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"GREAT MEETING IN CALGARY

HEARS SIFTON AND MARSHALL

Premier Sifton and Hon. Duncan Marshall Arouse Audience of Four Thousand People to
Great Pitch of Enthusiasm by Advocacy of Reciprocity. Candidate Van Wart Makes
an Excellent Impression by his Plain and Straightforward Appeal to the
_Electors for Support. Hon. Duncan Marshall’s Address Referred to
as One of he Finest Ever Delivered in Calgary.

“1.firmly believe that the reciprocity
pact is a measure. that is in the inter-
ests of the entire peopie of the Do-
nunion or 1 could not support ¥t.”

For the first time since the recipro-
city question has been betore the elec-
tors of ‘Alberta, Hon. Arthur L. Sifton,
premier of the province of which he
.was formerly chief justice, addressed a
political meeting in Sherman’s audi-
tcrium on Monday night, in Calgary,
and despite the rumors that had been
going the rounds to the effect that he
was against reciprocity, he made a
fighting -speech which thrilled an ‘au-
dience whose numbers ran into the
tuyusands, and in the above words
siowed plainiy where he stoald regard-
ing the pact which is proving the main
issue ol one of the tiercest election
campaigns in the history of the Do-
minion.

As he spoke the wards which showed
where he stands on this question which
both Liberals and Conaervatives admit
means so much to the West, the roar
of applause which greeted them show-
ed that he had only voiced the senti-
ments «. the sea of electors, who
crowded the galleries, filled the stage
and extended in serried rows almost to
the back of the huge auditorium. 1t
is difficult to estimate the number of
people present, but it would be erring
on the safe side to say that there were
at least 4,000 men and wcmen in at-
tendance, and both from point of num-
pbers and enthusiasm, the meeting was
easily the best that has been held in
the present campaign in Calgary so far

Candidate is Pleased.

“There is no guestion at all in my
mind now; the people of Calgary waiat
reciprocity and they will have it after
September 21,” said I. G. 8. Van Wart,
the Liberal candidate, after the meet-
ing was over, as, with the Premier,
Hcén. Duncan Marshall, and a host of
prominent Liberals, he left the building
the cheers of the crowd still ringing
in his ears, and with electors of all
stations in life pressing forward to
shake hands and assure him of their
support at the polls.

And he was justified in bhis state-
ment. Sitting on the platferm facing
the huge crowd he had been able tc
see the enthusiastic way in which they
applauded the speeches of Premier
Sifton and Hon. -Duncan Marshall
Scanning the crowded  galleries and
looking down on the sea of faces be-
fi'e him he had been able to See just
what they thought of reciprocity and
{hee Laurier govérnmeit, and it need-
ed no mind reader to see that the
dro\rd 'Which raded 'him had  found
both good and that on electicm day
1he}; would so declare.

An Immense Crowd.

Although the meeting was scheduled
for eight o’clock, it was half an hour
after that time befcre it commenced
but the enthusiasm of the crowd was

in nowise dampened by the wait, and
when finally Dr. Egbert walked down
the centre aisle, followed by Sherifi
Van Wart, Premier Sifton and Hon.
Duncan Marshall, a roar of spplause
went up from those in the rear who
were the first to recognize the candi-
date and speakers of the evening, and
was carried forward to those in front
until the platform was finally reached
through a cheering, tcssing, turbul-
ent crowd of humanity, who waved
hats and handkerchiefs, shouted and
stamped and sought in every way
known to show their enthusiasm,

And even when the candidate and
speakers reached the platform the
applause did not cease. In an evel
increasing volume of ‘sound it echoed
and reverberated through the auditor- l
lum, and it was some time before the
chairman, Dr. Egbert, could obtain a|
hearing. 2

. Laurler's Name Cheered.

But finally even the most enthusias-
tic had calmed down, although all
through the meeting the mention w
Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s name was en-
ough to send the cheers echoing to
the roof and the speeches of Mr.
Sifton, Mr. Van Wart and Mr. Mar-
shall were all punctuated  with out-
bursts cf spontaneous applause, which
caused the speakers to pause time and
again until they could again be heard.

