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_ Sessional Notes.

The fourth session of the thirty-
fourth general Assembly of this
Province was openedjon Thursday
last, by his Honor Lieutenant
Governor McIntyre. The open-
ing ceremonies were attended by
a creditable military display and
all the other formalities usual on
such occasions. ‘The attendance
of spectators, ladies and gentle-
men, was about as large as usual.

The speech, prepared by the
Government, by them placed in
his Honor’s hands and by him
read at the opening ismot & very
wonderful state paper. It is
published in another column, and
anyone who will take the trouble
to peruse it must certainly be
convinced that it is much more
remarkable for what it omits
than for what it contains. The
notion used to prevail that the
speech with which the Chief Ex-
ecutive opened the Legislative
gession would, or should, fore-
shadow at least some legislation
to be introduced during the en-
suing session ; but in this case not
one single atom of legislation
is anticipated.

It makes several general state-
ments relative to things that
have happened or might happen
some time in the future:. at
Ottawa or Westminster; but is
absolutely silent a3 to any action
the Government may take in the
direction of legislating for the
advantage of our Province. The
decision of the Supreme Court re-
lative to our representation in the
Federal Parliament is a matter of
which all have heard before. The
question of the fishery award is
also somewhat of a chestnut, and
the statement that the redistribu-
tion of subsidies to the Provinces
is receiving the attention of the
Federal Government is denied by
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. The matter
of consolidating some schools in
accordance with the scheme in-
augurated by Sir William C. Me-
Donaid and by means of a fund
supplied by him, seems to be a
matter altogether outside the
Government operations. The usual
stereotyped statement, that the
estimates are likely to be framed
with due regard to economy, is
made. The practice of the Gov-

always fallen far short of the
theory put forth in this phrase,
and we scarcely expect to see any
change while the present party
are allowed to manage our Pro-
vincial affairs. So far as indicat-
ing any practical legislation by
the Government is concerned, the
speech is as bald and pointless as
a patent medicine advertisement.

There was no business done in
the House on Monday or Tuesday.
A number of the members were
absent taking part in the election
campaign in the Cardigan district.
On Mondusy the House met and a
quorum not being present, count-
ed out. There will be a meeting
to day and it is expected the de-
bate on ‘the address in answer to
the Lieutenant Governor’s speeeh
will be commenced, unless the
Government feel so badly over the
election of Mr. Kelly in the Cardi-
gan district yesterday, that they
will adjourn the House till after
Easter.

MONDAY was declaration day
for the second electoral district of
King's County., The high Sheriff
opened his court at ten o’clock,
and after addicg up the figures
in the different poll books and
adding the special votes polled at
Gharlottetown announced the fol-
lowing official result of the poll-
ing : Kickham 280 ; McIsaac 360,
majority for McIsaac 80. Follow-
ing are the figures from the
different polls and the specials,
together with the figures of the
general election of 1900 :
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26 41 St Andrew’s 38 38
30 45 Peake’s Station 46 30
58 67 Lot 40 95 34
46 66 Marie 50 59
43 48 St. Peter’s Bay South 31 30
37 39 St. Peter's Bay North 45 30
50 40 Monticello 51 47
22 13 Bpecials [ ] % 3
315 350 360 280

Majority for McIsaac at By-Election, 80

Majority for McLaughlin at General
Election,

Gain for Liberal-Conservatives, 124

Another Conservative
Victory.

“fhe sturdy yeomanry of the Cardi-

St. Peters a week ago, when they
snowed the
under by a majority of 8o votes had

Government candidate

a good effect on the electors of Cardi-
gan and stimulated them to greater
efforts to roll upa handsome major-
ity for Mr. Kelly. The Goverament
chagrined at the loss of St Peter's
made a desperate effort to capture
Cardigan. They availed themselves
of all the resources at their command
and employed all manner of * human
devices,” in the hope of electing their
mao; but all their, blandishments
failed and the independent and
sturdy electors spurned their tempta—
tions and placed themselves on re-
cord in opposition to mal administra-
tion, extravagance and corruption.
The day was fine and a large vote was
polled, practicelly the same vote as at
the general election in 1g9oo. We
congratulate Mr. Kelly on his elec-
tion with such a handsome majority,
and we congratulate Mr. Mathieson,
Leader of the Opposition, on his
second splendid victory in the by
elections, Following  is the state-
ment of the vote polled yesterday,
together with the vote of the general
election in 1900:
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Baldwin’s Road...81 46 24 56
Victoria Cross......34 36 31 44
Cardigan..... . e | 45 28 '35
Lorne Valley.......63 65 66 57
Roseneath.....cceesee. 31 35 38 36
Montague Bridee...49 32 40 32
Dundas cceeee verennee 72 70 33 61
33 20 28
19 — —_
Glenfanning.....coee—  — 32 8
328 381 307 380
Msjority for Jas. E. McDonald, 1900—53
MAJORITY FOR KELLY, 73.

