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“Keep out of his way—one of our

THE

Lady of the Night

Amelia Makes aSuccess

CHAPTER VI,

“That's so, sir,” assented HKliot
rheerfully. “That mare you Bought
the other day shows a slight spavin.”

“Oh, hang fhe mare!™ remarked Sir
Joseph, as if the subject had no inter-
est for him. With a nod, he turned as
if to walk away; then, merely glanc-
B2 over his shoulder, he said casual-
»— :
“Who was this girl you had the trou-
sle about; what was her name?”

“Miss Ryall,” replied Eliot.

Sir Joseph stopped short and gazed
before him; then he ejaculated an in-
expressive “Ah!” and walked on.

He overtook his promising son, and
Selwyn began at once with-—~

“Look here, father, that fellow—-
Selwyn?” said Sir Joseph slowly, and
th the air of the man who holds the
“Well, I won't—or I

wil
purse-strings,
ceL 1."
“Can’t!”  exclaimed ‘Selwyn, with
and res C'l(nlf“lf
7§ : pm it either way
ai r Joseph. “Anywayv
of it Seems to me you
. « y fool of yourself—
Cor che ﬁrst tinie. You'd better keep
of l 1is way.” 2

tne a

men—a servant—I never heard 'of

such a thing!”

ed 8ir Joseph. “I am nof going to get
rid of a man who guits me because he
happens to haw€ got the best of you
in a queer and shady business. The
man stays until I choose to saek him;
and I don't choose just at the present
momeént. You had hetter go round the
back way; you look like a d@rowned
rat.”

. CHAPTER VII
MR. STRIFLEY SUSPICIOUS.

Mr, Selwyn Ferrand’s evil star was
certainly in ihe ascendant that .éven=
ing, for he was fated to meet with yet
another discomfiting experience.

He had parted from Sir Joseph in
the worst of tempers, and was wend-
ing his way to the Hall along a by-
path, by which he hoped to éscape ob-
servation, when he suddenly came
face to face with an individual who
was approaching in a somewhat extra-
ordinary manner. He was shambling
glong with a slight limp, his head was
thrust forward, and  his arms, which
were very long, swung at his sides as
if they were parts of his body which
did not match the rest. He was dress-
ed in a well-worn dblack suit, rather
shiny at the knees and elbows, with a
tall silk hat which had borne the
brunt of many a summer and winter,
His gait and appearance, taken in con-
junction with a perfectly pallid face
and startlingly red ‘hair, “clipped &0

close that if look‘d as if it were a

T/Wun

for a

| coat of paint, were  so ' incongruous
- — e
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“Well, you hear of it now.” remark-

‘bis 1hds were lowered, and

| 80 right and smooth
lim ﬂk:myp,lhopwmon,,

‘made an efmort- ‘to dmz his

) m:;x?‘ into d\graver expression, but |.

it wag o futile gn. effort that the grin

~ { scemed more “pronsuncad than be-

fore.
“I beg your pardon," he d wlth
8 suppressed titter; “but you ‘look so-

| tupny—-yoy've had s ducking, he-hel”

Selwyn glared at him.
“Who are you?’ he said turiously.

t's your mmm here?. If yon

are trespassing—

" “Qh, no,” said the atnn;ar obiect
ip a low-pitched falgatte, which was
startling as his ‘appearance. “I'm

{ on business right Qnoush. I've come

te See Sir Joseph.”

“Oh, \you’ve come te nee my father,
have you?” snapped Selwyn

At the words “my fathier” the man's

|1antern jaw drepped, his manner ins

atantly beeame servile and apprehén-
sive, he plucked off his hat, and bowed

with all his body.

A~ *I-—1 beg your pardon” he whined.
‘I *why, it must be Mr. Selwyn. I hope

you will fergive me, sir, for not recog-
nising you; it's some years since’ I
had the honour of seeidg you, sir, and
the present conqmon of your cloth-
ing—"

“Oh, go to the devil!” broke in Sel-
wyn. “You are an impudent scoun-
drel! I don’t remember you—-""

“I am Stripley, your father’s—Sir
Joseph's—confidential eclerk, eir,” ex-
plained the man, his Nat still in-his
hand, his body still bent fn apology
and deprecation. “Im’' sure. if I'd
known that it was you, sir, I wouldn't
have presumed to laugh—"

“You'll find my father in the path
there,” sald Selwyn, with a gesture of
dlemissal, “I'll et him know the kind
of manners his confidential clerk dis-
plays. Be off!”

“Yes, sir; certainly, sir; but 1 do
hope you’ll overlook my little mis-
take, sir. I thought you were a strang-
er; and, beipg so wet—"

With an path Selwyn hurried past
him. But the man stood for some mo-
ments as if rooted to the spet, still
holding his hat and bowing as he look-
ed after the enraged young man, Then
he slole covered his flaring head,
and went in search of Sir Joseph, mut-
tering— )

“Like father, like son. No; the
young ‘un is worse than the old ’un,
or I'm very mach mistaken.”

