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loved the world that he gave his on-
1y begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth on Him should not perish, but |
have everlasting life.””

““Well,”” remarks another man, “ I
do not join the church because of the !
inconsistencies of its members. Some
proless one thing and practice an- '
other. They say Christians ought to
be kind and loving and gentle =aad
helpful to their fellow church mem-
bers. Then they demonstrate that
some of the worst fights on earth
are church fights. Thé elder who
prays the loudest in prayer meeting
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amyd Lharisuan »  Yom
were startea out amid . Udristian
prayers, and the mere fact that you
made such an excuse as you have,
. proves that the Holy Spirit ia.
mightily striving with you to-day to
' confess Christ and join the church
the Saviour founded on earth.
But there is onc answer yet to the
: question of my text. This answer
" comes from manv a troubled heart
You say to me: “Mr Talmage, I
_ do not despise the church except by
! my actions in a public way. The
‘ reason I do not join the church is
. because I have so many home duties
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’OESPISE YE THE CHU~CH OF GOD?

.

Absurd Reasovs Advanced Why Men Do |
Not Go to Church—Don’t Usderstand
Certain Parts of the Bible, Seme
Chureh Members Are Inconsistent, etc.,

M..oqoene
P m. .

eic, Brushed Away by the Simple All;
Powerful Truths of the Gospel,

¥ulered According to Aet of Parliament of Can-
ada. 1o the year 1902, by Wiliisia Baiiy, of T¢»
ronto, at the Dep't of Agpricuiure Ouawa.

Chicago, 17.—~In
course,
1t3 cause and its remedy, are
cussed by Rev. Frank De Witt
mage with characteristic vigor and
l'iu‘w‘?!‘.‘f.*.’a. The 'text is I Corinthians
ii, 22, ‘" Despise ye the church of
God?'"

While rummaging through a book-
store the other da¥ 1 purchased a
volume with this suggestive title,
“Why Men Do Not Go to Church.”
In it the author gives many blunt
staterns le asserts that in New
York alone not more than 3
per cent. of all the male population
are members of the Protestant
churc e makes this charge
New York city, with its mil-
wipon millions of dollars invest-
d hurch architecture, with its
willions of dollars every vear lavish-
ly expended for evangelistic work.
Ile makes this chargy against New
York city, which s not a heathen

claims to be not
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against
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it which
the wealtbiest but the most en-
wd city in our Christian land.
thor of that book further de-
that not more than one-half
inhabitants of this coun-
attend church. By that the
the vast majority of
seldom set foot in any
huilding, the most of
who do attend church do so
only
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With the

because

the

statements of
that book still fresh in my mind 1
would like to ask you the question
which Paul asked the nonchurchgoers
f Corinth The world needs pre-
things that the church was
to supply. It needs
to ist temptation, it
les for the guidance of life,
under affliction, sol-
bereavement and a hope of
fler All these bless-
ome by Christianity It is
re worth while inquiring what
he obstacles that keep men from
coming into the church,
‘““Well,”” Bivs one in answer
the words of my text, ““the rea-
son I despise the church of God is
hecause there are certain parts of the
Ilihle I do not understand There-
fu I will not profess to believe
vhat I cannot l’l)“!]'l‘"h"“d.” N()W,
iy friend, such a statement is sim-
iy
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plicable things in the whole universe :

are those recorded between _the lids
writ Why, there are whole
and eycles and universes of
facts in every direction yet untra-
versed and unexplained. You can-
not focus the whole heavens with one
nor span infinity with the
finite You might as well try to
puild a range of mountains from
Long Island to England by pitching
pebbles into the Atlantic ocean or
try to empty the Pacific by dipping
up the waters with a sewing girl's
thimb'le as to attempt to build up a
systenn of science or to develop a be-
lief in the Bible unless you are will-
ing to accept some things which you
canhot explain