Our Ottawa Letter.

THE WEEK IN PARLIAMENT,

The proceedings of Parliament
during the week was enlivened
by a most spirited debate on the
address in reply to the speech
from the Throne. The Opposi-
tion took advantage of the - first
opportunity afforded them to
criticise many peculiar transac-
tions of the administration.
Excellent speeches condem-
natory of the government’s policy
were made by Mr. R. L. Borden,
leader of the opposition, Hon.
John G. Haggart, Mr. W. F. Mac-
lean, Mr. W. H. Bennett, Mr. T.
Chase Casgrain, Mr. E. D. Smith,
Mr. Jabel Robinson, Mr. W. D.
Northrap and Dr. Daniel.

The appointment of Hon. A.
G. Blair to the Chairmanship of
the Railway Commission, after he
had been accused by members of
the cabinet of conduct unworthy
of a person aspiring to such a
high judicial position’ was de-
nounced in unmeasured terms,

A straight charge was made,
supporfed by a signed agreement,
against A. J. S. Copp, Liberal
member for Digby, N. S, who
undertook to secure the comple-
tion by the government of harbor
improvements at Digby, in return
for $5,000. The government did
not even.reply to the allegation,
which should be investigated at
once:

The failure of the
tration to give consideration to
many questions which Sir Wilfrid
Laurier has repeatedly promised
fo deal with was also made a sub-
ject of general comment.

Main estimates for 1904-05
calling for a vote of $62,935,338,
an increase of $5,825,364 as com-
pared with 1903-04, were sub-
mitted to the Commons.

A bill to amend the Militia
Act was introduced. Many im-
portant changes will follow its
adoption.

Mr. Henri Bourassa, Libera
member for Labelle, objected to
the Union Jack being flown from
the Parliament buildings.

adminis-

LIBERALS STILL HOLD TO CORRUP-
TION.
The Conservative party has
made another effort to have plac-
ed on the statute books of Can-
ada, laws which will serve to
suppress the disgraceful election
crimes which have been so per-
sistently and systematically em-
ployed by the Liberal party for
years past.,/ Mr. R. L. Borden
took the earliest opportunity to
impress upon ‘the Premier the
importance of taking some such
step, but Sir Wilfrid Laurier did
not take the trouble to reply to
the appeal for purer elections,
although he referred at length to
watters of minor importance,
Last year, the Premier gave a
solemn pledge that the question
would be given serivus consider-

4] Bti0D, but at the end of the ses-

sion of 1903, a bill to provide for
the punishment of election thugs
was ignominiously kieked out of
Parliament by the government.
No legislation is more necessary
than that by which elections in

gan disrict did themselves credit|this country can be purified. But( Mr, Blair, was regarded as & strong ! in gesce,

mised co-operation, of the opposi-
tion to assist it, positively declines
to take a step which would at
once remove from its command
an instrument employed on every
possible occasion. Canadians, who
hoped to see some definite action
in the direction indicated by the
Conservative leader, will be sore-
ly disappointed at the lethargy
displayed by the government.
With corruption of the worst type
manifesting itself on every side,
it will now become the duty of
Independent voters to join forces
with the Conservative party in
carrying this issue to a successful
conclusion.

BOODLING CONDONED BY GOVERN-
MENT.