He found his master seated on a
felled tree, smoking a. cigar, and ap-
parently lost in profound ecogitation,
for he looked up with an absent and
preoccupied air at the strange figure
of his confidential clerk.

“Oh, it's you, is it, Stripley!” he
gsaid with a nod. “Anythiug. import-
ant?”’

“Yes, Bir Joseph,” said Stripley,
leaning forward meekly, his small
eyes fixed on Sir Joseph's with an ex-
pression which a dog wears when it
is uncertain ‘whether a kick or a'blow
is in waiting for it. “The two letters
come thig morning—the one from Aus-
tralia and the other from the assay-
ers——"

“Hand them over,” interrupted Sir
Joseph, He took the letter yopened
them at first quickly;. but, - after a
glance at hig clerk, more. leisurely,
and read them. “You were at the office
before the post came in, eh?” he ask-
ed.

“Certainly, sir; certainly, sir, as
you requested,me, sir,” replied Strip-
ley with a servile smile and a move-
ment of the body which corresponded
with that of the anxious dog still
awaiting the kick. “I am always most
careful to obey your injunctions. Ever
since you tooksme into the office as an
errand boy; out of the streets, as you
may say, and raised me ko my present
lofty position~——"

Sir Joseph nodded. ' His face had
turned towards an opening in the
plantation through which he could
catch a glimpPee of the Ryall fand, but
e .looked:
round again almost instantly.

“I'll give you the answer to this
one,” he said, tapping the envelope
which bore the stamp of “Gilly and
Roberts.” “Tell them /1’1l attend to it.
And they are not to write ngl.ln—-mlnd
that. T'll see themr—when 1 want to.”
“And. the Australian letter, Sir
Joseph?” inquired Stripley. meekly.
“8if Joseph shot a sharp glance up
at the unnaturally white b 291
see to that. All ‘r!im at the office?”
“Quite, 81T, ” replied Stripley,
with ‘eager h lty “I am ‘always
moet careful that everything sbould

during your ab- |’

mwn nmw

his hapds looked big :
a cannon ball, took eff h ‘hat

made a series of bows, and, wptuku
on a megk, deprecating “Good-e
ing, Sir Jogeph,” went down the
mlnamhadidmmuhﬁ
behind him at Sir Joseph as he.had

humility sat on his eountemamece till
he had turned the corner, then it gave

flection.

“Both the latters Were sealed,”. he
murmured to. himself. “Annoying,
very! But that one from Gilly and Re«
perts contained good news~I could
gee that by his face; 1 know every
look of it. He sent them gome ore to
assay, and the report was favourable,
New, what was it? Was it copper, or
tin, or coal? A}ld wheve did he get the
sample from?"

He stopped, and, still siwinging his
arms, looked round ahout hilm with a
fox-like impatience and curiesity.

“And the other lgtter—the one from
Australia—~what was that, I wonder?

always'sorted out from the rest and
kept secret. I'm his confidential clerk,
but he don’t put much confidence in
me. Ugh! It would have heen wiser of
him to trust me, It's the secpets that
I\don't know, Sir Joseph, that make
my fingers itch, Fll see one of those
letters one day—Hullo!”

He had come upon Eliot's cotmo,
from the 6pen door of which was waft-
ed the aggravating scent of roast mest,
and he stopped and sniffed at it long-
ingly, for he had had nothing to eat
save an arrowroot biscuit since his
breakfast. He drew nearer, as if in»
deed drawn by the delicious perfume,
and Eliot, whose quick ears had
caught the cautious footsteps on the
threphold, turned his head and saw
him, Finding himself caught, Stripley
plucked off his hat, and with a smile
that stretched his huge mouth into s
Tong slit which threatened to reagh
his ears, bowed ingratiatingly.

“I beg your pardon, I'm' sgure,” he

1 said, in the peculiar voice which made

most persons jump, and had a danger-
ously startling effect upon children. “I
happened to bs passing, and—er—
looked in—just looked in. You‘ll for-
give me, m sure, No inquu!tlye rude-
ness intended, I assure you.” \

“That’s all right,” said Eliot, ris}ng
“Won't you come in?"

“Oh, thank yvou! “responded Strip-
ley, with a2 gush of grateful humility;
and he stepped across the threshold.
“But I am disjurbing you at.your even-
ing meal—supper, 1 presume?”

The man's eyes so obvipusly wolfed
the small joint of mutton that. Eliot |
asked him to join him. Mr.
drew a chair to the table with g rapid-
ity and neatness which would have
done credit to a conjuror, hastily, but
carefully, deposited his hat on the
floor, and seated himself with a stified
sighy of- desire and impatience. Eliot
thought he was the hungriest-looking
man he had ever seen; and he had
seen not a few hungry men. He cut
him @ huge slice 'of mutton, piled up
the plate with potatoes and - spring
cabbagé, and tried to avoid looking at
his guest while he ate. But it ‘was

at him, for Mr. Stripley disposed of
the huge plateful in such prodigious
mouthfuls, and yet with such rapidity,
that the whole disappeared as if by
magic.