Mr. Van Wart was the first speake;
introduced. In plain, blunt, terse sen-
tences, without any show of oratory,
he outlined his platform, his past re-
cord; and his future pcilicy, if returned
as the member for Calgary. His was
the speech of the business-man, un-
used to much public speaking, and 1t
took with the crowd.

“I am . for reciprocity, first, last and
all the time, because I believe that it
will do us all gocd,” he said.  “I be-
lieve that it will benefit the farmers
of Canada, and anything that will
benefit :the farmers: will benefit ths
people of the Dominion.”

Carried Conviction

His remarks earried conviction and
when he. sat dcwn he was applauded
to the echo, but his speech was oniy
the beginning.. The crowd had been
taken with his blunt manner of put-
ting his- platform before them, bu it
took the fighting speech of Hon. Dun-
can Marshall, minister cf agriculture,
to rouse them to the highest pitch ol
enthusiasm. Taking advantage of
Mr. Van Wart’'s newness to platform
speaking. an attempt at heckling had
been made., . It is-true that the huge
crowd hissed down the. heckler, and
the irresponsible one was on deck
when Mr. Marshall rcee to speak, and
shouted a question that could not be

peat the question. *“Den’t be afraid
to ask me questions,” challenged.thp
ppeaker, after waiting some seconds,
*“With a cause like this we have go!
no worries in this fight at all.” But
the guestioner .had gauged the mettle
of his man, and was content to leave
well enciigh alone, and this was the
last interruption of the evening. Then
Mr. Marshall ' started on a speech
which will go down as one of the best
speeches made in any campaign in
Calgary. @
Arguments Dissected.

Taking up the arguments <f the op-
ponents to reciprocity Hhe ' smashed
them one by one, and as he finisned
with each.-one he cast it aside amid
the plaudits of his hearers and took
up the next one. One after another
he dealt with them, and when he final-
ly finished after cne of the most bril-
liant campaign speeches ever heard in
the city, the ovation he received was
tremendous. £

But somehow the crowd seemed to
expect a fighting speech from Duncan
Marshall, and when the applause had
died away there was a burst of ex-
pectancy as Premier Sifton was an-
nounced and it was plain tc: see that
many of those present had come to
hear just what he had to say on this
great question of reciprocity.

No Frills. ;

They were not left long in doubt.
Plunging into his subject without any

| cheered again and again.

preliminary frills he soon showed his
audience where he stood.

speech rang true, and it ound 'ans-

wering response in the héarts of his |
audience, for time after.time he was |
applauded as in his clearcut senten- |
ces he cutlined his reasons for sup- |

porting reciprocity, but the premier
was not content to let figures and his
own statements tell his story, and on
one occasion he proiuced the Statutes
of Canada to prcve an assertion he
made, and as he nailed his point
he was cheered again and again. It
was the same all through his speech, a
speech bristling with points in favor
of reciprceity and full of fight

‘“They are crying down the very
thing from which their leaders have
stood for years. They forget entirely
that this is their own policy, and fa-
vored for years by their cwn leaders,
and for giving effect to it they are call-
ing the- Liberals traitors,” he sald, re-
ferring to the Conservative opposition
to the treaty.

“Ycu‘have read in the papers, oT
heard Bome of their speakers declare
that Sir John A. Macdonald, that emi-
nent ‘chieftain ' of the' -Conservative
party, was never in favor of recipro-
city, nor were his lieutenants after his

TIVHSHVIL NVONAJ ‘NOH
1711w ¢ ueatn, and so ‘L tnought 1
would bring to you tonight the Stat-
utes of the Dominion of Canada where
the record appears entirely to the ccn-
trary, and wherein 1t is proved that
these statesmen did favor the very
kind of measure that is now before
this country in the present election.
I thought I would show you wne
clause where he put himself and his
followers on record in 1879, the same
session in which he introduced his
national policy,” he.  ccntinued, and
proceeded” to read an extract from
tlke statutes placed on record in 1879,
showing where the grains, animals, of
all kinds; fish and agricultural. pro-
ducts, lumber, etc., may be imported
into Canada upon proclamation of the
Governor-General in Ccrnceil, when-
ever it appears to his satisfaction that
gimilar articles from Canada may be
imported into the United States free
of duty.