The suddenness with which
some members of the Laurier
government have risen from pov-
erty to immense wealth has been
freely discussed in the Canadian
press. Hon. Clifford Sifton is
perhaps the richest man in the
administration to-day—although
in 1896 he was saddled with judg-
ments for large sums held by the
city of Winnipeg. It will not be
a matter for surprise, therefore,
that a Liberal member of Parlia-
ment, A. J. S. Copp, of Digby,
has endeavored to use his position
as a means of increasing his for-
tune. - On November 29th, 1902,
this representative (?) of the
people entered into an agreement
with the town of Digby to secure
a government grant for the pur-
pose of improving the harbor of
that town. Mr. Copp was paid
$500 cash for his services and
was to receive $4,500 more on
the completion of the work. A
copy of the document by which
the bargain was legally bound,
duly signed by Digby’s mayor
and town clerk and Mr. Copp,
was submitted to Parliament and
Sir Wilfrid Laurier was acked to
take steps to investigate the
charge and take action against
his supporter. The Premier did
not even condescend to reply and
was satistied with a personal ex-
planation of the affair by Mr.
Copp. The people of Digby, who
are Mr. Copp’s own constituents,
were evidently of the opinion that
in order to get the government to
act somebody must be bribed.
They accordingly agreed to tax
themselves to the tune of $5,000
for the purpose of greasing official
palms. The exposure is one which
disgraces Canadian public life.
The action of the government in
winking at the transaction makes
the scandal infinitely worse. Evi-
dently corruption in the Liberal
camp is worse than has been sus-
pected.

LAURIER MAKES ANOTHFER SAHRP

TURN.

During the dying days of the
last session Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
in a lofty oratorical flight, declar-
ed that the time had come for
Canada to demand a fuller mea-
sure of independence at the hands
of Great Britain. The Premier
was smarting under the disap-
pointing outcome of the Alaskan
Boundary award, and endeavoréd
to draw a herring across the
trail, and cover up the gross neg-
lect on the part of the government
by which Canada’s interests were
sacrificed. During the recess the
Premier in addressess and inter-
views reiterated his belief that
Canada should be given full power
to negotiate all her treaties, inde
pendent of the Motherland, whose
army and navy are the guarantees
that the lives and property of
Canadians will be respected the
world over. The leader of the
Conservative party joined issue
with the Premier, and on the firrt
day on which he was afforded an
opportunity to explain his posi-
tion, Sir Wilfrid Laurier swallow-
ed himself and declared that his
previous utterances had been mis-
interpreted. He does not now
want to throw over Great Britain,
and is only desirous “ of taking
the initiative, of carrying on the
negotistions, and of being respon-
sible.” Great Britain has never
denied that rignt to Canada. so
that again the Premier is caught
redhanded trying to crawl out of
a hole, into which he tumbled
himself to suit the political ex-
igencies of the moment, Canada
is getting tired of Sir Wilfrid’s
habit of turning sharp corners,
and Canadians will not thank him
for retiring from a position from
which he was forced by public
opinion.

AN INDEFENSIBLE APPOINTMENT.

Hon. A. G. Blair, ex-Minister of Rail-
ways, rather than swallow the Grand
Trunk Pacific deal, resigned from the
Liaurier ministry, and in a speech
which raked his party fore and aft,
accused the government of plodging
public funds in an improper way.

Mr. Blair, in tarn, was blackened by
prominent ¢abinet ministers and their

followers, and had impgted to himg un-
worthy motives in opposing the G. T. P.

yesterday by electing Mr. Patrick | the Liberal party, with the pro-|manin New Brunswick and as a general
Kelly the Conservative by a majority
of 73 votes,

election was impending, he was offered
the Chairmanship of the Railway Com-
mission, with a salary of $10,000 per
year. The offer was accepted and Mr
Blair is safely housed for the time
being The bargain is the worst tra-
vesty on political morality in the ex-
perience of Canada. Mr. Blair stands
to-day whare he stood months ago in
his attitnde towarde the government’s
railway policy. He bas not retracted
one syllable of his serious allegations.
Neither -has he received a retraction
from members of the Laurier cabinet,
who used most damaging language in
describing the conduct of the ex-
minister. Yet in the faca of undenied
charges that Mr. Blair was a boodler
and even worse, Sir. Wilfrid Laurier
gave Mr. Blair one of the most impor-
tavt appointments at his disposal.

The attention of the government was
called to the disgraceful arrangement.
Bat Sir. Wilfrld Laarier pronounced it
4 most natural course to follow—and
that in the face of Hon. Wm. Ross,
ex-Minister of Militia in the Mackenzie
government, who, sitting at the
Premier’s right hand reiterated his
belief that Mr. Blair was crooked.

Can any defsnce be offered for so
palpable a violation of tbe ordinary
decencies of public life? Sarely Sir.
Wilfrid Laurier has’ lowered himself
by defending the appointment to a high
office, of one who still stands accused,
rightly or wrongly, of conduct which
unfits him for any pablic office.

