 
uncertain. The failure of the writing tele-
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but residents are convinced that it was 
an eruption of the earth.

KENT.
A 5 year-old daughter of Hector Patter- 

son, lot 33, con. 9, Dawn township, enticed 
her sister, who is 2 years old, to a secluded 
place, and persuaded her to lay her hand 
on a block, when she immediately cut of 
the first three fingers of her baby sister’s 
right hand. After this had been done, the 
severed lingers were buried in the ground. 
Before the children reached home, the 
youngest had nearly bled to death.—[Dres­
den Times.

MIDDLESEX,
The death occurred the other day of 

Miss Annie McFarlane, daughter of Hector 
McFarlane, clerk of Ekfrid township, after 
a prolonged illness.

About four months ago, while Miss 
Maggie Dixon, the 16 year-old daughter of 
Engineer B. Dixon, G. T. R., of St. 
Thomas, was in the garden, a couple of 
young friends dressed up in disguise, and 
for a joke frightened her. She never re- 
covered from the shock, and at present is 
lying at the point of death.
" One of the oldest and most respected 

residents of Lobo passed away the other 
day in the person of Isabella, relict of the 
late Duncan Graham, at the ripe old age 
of 80 years. Deceased was a native of 
Scotland, and came to Canada when 16 
years of age, settling in the townshipof 
Lobo, where she has since resided. Of a 
family of ten children only four are now 
living, viz., Mrs. Tuckey, 01 Lobo; Dugald, 
of Strathroy; Daniel, of Melrose, and 
Alexander, who lives at home. The funeral 
was largely attended. Rev. Mr. Jewell 
officiated at the house and grave, and the 
pall-bearers were Messrs. Robert Boston, 
M.P.. Thos. Powell, Arch. McGugan, 
Malcolm McArthur, Mr. Barker and Mr.

Hambly. _______ _______________
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| Mr. D. Porte: 1 .P. for North Bruce, 
has left Colton, a , lor home.

IUFI ERIN.
'Rev Dr. MR obie, of Shelbourne, 

I preached in St.Andrew’s Church, Orange- 
Iville on Sundayevening. At the close of 
I a rather forcibl sermon he was about to I dismiss the co rogation, when the venor- 
I able sexton, M Thomas Temple, stepped 

up to the pulpit nd reminded the preacher 
Ithat he had irgotten to take up the 

collection. Dr. : cRobbie audibly admitted 
the oversight, » 1 the cash was collected 
while the choirrrestled with an anthem. 
The expressed pinion of one of the con- 
gregation after he service was that the 
church manager should, in all fairness, 
divide last Sundy night’s collection with 
their wideawake sexton.—[Owen Sound
Advertiser.
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DD TT A0Miss Carrie Cilard, of West Lorne, was 
taken ill with indammation of the bowels 1at the residence of Mr. Henry Best, near 
Fingal, on Tues ay afternoon. On Wednes- 
day morning sh was a corpse. While her 
father was on hi way to her bedside his 
horse ran away nd he was thrown out and 
badly injured. J

Custom Tailor, 
DUNDAS STREET

graph that was shown 86 me years ago was 
entirely due to this cause. The apparatus 
would work perfectly with a definite 
resistance and uniform battery, but was 
inoperative when exposed to vicissitudes of 
weather and distance. If, as is proposed, a 
common battery main is used with branches 
to each subscriber, a cross on the line, 
liable to happen at any time, would 
paralyze the whole exchange.

The switch board would have the tame 
number of connections as the ordinary 
telephone switch board, with the addition 
of a complicated piece of mechanism in 
place of the plain annunciator drop of the 
ordinary system. Its adoption, instead of 
saving in the cost of labor, would simply 
substitute expensive mechanics for com­
paratively inexpensive operators.

The claim that a small country town or 
village could use this system instead of the 
ordinary one does not appear to have good 
foundation. If automatic instruments were 
installed it is idle to say that they would 
look after themselves. They would have 
to be maintained. It would simply mean 
the substitution of an expert to keep them 
in order, instead of the cheaper boy or girl 
whose only qualification needed would be 
the ability to ring a telephone bell.

The immense cost of the system io a large 
city would far overbalance the amount of 
the wages of a few girls, while the un- 
certainty of results would be & serious, if 
not a prohibitive drawback. We have 
fresh in our mind the words of caution 
given on the subject of electric investments 
by the president of the Canadian Electrical 
Association at its last convention, but do 
not think that investors, though they may 
not know very much about the matter 
technically, will place much failli in a 
telephone company who would offer to 
equip every town and village in the country 
and build trunk lines from New Brunswick 
to British Columbia on a capital of 
8250,000. __________ _____________ .
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On Thursday they were presented with a 
farewell addre by the members of the
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For years I have not seenolds- Presbyterian Chreh.ESSEX
Detroit and Windsor capitalists have a 

scheme that wi involve the expenditure 
of several hundred thousand dollars in the 
latter city. The proposition is to buy all 
the property on both sides of McDougall 
street, from Ban wich street to the Tecum- 
seh road, tear down the old buildings, 
have the street paved, run a street rail­
road down the center, and have a row of 
trees planted on ach aide of the railroad.