“And that was placed on the statute
books by Sir Jchn A. MacDonald him-
self;”” he said, and then took up the
loyalty cry which is being raised.

The Loyalty Cry Again,

«“The Tory party are loyal so far as
making speeches and waving the flag
is concerned,” he declared, but when
it came to giving preference to the
manufacturers of Great Britain it was
the Liberal party which gave the pre-
ference at 25 per t. and increased
that to 33 l-m&lnt, and are will-
ing to do even mor in the same direc-
tion so as to bind /fcloser the ties that
unite the empirg. - TRis is true loy-

heard on the platform.

“What's your trouble?” queried Mr.
Marshall looking toward the paint,
from which the voice came,
have been the fighting ' look of the
minister of agriculture that did it, but
whatever it wag the voice did not re-

It may

alty, fcr true loyalty cousists in build-
I'ing up this cougtry so tRat if ever the
{ time comes when the empire
our help we yhay be in a better posi-
!'tion than eyer before to render aid.
i']‘r{xe loyalgi is believe 1n the building

yup of t .Domjn_irn so that instead

And  his |
| of the pecple generally.

4 that Sir Wilfrid Laurier is the

needs |

of 8,000,000 we' can have 80,000,000
with which to assist Great Britain., It
is for this reason that 1 am supporting_
the government.
true lcyalty in the building up of this

country, and I expect them to keep on. |

Open Markets Wanted.

“We want open markets for the purs
pose of drawing more people to Al-
berta, and we want move pcpulation
so that we may build railroads for the
people of this country. .And it is be-
cause this is the kind of policy that
will lead to such a development- that
I want to support it. I desire tc see
the 50,000 people of this city grow to
be 500,000 and the 400,000 people ot
Alberta grow tc be 4,000,000 It is
for this reason that I am advocating
this, and that the people in this coun-
try may be happy and contenied and
growing in prosperity at all timvs.”

At another stage in his speech he
aeclared that “the loyalty cof the peo-
ple of Canada is not a question of trade
or money,”” and the remark was
But it was
at the  conclusicn of his speech that
the real outburst of applause came.

“I firmly believe that this measure
is one that is in the interests of the
entire people of the Dominion or 1
ccmld not support it,” he said in con-
clusion. - “It is in the interests of the
people of this country that there
should be freer trade relations, and
wider markets. Anything that is for
the general benefit of the agricultural
interests must also be in the interests
The Liberal
government is a government that does
not restrict trade, but gives to the
people assistance. And now let me
give you the final reason why I support
this gcvernment, and it s a reason
that will appeal to every man and
woman in this audience; it is this,
first
federal statesman to recognize the
fact that the prairie provinces should
be on an equal footing with the other
provinces cf this Dominion, and that
the natural resources should be handed
over to the people of this province as
is in the case of British Columbia.”

While Premier Sifton did nat go
fully into the advantages this would
bring to the province he stated that it
would place Alberta "upon a sound
foundation financially for all time tc
come, and that it would be placed on
a footing that will give this province
privileges equal to those held by
other. prcwinces: in-the: Dominion. ;

There was ‘a brief silence as he
finished, and then the crowd rose to
its feet: and cheered-him = again . and
again, after which cheers were given
for Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mr. Van
Wart, and the speakers and the huxe
crowd filed out of the hall after the
best political. meeting that has been
held in this campaign as yet.