SIR. WILFRID REFUSED GOOD ADVICE.
“I can tell my Hon. friend (Mr.
Borden) that we selected Mr Blair
because we believed there was not
in Canada a better qualified and more
competent man to discharge the duties
of the office to which we have been
called.” :
In these words Sir. Wilfrid Laarier
defended the appointment of Hon. A.
G. Blair as chairman of the Railway
Commission. Mr Blair is pronounced
to be the greatest railway authority in
the country. Despite his expressed
belief in Mr. Blairs ability, Sir. Wil-
frid completely ignored this splendidly
equipped colleagne when the Grand
Trunk Pacific negotiations were being
carried on. The door was flammed in
Mr. Blair's face, ard according to the
Prime Minister himself, the most
qualified and competent railway man
in Canada was excluded from offering
his invalaable services to his country.
How was it thatsuch advice was refus-
ed? This country was involved in an
expenditure of $150,000,000, despite
the protest of the most qualified and
competent railway man in Canada.
There can be nodoubt now as to the
value of Mr. Biair's condemnation of
the Grand Trunk Pacific scheme. He
bears the highest possible certificate of
competency as a railway man from the
Premier of Canada. He has condemn-
ed the G. T. P. “stock, lock and
barrel.” With the eulogy of Mr, Blair
still warm is bis moutb, 8ir. Wilfrid
declared his intention to not only convey
the presents formerly pledged to the
Grand Trook, but to add new and vala-
able concessions to thoge already grant-
ed. Trcis is how the Liberal party con-
ducts public business. The best advice
at its command is distegarded, when it
may affect exploiters of the public
treasury.

EXTRAVAGANCE ON THE INCREASE,

The Liberals are ' still further
strengthening their claim as a more
extravagaut administration than has
been. Despite every pledge given by
the leaders of the party to Teduce the
cost of government, the ontlay required
for carrying on the business of the
country has been steadily increasing
since 1896. The main estimates for
1904-05 reach the enormous total of
$62,935,338, an increase $21,704,457 as
c-mpared with 1896-7, and an ad-
dition of $5,825,364 as compared with
1904- 04.

The frllowing table }f the main
estimates since 1896-7 shows how reck-
less the Liberal party became after
being returned to power :

189687 ...cc00ueveeee R iastveabiiess $41,230,681
1897-98..... ..e 44,607,238
......... .. 44,912,571
tosssenees . .. 45,286,550
.. 49,068,391
... 50,398,823
.. 53,361,638
ey . 57,109,974
1904 05.ccceerencaccerens meveeeneenes 62,935,338
The Liberals, by thus squandering
the money which they claimed, in days
gone by, is wrong from the people,

toms duties millions upon millions of
dollars in excess of the revenue under
Conservative rule. Any further pro-
tecion for Canadian industries is,
therefore, out of the question. In order
to collect dutiee the importation of
foreign goods must be encouraged.
The free distribution of money cuts
both ways. It first takes cash direct
from the taxpayers’ pockets, and by
opening our Markets to foreign com-
petition reduces the chances of employ-
ment on Canadian soil. Since 18987-
the main estimates show an increase
per family of over $20—something for
old line Liberals to think about.

C. M. B. A

REsSOLUTION 0of CONDOLENCE,

At a regular meeting of Brance 254,
C. M. B. A. Kensington, the following
regolution of condolence was moved
by Bro. C. E. McDonald, seconded by
Bro. T. A. Driscoll, and carried.
Whereas, Almighty God in his ig-
finite wisdom bas called to her happy
reward Mrs. Richard Ready, mother
of our worthy Bro.James A. Ready.
Reeolyed, that we the members of
Branch 254, extend to Bro, Ready
our sincere sympathy in his severe
loss. Also.

Resolved, shat a copy ba sent to Bro,
Ready and also to the Canadian and
Island papers for publication.

E. G. Guus, M. D, President.
T. A. DrisooLr, Rec. Secy.

In this city, on Saturday, the 26th
inst., Ronsld Currie, aged 73 years
May his soul rest in peace.

In this ecity, on Sunday, the 27th
inst., Angue McDonald, City Councitlor,
aged 50 years, leaving to mourn a dig.
consolate widow, five sons apd one
danghter. Hias father, the late Gabriel
McDonseld, who had ‘for msny' years
lived with him, died there, as” wi||
be remembered, only about three weeks'|
8go, aged 79 years.

have made it necessary to raise by cus-|.