“Let me give you some more,” said
Eliot. .
“Thank you, thank you,” résponded
Mr. Stripley; “it really is such a beau-
tiful bit of mutton, so juicy and so ten-
der—raised in these parts, mo doubt?
We @n't get mutton like this in Lon-

‘the country!—the fat of the- land, run-
ning about outside your door,. as you

| may say-—pleasing sight!”

 (To be continted)
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"Rich Lustre Gombined With Rare Beaut iy
. and a G’/Larm That Lasts—

OMAN'’S pride in her home
expresses ‘itself in the setting

of her table. ~Is it any

then; that silverware of such beauti-
-ful pattern and brilliant lustre as
“Holmes & Edwards”’ is so hlghl-y

prized?

More lavish- in- theis

silver, “Holmes & Edwards’’

men have also added a new charm .
. to fine .silverware—a hand-burnish-~

ed lustre - that gleams and flashes

like a diamond,

Fine linen serves but. to enha.nce
. the brilliance and distinction:
“Holmes- & Edwards’’ lends,

Exclusive patterns are a further

source of pride.

-

is .the fact that

wonder
“lasts.
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But most welcome feature of all

“Holmes & Edwards”
"1t is protected against wear.

In “Holmes & Edwards’’ S1LVER~

nothing shost of sterling silver can
Solid blocks™ of pure silver
are fused in on the back of the most-

mars ordinary silverware,

In “Holmes & Edwards”
PraTe these points are protected
by a heavy exira deposit of pure

At the better jewellery shops.

the eharm of
silverware
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Meaning of the
“Elks Colors Goes
’ Way Back.

(Norfolk Vlrgmun Pilot.)
Colors were once an evidence of
tradition, the written languages of the
paople, the signs of ‘the times. Light
was before color in oreation. The his-

ity of their triple origin—~Divine, Con-

~—the Clergy, the Nobles and the Peo-
ple. Under the Justintan Code at
nalty of death was incur-
‘ﬂ;m" ¢clothed in pur-

emblem of purity and of immaculate
<chastity. y

The Bible presents the type-of the
language of colors in all its.purity.
Jesus says, in the Apocalypse. 11-17,
“I- will give to the victorious a. white
stone on which shall be wrilten a
name which no one kansws but he who
receives it.”

‘White is the symbol of divinity, wis-

dom, purity, justice and hope after
death. In the Testament, white {s sym-
bolic of innocence; in the raiment of
the angels and glorious saints, of
Joy and' victory.

Purple is a compound hue, & red
azure, and signifies in the popular
language of colors the love of truth.
Purple was the original color in 'the
symbolic vestment of the . Hebrew
priests, and predominated in the orna-

-ment‘alt!umlrlut Pmﬁn

and the ancients perczived in colors
different-degrees of virtne and vice.

Philostratus gives to love wings of
purple and agure, In antiquity purple
was a red color graduated with biue,
and aceording to blazonary purple is
compound azure and gules.

The punple toga was the garb of the
emperor .ulone-. It was the badge of
kingship. - Purple fabrics were .very
costly: Both sides of purple were used
for the carpet and curtains of the
Holy of Holies 'in the templp. The
threads of the. tassels on every
Israelite’s outer garments had to be
made of bluish purple. At the Baby-
lonian court the bestowal of reddish
purple raiment Jas a mark of the
highest favor,

White (argent) ‘alone signthes chas-
tity, charity and & clear conscience
but in with the mlo it be-

comes tokens the favor of the peoplé:
combined with gold, it meant a friends
ly feeling even toward one’s enemief;
with red, strong in deed and just it
word; with azure a goodly dispositiot
and wisdom of counsel; with ssblt
constancy, sorrow ' for the loss of
friends, a religious disposition

ness and bad luck aftgr fortunes.
Emblematical animals and hor
have in blazonry also their sigi

‘cance—Harp, skill in music; borne?

a stag . (Blk) ' fortitude; unicoft
strength; -eagle, a lofty spirit, an
wings, celerity and protection.
The Elks’ colors, a combination
royal purple and White, uged at ever’
Elks' function, as typlcal ‘of Elkdom

‘| derives its origin from:the foregoisf

‘source, White is the symbol of truth
and an emblem of purity, signityiné
one of the attributes Jof the Qrder ¥
when combined with royal purple
signifies in the langiage of colors the
Jove of truth and ths highest desre!
of virtue.. It is the badge of Kkingship
and pignifies highest favor, The blend*
ing of the colors betokens the favor

it

4 of the people, all of which Indicst®)
| the status of Elkdom.
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