An Ideal Chairman

Dr. Egbert proved an ideal chairman
for the meeting. When crder had been
called he made a few remarks rela-
tive to the size of the gathering and the
issues before the people in the present
election. However, he did not dwell
long on the subject, but remarked that
reciprocity had been the aim cf Sir
John A. Magdonald, Sir John Thomp-
son, Hon. Edward Blake, Hon. Oliver
Mawat, and all Canadian statesmen for
the past thirty years. He pointed out
that Conservative governments had
frequently tried to get a reciprocal
pact with the United Stat®s passed but
had failed, and that now that success
had crowned the efforts of the Liberal
party they were raising cries of dis-
ioyalty, annexation, etc. These cries
he said were being made to divert tha
attention of the people from the real
issue, and not for the good of the coun-
try, being merely brcught forward for
political purposes. ;

Dr. Egbert then introduced Sheriff
Van Wart, the Liberal candidate, and
in doing so made a few remarks re-
garding Mr. Van Wart's past record
in the city, where he had lived for the

-past twenty years.

An Enthusiastic Reception.

Mr. Van Wart’'s reception was very
enthusiastic, but he confined his re-
marks to asking those present to. ex-
tend him their support during the
campaign.

“When I get to Ottawa I possibly
won’t be filling Hansard with hot
air;”’ he :said, ‘‘but 1 will be working
for the City of Calgary.” He then
referred briefly to the time he had
spent in Calgary, during which he
had been in business and also con-
nected with the city government,
hospita]l board, exhibition poard and
other public offices.

“I have in the past been frequent-
ly sent to Ottawa in the interests of
Calgary,” he said, ‘and I always came
back with the goods. As far as re-
ciprocity {8 concerned I am for it first,
last and all the time, for I believe
that if we can do anything for the
farming community to get them a
bigger market and better prices' for
their produce and cattle we should
do it, for what heip the stockman
and farmer helps the manufacturer
and city workmen, and the whole
country benefits.”

Not An American, Z

Taking up the statement that had
been made that he was an American,
Mr. Van Wart said that he was sorry
such tactics had been started so early
in the campaign.

“If T was an American I shoulg be
ashamed of it,” he said amid ap-
plause, “but I want to tell you people
that I was born in St. John, N.B., angd
that I come from good United Empire
Loyalist stock.

opponent, but I do not consider . it

show thét loyalty.”

hrief. “If you send-me to Ottawa

They have shown |

R

PREMIER :SIFTON, who is an Ent husiastic” Advocate of Reciprocity.

as your representailive on September
21, I promise youw I will do something
for Calgary,” he said in conclusion.
“For the past eight years we have

Ottawa, and if you can show me one
thing that has bean done for the city
of Calgary I woulcl like to see it. If
I go there as your representative
there is going to be something doing,
and Calgary will 10t be overlooked
in the future as it has been in the
last.”

Marshal] in Good form.
Mr. Van Wart was cheered as he
sat down, and in a ifew words the
chairman introduced Hon. IDuncan
Marshall, minister of agriculture. It
was plain to see [rom the reception
he got that Mi Marshall was an old
favorite with the crowd.
“I am glad to Le here because we
have a good cguse, and in Calgary a
good candidate; and in Canada a good
leader in the 'Liberal’ party,”” he said
in opening ‘his speech. “L tell you
boys that Van is a good man to fight
tigers” with, and sowgebody’ is going
to find this out before the campaign
is over.” \

city, which he said h considered the
crowning glory' o
Canada., £ 6
that has been “introduced by any
will pe productive of so much good,”
he said. “It is the crowning act in
the history of the greatest man that
Canada has ever known. It will
give Canada a new lease of 1ife, and
the reciprocal !agreement Wwith the
United States, coupled with the Bri-
tish preferentizl tariff,’ will’' go down
as the two great. fisca] tariff reforms
of the administration of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier.”

Mr. Marshall then touched lightly
on the conditions existing prior to
1896 under. the high tariff policy of
the Conservative . party As in his
previous addresses here he pointed
out how trade was pa/ralyzed and the
farming industry stagnant.