News of the War.
8t. Petersburg, March 23—The Emperor
has received the following telegram from
Viceroy Alexieft that Lieut. (General
Storssel reports at midnight on March 21st
the Japanese torpedo boats were discover-
ed by our search lights. Our guardshipe
and forty batteries opened fire upon them,
the firiug lasting tweaty minutes. At
four o’clock in the morning four of the
enemy’s ships appeared from the South
followed by the whole squadron of elevan
ships and eight torpedo boats. Qur
spuadron lefs the roadstead to meet the
enemy. At nine the enemy’s battleships
opened fire on Liso Tishing after which
they took up a position behind a rocky
‘eminence of Liao Tishing, and bombarded
Port Arthur. Viceroy Alerieff adds:—
Awaiting for details.

London, March 23.—The only particu-
lars of the seventh Japanese attack on
Port Arthur, are contained in Admira)
Alexieff's despatch to the Czar. Nothing
more hag been heard of ramors of a com-
bined land and sea assanlt, A New
Chwang corresponient says that in the
bombardment of March 17th which ' lasted
four hours two Russian guns were disabled
and fifty persons killed.

London, March 24 —If news paper
despatches are reliable advances of the
Japanese army north may be expected
soon. A Nagasaki correspondent of the
Mail says that the cemsorship allows him
to state that the War Department have
completed all the details for the move-
ment of the muin columuns for the invasion
of Manchuris. Itis stated that a great
force has been massed for the advance on
Harbin starting from the mouth of the
Tumen River below Possier Bay. Heavy
columns have alsojbeen concentrated north
of Pung Yang for an offensive move on
the Talu River. A Tokio correspondent
of the Mail says operations will advance
on the Malu River and a correspondeut
of the Telegraph at Chenamppo predicts
that the censorship will be relaxed early
in April which may be interpreted as con-
firming reports of the impending forward
movement. A correspondent of the Tele-
graph cabling from Chefoo gives farther
account of the Japanese preparations. He
says that he went on a steamer from
Chenamppo, March 13, and fonnd every
landing place on the Northern Coast of
Korea appropriated by Japanese in readi-
ness for breaking up of ice. The Com-
missariat department has been very
active throughout the country buying and
storing rice and other supplies, but the
great poverty of the Koreans and short-
ness of food makes work difficult. There
are ouly means for supporting 90,000 men
in Corea. To increase the number would
entail great diffinlty.

London, March 25—The rumor that the
Jape succeeded in blockading ‘the entrance
to Port Arthur receives confirmation from
Tokio in a despatoh to the Telegraph
which says that the Japs renewed the
attempt to block the entrance on the
night of March 22. Sixteen warships
escorted seven merchant steamers to the
mouth of the harbor. Under cover of
bombardment the steamers ran in and
were sunk by their crews in the desired
positions. The despatch adds that the
details were not received, but it is ex-
pected that the official report will be
issued “shortly. Fully three thousand
Japanese officers and seamen volunteered
to man the steamers. The forgoing is
not supported from any official source.- A
Chee Foo correspondent of the Mail ends
the narrative of a captain of a Chinese
Junk that was chartered by the Japanese
to visit Port Arthur. He says he landed
at Funglason near Port Arthur on March
10th. and walked on to Port Arthur where
ke rrrived next day and found prices of
provisions excessive and was convinced
that there will be starvation in the event
of a siege. The troops are in good con-
dition but inexpert, the marksmen being
inferior to even the Chinese. Embolden-
ed by what they had seen the natives are
growing restive and eager tor independ-
ence. Eight battieships and cruisers and
ten destroyers have not been injured.
They often issue from the harbor but
never from the forts. In the inside en-
trance are a number of damaged ships.
There is a boom across the entrance which
is alive with mines.

St. Petersburg, March 22.—The follow-
ing despatch has been received from Vice-
roy Alexieff, dated Mukden, March 22 :

“‘ General Mistchenkow reports that on
March 17th, our scout approached Auju,
and observed on the left bank of the
Cheng Cheng River, opposite Auju, en-
trenchments made by the enemy. Up to
that date the enemy had not appeared at
Yong Pyon (15 miles northeast of Apjun.)
It is supposed that there is one Japanese
division at Aoju and that the remainder
of the first army corps is at Ping Yang.