HURON.
The total asets of Johnson Bros., of 

Wiarton, amou# to $8,300, divided as 
follows: Walkerton, $1,100; Paisley, 
81,400; Tara 81,500; Wiarton, 81,500; 
Chesley, $2,800 .' The liabilities so far 
presented to the assignee amount to $9,500.

Recently the bouse of J. Wilson, Auburn, 
was entered by robbers and some $190 
stolen, Mr. Wilson had just received the 
funds of the temperance lodge, some $55, 
and was also treasurer of the Presbyterian 
Church.

Huron jail statistics show the cost per 
Prisoner to be 65 cents a day. The total 
expenses were $2,338 89, of which $1,370 
went for salaries.’

While Chief Dunlop, of St. Marys, was 
returning to Seaforth from St. Marya with 
a prisoner named Oaks the other day, the 
latter broke away, swam an adjoining 
stream and, covering the pursuing officer 
with a revolver, escaped. This was the 
man who burglarized the stores of Messrs. 
C. W. Papst and Jackson Bros., in Seaforth, 
Bome time ago
„w- K. Pearce, formerly of Strathroy, of

Dominion Bank, Toronto, has been ap- 
pointed acting agent of that institution in 
Seaforth.
John McLean, formerly of Clinton, died 

at Carter, Montana, on April 30, at the age 
of 74 years. Deceased leaves a wife, two 
Fons and three daughters to mourn his 
demise. His death was due to old age.

Kosch, an employe of Messrs. 
Simon & Hill’s factory, Wiarton, had two 

his fingers taken off recently while oper- 
ing a planing machine.The total abeesment of Clinton is 8505,- 

145,8 total of $5,000 less than last year, 
the difference being due to a change in the 
Act regarding income exemptions. The 
population is 2,428, an increase over last 

Arthur Bennett, of Ashfield, a pioneer of 
Huron, is dead.

W. Cudmore, of Kippen, is still doing 
quite an extensive business in pressed 
hay. Since hay came in last fall he has 
handled 200 care of this article, sending 
about 800 tons to the English market. At 
present it is all going to the American market, being bought on tho track by a 
gentleman from Albany. „,

The other afternoon the people at Staple. 
Ton and its immediate vicinity experienced 

shock somewhat alter the nature of an 
earthquake. There was a noticeable noise 
that sounded like distant thunder, and a 
perceptible shock as if some heavy body 
Bad fallen. The cause re gains a mystery,

own cloth.
We parted—a creditor and

And th nigh 1 hastened r ih A Way.
His beaming features met us

The morn of the next day.___

Destitution in Iceland.

GLOUCESTER, May 12.-A letter dated 
=== 

crop has been a failure, and the p. 
to kill the cattle for food.

Two Boys Burned to Death
Oswego, N. Y., May 12-ilie cutly 

and Thos. Lavere, two small boye.M the 
into a barn to play this mon Try locked 
former’s home, in this city. after the 
the door on the inside, an Is ■ toried 
place was in flames, the lads belt started a 
to a crisp. It is supposed try spread to 
bonfire in the barn. The 11 ane destroyed; 
the Scully house, which w,s The 
also a barn owned by Wm. stenlin her 
mother of the Lavere boy lay in 1 nd given 
home near by, having yeste: dShe Will birth to a child, and it is learned she will 
not recover from the shock.

"1 Am So Tired" 
Is a common exclamation at th 
There is a certain bracing effectin a 
which is lost when the weather 1er 
warmer; and when nature is ewi and 
youth her admirera feel dull, siucish a to 
tired. This condition is owing I win its 
the impure condition of the lnse. to the 
failure to supply healthy I'M remark- 
various organs of the body. I is to the 
able bow susceptible the syste medicine at 
help to be derived from a goo4 n purify- 
thi. season. Possessing just tho the body 
ing, building-up qualities which gone over, 
craves, Hood e Sarsaparilla the appe- 
comes that tired feeling, restores short, rm- tite, purifies the blood, and, tousaude. of 
parts vigorous health. Its It Makes 
friends as with one voice declare
the Weak Strong."_
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This department is now replete with the latest 
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prices. See the goods.
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