“There was no market for the
farmers’ surplus stoek,” he said, ‘“‘and
when the home market was supplied
the surplus product wids a drug on
the market.” A word picture of
closéd facteries, with windows board-
ed up; of mechanics Wgrking half-
time on the lowest wages cver paid
in Canada, and of a cofntry at . a
standstill was drawn Wwith telling
effect. 4

“Canada steod at the cross roads
then,” said Mr. Marshall, “and it was
a dark night. It was the blackest
night Canada had ever seen, and
when in 1896 they were asked to
choose again the people said we
know this old path of quagmires and
sloughs, and there is another road
now. It is trne we can’t see very
far along it, but it éan’t be worse than
this one, so they took it. They had
not travelled very far along the road
before the light began to break, and
they have been- travelling . along it
now for over a decade, and it .is a
road of commercial prosperity and de-
velopment under Libecral administra-
tion.”

The Liberals’ Platform,

The speaker outiined the policy
followed by the Liberal government
to attain this desirable state of affairs.
He took up thei granting of a British
preferential tariff in order to provide
a market for the surplus product of
the Canadian farmers, followed by
the inauguration of an jmmigration
policy that had filled up and colonized
the western provinces, and the smash-
ing of a railway monopoly in order
to provide the farmers with trams-
poriaticn for their products.

“Three things are wanted to build
up a country,” he said, ‘“and these
three things are men; moéney and
markets. Without them no country
can prosper, and it was beecause the
Tiberal government under Sir Wilfrid
Laurier provided the market, found
the men, and ih this manner brought
money into the country, that the re-
markable changes that have . taken
place have come-about.”

He also pointed out that instead of
now being closed down the factories
that previous to 1896 were boarded
up were now running full time, and
that they had increased their capa-
cities three and four times over, all as
a result of the progressive policy of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the Liberal

I am as loyal as my |

necessary to earry around a little flag |
and wave it at every man 1 meet to

Mr. Van Wart’'s remarks were very |

|

party.

“They were the first to find the
British market and prosperity fol-
lower,” ‘-He s2id, ‘“and now by smash-
ing down the tariff wall between Can-
ada .and:the Uniteq States they will
get another markst for the farmers
here now ang the 100,000 to follow

had a Conservative representative at}

\
From this’ Mr. ‘Marghall ‘plunged
straight -into the quest of recipro- !
the Liberal rule in |
“I don’t belieye theré is another act |

government Canada has ever had that |

] and develop this western country as
soon gs the reciprocity pact goes into
{ force,”

Opposition to Pact.

Taking up the opposition being
made against the pact, Mr. Marshall
ist:ited that when the question_ of
.Briti§h preferential tariff was before
the people Sir Charles Tupper stood
up and said that he could almost
hear the sorrowfu]l wail of the dying
industries of Canada, but that instead
of dying these same industries had
‘built up, had enlarged their factories
and built more factories, and were
now employing more men and paying
them petter wages than they ever did
before.

Taking up the annexation argu-
ment against reciprocity, he said - it
was the cheapest argument of them
all. )
“If dealing with the United States
is going to annex us, then we are an-
nexed now,” he said. “Last year we
bought $95,000,000 worth of goods
from Great Britain and $98,000,000
United sStates we bought $223,000,-
000. -During the same perlod $23,-
000,000 worth of free goods came in
from GGreat Britain and- $98,000,000
from the United States, and yet no-
body’s loyalty seems to b affected.”

‘“We did have a policy of annexa-
tion prior to 1896,” he declared. It
was-a high tariff that palayzed the
country and drove one million native
born Canadians across the line into
the United States to make their liv-
ing there, but we have got a new an-
nexation policy now and it is bring-
ing those men back again to Carada,
and with them hundreds of thou-
sands of American farmers and their
families, anxious to settle on Cana-
dian tarms and become good Cana-
dian citizens, happy,- prosperous and
contented under the British flag and
the British constitution.”

The cry that the natural resqurces
would be glutted by reciprocity was
also ' decried by Mr. Marshall, who
said that coal was of mo use hid in
the mountains ,or farm lands left un-
cultivated. :

Development Needed.

“What we want is people who will
develop the coal industry and take the
coal and sell it in the foreign mar-
ket, bringing back to Canada the
goods and gold that will ‘help to
make this country prosperous,” he
said. «We don’t want to be told that
we should not develop our natural
resources, but that we should be con-
tent to suffer adversity, as:a little
prosperity might hurt us.”