** In consequencs of the report that two
squadroas of the enemy had arrived at
Pak Chon (15 miles northwest of Auju)
200 of our cavalry were dispatched for
the purpose of preventing the enemy from
crossing the Pak Chos River, Our cavalry
found three Japanese squadrons on the
left bank of the river, but they withdraw
towards Anju on thearrival of our detach-
ment, without fighting. The Japanese
squadrons number about 190 each.

““On the night of March 19 two des-
patch riders encountered a Japanese
patrol between Kasan (sbout 50 miles
worth by west of Ping Yang) and Chienchu
(about 12 miles north of Kasan.) The
gatrol opened fire, but our despatch riders
escaped unhurt.

¢ According to a report 3,000 of the

enemy’s cavalry occupied Yong Pyon
March 19 and material for pontoon bridges
has been placed in readineas north and
south of Anju.”
Tokio, March 26 —The
among those who are well informed as
to the sitnation is that land ifighting is
immediately impending. The censor con-
tinues te withhold all news of the move
ments of the army and fleet.

St. Petersburg, March 26 —General
Linevites has telegraphed that there is
no sickness among the Russian troops.
All'are in splendid health. Spring weather
prevails in Manchuria. A detachment
of police has gone to Mukden and Vladi-
vostok and several addijtional trains of
ammunition are on the way to .the same
place.

Bhanghal, Maroh 24.—The Russian
Consul General when interviewed concern-
ing the report that Russia will bring pres-
sure to bear on Caina to assist in patrol-
ling Manchuria and suppressing brigand-
age said he could neither deny nor affirm
the report.

Seoul, March 24.—The Japsnese have
stopped Brigadier General Henry T,
Allan, formerly chief ef the Philippines
constabulary, and now a TUnited State
mpilitary ebservor witl; the Iagnnese
army in Ping Yang, requesting him not
to proceed nearer their'outposts. =~ |

conviction

) ! stot across the bows of the despatch
A despatch from Moscow says that alto- [ boat, the other crossed her course.

purposes. The British colony is sending |
to the seat of war a field hospital with
fifty beds.

Chee Foo, Murch‘ 28—Thres o’clock
on Sunday another attempt was made
by the Japaneee to block the entrance
to Port Arthur and botile up the
Raussian flaet by the sinking of four
stone laden steamers in the entrance.
They were convoyed by eight torpedo
boats as the Japanese flast congisting
of sixteen ships were near Port Arthur.
They were soon discovered by the
Raussian torpedo boats acting as scouts.
When the four steamers approached
the harbour they were sunk by the
gans of the forts and the Russian ships
lying in the outer harbour, which
opened a terrific fire. The Japanese
fleet remained oft Port Arthur till
daylight, when the Russian fleet weigh-
ed anchor and sailed ont of the har-
bour. The fate of tha crews on the
steamers is unknown. Since the arrival
of*Admiral Makaroff the Rassian flset
has been more active.

London, March 28—A despatch from
8t. Petersburg, says there are about
60.000 Japanese troops at Ping Yang
and 15,000 at Angu and north of tha'
place to Pakihon. From Gen: Mist-
cheko’s report it may be gathered that
the army now advancing sgaiost
Sputhern Manchuria comprises roughly
55,000 infantry, 45,000 cavalry, 3600
artillery, and 180 guns, 3000 engineers
and 3000 transport troops.

ANOTHER RUSSIAN TRAITOR.

St Petersburg, March 26.—Captain
Leontieff of the St. Petersburg artillery,
has been arrested on the charge of
selling military secrets to Japan.

Captain 1rkorff, of the Manchurian
commissariat service, who has been
arrested and is waiting train by court.
martial on the charge of having sold
information to the Japanese legation
here, has petitioned the bar, asking for
clemency on the ground that the in-
formation sold consisted ouly of un-
important details of the Russian com-
missariat service during Boxer war.

The constraction of batteries at Naw.
chwange continues to be pashed fever-
ishly and it is believed that the place
will shortly be in a condition to resist
even a determined assault by the Jap-
anesa.

Eighty-two engineers baye left for
the front for service in connection with
the erection of fortification and other
work incident to the Russian operation.

slow to believe that Japan deliberately
contemplates a violation of her pledge
to respect neatral Chinese territory, the
reports received at the ministry of war
are 8o specific that they comipsl con-
sideration. The presence of disguised
Japanese soldiers acting as spies along
the Shan-Kwan road, has been estab-
lished and Raussian agents say that
there is every indication of an intended
landing on the west coastof the Galf
of Liao Tung. The information eoa-
veyed by theee agents seems to coin-
cide with other information indicating
a complete change in the Japanese
plan of compaign or of its entrance
into a second stsge praciically involy-
ing the abandonment fof further heavy
landing of troops in Korea.

According to advices received by the
Government there are only about 70,
000 Japanese troops in Korea at pre-
seut. It is considered possible that the
Japanese reckoned on a complete mob-
ilization there much sooner, but that
the difficulties 1net with in trausport-
ing troops from Japan and over the
roads in Korea proved more serions
than expected, and that jhe Japanese
found themselves unsble to deliver a
frontel attack in Manchuria before
the Russian troops arrived in sufficient
force to check them. At any rate the
latest advices indicate that ihe Jagp-
arfese will not send many more sol-
diers into Korea. They may make a
diversion at Possiet Bsy in the direc-
tion of Viadivostok, but their main
object henceforth will be in the Gulf of
Liag Tung.

If the information received be cor-
rect the Japanese have discovered
that landing on the peninsula is too
bard a nut to crack and have elected
to land on the Chinese side, where
there will be no army to repel them.
The only two points feasible for land-
ing are Chin Wan Tao, S8han Kwan
and Kau Kaiu on the Pekin railroad.
A landing at . either place wounld give
the Japanese possession of a splendid
strategic Jline by which to strike the
Rossian flank, and, if desired to hold
Pekin in subjection,

The Russians have little faith in the
Chinese generals Ma and Mu, who
might disregard orders from Pekin
and join forces with the Japanese.

The Russian military authorities
have felt themselves compelled to con-
sider the foregoing possibility and to
take the necessary precautions. [he
international  complications which
might arise out of a Japanese landing
on neatral Chinese territory, have
also received eareful consideration, for
althouogh it is ﬂ)eciﬁeally declared that
it is not believed Japan would dare
to violate the agreement made in
response to Becretary Hay’s note, as
iwell a8 im Japan’s other professions,
there is no reason to affirm that the
Russian line of conduct in such a
contingency has already been decided
upon priociple, The assurances obtain-
ed from Pekin require that the Chinese
authorities should oppose with their
army such a step on the part of
Japan,

A high Russian official said to the
Associated Press :

“It wonld have worse consequenc:s
for other powers than Rassia if Japan
should enter neutral territory, for such
a stop would obviously be the purpose
of inveigling China into the fight.
f the Japaness could be successful in
this there wonld be an uprising
against foreigners, which would be
ten-fold greater than the Boxeraffair.
The mere possibility is pregnant with
all sorts of dangers, but we can hardly
believe that Japan will venture to
violate the neutrality of China as she
did that of Korea.”

It is learned that the Rassian
military attache at Pekin is now at
Nechwang watching the movements
of the Chinese troops.

London, March 2§.—The Cheefoo
correspondent of the Daily Mail says
that he started for Port Arthur in a
despatch boat with the intention of
interviewing Admiral Makaroff. When
within sight of the mnearest fort two
torpedo boat dasiroyers eame out of
the barbor, and while one fired a blank

May his soul regg|gether 5,500,000 rubles )about $2,750,000) Subsequently a Russian party boarded
have been subscribed there for patriotic her and desP!te the correspandeqt'y

St. Petersburg, March 26.—Although ]

offer for goods will be refused,
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STANLEY BROS

On Ladies’ Roady-to-Woear

= SKIRTS -

Only 36 left—a lot of them at HALF PRICE—the |

balance et Sixty-six cents on the dollar,

Muffs, Ruffs, Boas and Mitts at
One"Third OFfF.

25 to 50 per cent. off.
Everything in the Store

Samples Given.

i
g

Sunnyside. Phone 223.
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Slaughter Prices

ey Goods 2 Clothing

We are slaughtering all goods which we do not want,
and must turn them into cash. Dry Goods, Flannels, Cot.
tons, Ginghams, Ladies’ Underwear, Ladies’ Gloves, Furs,
Ribbons, Children's Caps, small wares, A lot of men’s cloth.
ing, overcoats, Suits, odd Pants, odd Vests, boys’ coats,
boys' suits, men’s working shirts, white and fancy shirts,
men’s hats and caps,

L

The above goods will be sold at from 25 to 50 per
cent discount. Come and get your Xmas and New Year's
goods at cheap prices.. As we purpose to devote ourselves
to the Boot and Shoe business exclusively, no reasonable

WWQ

Leaders of Low Prices.