Taking up Mr. Bennett's remark
at his first meeting that the farmers
of the west should not think of the
financial' advantages of = reciprocity,
Mr. Marshall said that it was a fine
thing for a $100 a day . corporatjon
lawyer to tell the struggling home-
steader that he should suffer ad-
versity because it was good for him,
and a little prospertly might hurt his
loyalty.

“That’'s what it amounts to,” he
said, vehemently. “The farmer is
being told he should deny himself the
best markets for fear that the pros-
perity he would share might hurt his
loyalty. Mr. Bennett admits right
there that reciprocity will bring pros-
perity. We don’t have to’ prove it.
He warned the people against Ameri-
cgn - gold and American dollars. He
admits that reciprocity will come
here, but he asks the farmer to suffer
a little adversity and warns him
against prosperity.”

Reciprocity’s Object.

Time and time again Mr. Marshall
pointed out that the sole object of
reciproeity was to give a better mar-
ket to the Canadian producer, and to
give him a choice of the home mar-
ket, the British market and the
United States market, so that he
could market his products in any one
of these three that the highest prices
| prevaile@ at the time.
| As in his previous addresses here
} Mr. Marshall showed that the exports
of the United States were falling off,
}ﬂnd gave a full answer to the state-
| ment of the Conservative campaign
| orators that the agreement would

only open to Canadians a market with

a country that is already exporting
| the same products ' that Canadians
| wanted to ship there.

{ “The opposition is telling us that
{ last year the United States exported
|'$12,000,000 worth of cattle,”’ he said,
| *but they do not tell us that four
| years ago that country exported $42,-
{ 000,000 worth, and that in less than
| three years they will be importing
iheof. and will look to Canada and
| Canadian farmers to supply them.
\“The same is true of wheat, the ex-
| port of which from the United States

{*has fallen off 50 per cent. in the pas.

few years.”

The tariff commission plank in the
Conservative platform was also criti-
cized by Mr. Marshall, who said that
it was getti ck to the true Tory
autocracy doctrine, and taking away
the duties'of responsible government,

In conclusio:: nir. Marshall stated
that Mr. Van Wart was the prosperity |
candidate and that his oppcnent was
the adversity candidate. i

“That is what it is,” he said, “and
if we want a fight on this issue of
prosperity and adversity, I do not fear
the result in this or any other city in
Canada.”

He pointed out also that through a
mistake in the Payne-Aldrich tariff bill
cream-had been admitted inte the
United States from Canada with a duty
of only five cents per gallon, instead ofr
five cents per 1b. as intended, and that
while the bill had only been in force a
tew short months, already $1,5600,000
worth of Ontario cream had been ship-
ped intc the United States market at
good prices,

“And yet they say there is no mar-
ket,” he said, ‘‘and they say that
shipping goods into the United States
will breed disloyalty. I have not
heard that any of the Ontario farmers
wives have been caugat hanging the
Stars and Stripes on the clothes line
cr whistling Yankee-Doodle while they
milked the cows since they have been
shipping their cream into the States
and getting a better price for it than
they did before when they were forced
to sell in the home market.”

The opposition of the millers and
canners of Canada against the pro-
posed reciprocity treaty was also ex-
plained by the speaker as in his pre-
vious meetings, and Mr. Marshall then
took up the loyalty cry.

“They say that our loyalty is liable
to be affected by trade with the United
States,”” he cried. “Let them speak
for themselves. They know the brand
of loyalty that is in their own breasts,
and they know whether they can be
bought by American gold, but I speak
for the Liberal party, and the Liberal
party has a brand of loyalty that can't
be bought and can’t be beaten. There
is nothing t¢ this ery of disloyalty or
annexation. I yield in my loyalty to no
man, bcth to the Canadian institution
and British constitution, but thefe 18
another .thing, and that is, while we
sing '‘God ‘Save the King,” we'll nat
forget the people.”

As Mr. Marshall sat down he was
cheered again and again. Men in the
back of the hall stamped and stood up;
the gallery was a tossing mass of
waving hats and handkerchiefs, and all
over the packed hall wild enthusiasm
reigned supreme. It was some time be-
fore the chairman cculd obtain order,
and when this was possible he intro-
duced Premier Sifton, who was also
given a most enthusiastic reception.

Premier Sifton’s Speech,

Premier Sifton spoke as follcws:—
VMr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen,—
You will not have to wait long this
evening to listen to remarks from me.
We have had the pleasure of listening
to the candidate far the district of Cal-
gary in this election and to Hon. Dun-
san Marshall. These gentlemen have
explained their views and the views of
the Liberal party in this election. It
will not, therefore, be necessary for me
to detain you very long with anything
that I may have tc say this evening
ir regard to the matters that have
been so ably dealt with.

A Comparison,

I am pleased to be again in the city
of Calgary for the purpose of uniting
with you in doing honcr to the candi-
date whom you have chosen to bear
the standard of the Liberal party and
whom I have no doubt you will send
as your representative to the parlia-
ment of the Dominion of Canada. I
am glad to be here for the purpose of
saying a few words, not to the pecple
who were here during the days when
this country was under the Conserva-
tive administration; not to the four
thousand people whoi in 1906 gave the
majority unfavorable to the Liberal
candidate, because the people of those
days know well what they had to put
up with in those days that are gone
by, but I am pleased to: be here to
Spea‘( a word to the larger population
of the present who are helping to make
this nation great and who are building
up a city of which we are all proud.
It was not necessary in the. days to
which I have referred to hunt for a
committee room for the purpose of an
election, as it has been necessary re-
cently to do, fcr almost every second
building in those days could have been
secured, almost without paying any
rent, along Eighth avenue. You could
have found one-third of the hcuses in
this city vacant at the time of that
election. This city had b%n prosper-
ous but its prosperity had gone dcwn.
The Alexander corner, that splendid
monument at that time to the invest-
ment of English capital, had been
sworn not to return more than two
per cent. ta its owner. What do you
suppose-it is returning today to its
owner? (Applause.)

A Change in Conditions,

The four thousand people who were
here then and who gave the majority
to the Conservative candidate, are to-
day mcre than forty thousand, simply
because of the change of government
that took place at that time in 1896.
We had just the same climate, just the
same natural resources, we had an en-
ergetic people who came here for the
purpose of assisting themselves and
improving their conditions, but they
did. not have the conditions nor . the
benefit of the conditions "that have
since been created by the government
of the Liberal party. They did not
have the advantage of the conditions
that have since been brought about by
the splendid achievement cf the Lib-
eral administration. And Mr. Chair-
man, ladies and gentlemen, if there is
nothing else that the city of Calgary
should do, it should return thanks up-
on the 21st day of September next-for
the forty thcusand and more people
who have been brought here by the
policy of the Liberal Government.
These people have been brought here
and this great city has come into its
present prceperity solely as the result
of the work of the Liberal government
in making this country fit to live in,
and in making it a place where a man
could make money. (Applause.)

from the perseverance, energy and
avility of the people who have made
ttus great eity, but notwithstanding
this abﬂity{and energy, if they had
not been ussisted by tune wise policy of
the Liberal party in enccuraging rail-
road development, and in widening the
markeéts ‘dnd assisting the home-
steaders, they would not have been
able to build up this city of which we
I AIberita are ali prouu- LAPPiAUst. )
Keciprocity's Advantages,

I am not gcing to talk at any length
upon the desirapility of reciprocity.
1 urmiy believe that this measure - is
onednat is in the interests of the en-
tire people of the Dominion cr 1 couid
not support it. It is in the interest
o1 the people of this great country
ithat there shculd be freer trade and
wider markets. Anything that is for
the general benefit of the agricultural
interests must also be in the interesis
of the people generally. There are
many things dealt with in this tariff
arrangement; many things free in ex-
change in regarq to the various pro-
vinces so that all the provinces are
beneficially affected, but there are twc
or three in which we in this western
counwry are especially interested. We
have the best cattle on the face of the
earth, and the best country in which
to raise themn. We have the best soil
and climaté in the world for the rais-
ing of wheat, and alcng the slopes ot
the Rocky Mountains we have inex-
haustible supplies of steam and cook-
ing coal that is requirad over the bor-
der in the neighboring ccuntry of Am-
erica for the immense smeiting indus-
tries of that country.. And we are told
that it should remaingthere for hun-
dreds of years longer sooner than sell
it to our enemies across the line and
ruin the feelings of the people of this
country by bringing acrass the line the
American money received in exchange
for these commodities. But I think
that the people who are investing their
money in these mines, and the trades-
men who are supplying the miners
with what they need will agree that
anything that will build up this.coun-
try and make open markets for the
sale and exchange of our natural
commodities is a benefit to the country
at large, and cannot be otherwise than
a beneéfit. I am not going tc. detain
you with figuring out the prices on
various products. It is not recessary
to show that wheat is dearer at cne
time than at another, and the same
with cattle. We all know that this
is so. The question is one that re-
solves itself broadly into this: What
is desirable for the people of this
country and what is for the good of
the greatest number of the citizens
of this Dominion? Why can it Dbe
other than a benefit to this country
to have wider markets so long as
they will still be free to sell in any
market that is to their advantage?
(Applause). If it is desirable for the
tarmer to sell in the home market,
in the British market, or in the
market acrcss the line, why should
he not be free to do the best he can
for himself and for his family? An

"additional market cannot be anything

but a benefit if it can be given to
him, as it will be given by the efforts
of the Liberal party of ‘this country, if
the present government is again
returned to power.

A Progressive Policy.

Yet'we are told that the policy of
the Liberal party is going ta bring
.his country to destruction because
we - have aaopted this attrocious
policy. Although some af you may
nave read in the newspapers that
Sir John A. Macdonald, that eminent
chieftain of the Conservative party,
was never favorable to reciprocity,
nce  were his lieutenants after his
lamentable death, I thought I would
bring to you tonight the statutes of
the Deminion of Canada where the
record appears entirely ta the con-
trary, and wherein it is proved that
these statesmen did favor the very
same kind of measure that 'is now
before' this country in this present
election. I thought I would show you
the clause where he put himsgelf and
his followers on record in 1879, the
same session in which he Introduced
the national pclicy. You will find it on
record as Sec. 6, Chap. 15, of 42 Vic-
toria, and it reads, in substance, as
follows:

“Any or all of the following articles,
that is tc say: Animals of all kinds,
hay, straw, bran, seeds of all kinds,
vegetables, including potatoes and
other roots; plants, trees, and shrubs;
coal, coke, salt, hops, wheat, peas,
beans, barley, rye, oats, Indian corn,
buckwheat and all otner graimns; flour
of wheat: and flour of rye, Indian
meal and oatmeal, and flour of meal
of any cther grain; butter, fish, lard,
tallow, lumber, may be imported into
Canada upon prgclamation of the gov-
ernor-in-ccuncil whenever it appears
to his satisfaction that similar articles
from Canada may be imported into
the United States free of duty.

Anent Flag-waving,

We are now told by the Conserva-
tives that the Liberal government
are traitors to the Empire because
they are making just such an agree-
ment as this with the United States.
We are charged with submitting and
making our legislation subservient tc
that of. the United States. They are
crying down the very thing which
their own leaders have stood fcr for
years ,the record of which I have
just  read to you. Yet when the
Liberal party offers to give these
very advantages to the pecple of the
country they are traitors to the Em-
pire. They forget entirely that this
is their own policy, and favored the
vears by their own leaders. For giv-
ing efféft ta this great priuciple of
reciprocity the Liberals are traitors,
while the Conservatives are the only
people who are building the Empire,
waving the flag and bringing the Em-
pire closer together. They are sole ex-
ponents of loyalty and unity in the
Empire. The reason why we want
more markets in this country for the
produce of this country is not because
of the few cents mare that we may get
for our wheat, but that we may en-
courage more people to come to this
country. We want cpen markets for
the purpose of drawing more people to
Alberta and we want more population

1 am pot wishing to detract gne jota

(Continued on Page §ix.)
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