“My voung friend,”” said an elderly
Christian gentleman to a young cols
lege st udent whom he met in the
train and whom he had overheard
making some such remark as yours—
“my young friend I thought I heard
you say in reference to the Bible that
vou would not believe anything you
conld not explain. Now, in yonder
ficlds #@re some pigs, sheep, horses
and geese, all eating grass. Can you
tell me why the same grass makes
bristles for the pigs, wool for the
sheep, hair for the horses and feath-
ers for the geese?’’ 'There are things
inuumerable in nature and all around
ns which we fail to understand, yet
we accept them without question.
You have no more right to despise
the church of God because you can-
not understand all, of the Bible than
vou have a right Mo despise electric-
ity or deep sea soundings or the
centrifugal power of specific gravity
the natural laws of growth and
decay simply because you cannot

,m;‘,u‘u:ml everything about them,
I'he mysteries of the natural sciences
piled up about us are quite as inex-
plicable as the great mystery of god-
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[iut, though may be
in the Bible which you and I

ot understand, the salient truths,
Calvary truths, the converting

; :n--‘uH simply told truths, 1
v unbiased man to read the
words of the four gospels and
blind to their meaning No

n read the story of the prodi-
and fail to realize that God
wesented by the aged father,
lis own sinful life is represented
Ly thyd =ins of the younger son, that
repentajce and peace are represented
by the return home and the divine
love und forgiveness by the ring and
the fatted calf and the father's Kiss.
Spiritual light and deeper faith will
come later. So, my brother, as you
t.olieve in God the Father, God the
con and God the Holy Ghost; as
von believe that Jesus suflfered and
#isd upon the cross for our sins, a8
vou believe ihat Christ has gone 9
heaven to prepare a dwelling place
for those who are cleansed by his
wlood you believe all that is needed
to gualify you 1o come into the
church he established onearth, This
wis the saving belief of the Philip-
to whom Paul said, “Be--

statements

pian _‘ilil"l‘},
iove on the
‘H‘u.:x <halt be saved and thy house.”
A ‘minn i& not necessarily barred from
the chirch of Jesus Christ hecavse
he does not fully understand all the
Bible. He is received and welcomed
Lecause he Dbelieves that “God so

+

the decline of church going, !
4 BOS. j some of the very best men in every

Tal- }

} wokrld like to ask you a question.
| you were stranded gs a young wo-

Lord Jesus Christ and )i

! spect
Christ

' flaxen

{ master pronounce the eulog

| teacher ging a song?

t over her
'

| are no

may be the farmer who never comes
out second best in a horse trade, and
the gossip of the sewing society is
just as merciless as the gossip at the
club or in a ballroom. As long as
the church is filled with hypoecrites 1
do not want to join it.”"

Stop, my brother! ‘- You know that

comiunity are members of the differ-
ent Christian churches. You know,

| as well as I know, that though some

of the church members may be hypo-
crites the vast majority are men and
women who have banded thenmselves
together for the purpose of prayver
and communion with Ged and of try-
ing to make their fellowship better
am®@¥urer and truer and more Christ-
like. There are thousands and tens
of thousands of church members who
more hypocrites than your
Christian father and mother, who
were also members of a Christian
church, were hypocrites.

To demonstrate how much you re-
aHy respect the Christian church,
though you may not know it, I

man in a distant city, without mon-

e — A ———— - —_— ————
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cy or friends, to whom would you go |

for help? To the saloon keeper?
the rich brewer? No, no!
doubt you would go straight to some
Christian minister’'s home. You
would go to him, just as many
young men and women have come to
me, and-you would say, ‘“My father
and mother are members of Dr. So-
and-so's church, in such and such a
town. 1 have no monev. 1 want to
get home. Will you help 1e?”  To
have you realize how mu:<ii you re-
the church of the Lord Jesus
I would picture you stranded
as a shipwrecked sailor upon a
strange coast. What 'weuld you most
prefer to see—a fortress, a king's pal-
ace, an army encampment or the
steeple of a Christian church? You

| know as well as every intelligent man
i Oor

knows that the commun-
lives under the shadow of
the church spire is a God fearing
conununity. - The community which
does not protect the Christian church

woman
ity which

tis an unsafe community in which to

dwell, and there is no exception to
the rule E

What d.d you do when
haired child died?
tuke the small white ca:

ballroom? Did you have he

your little

Did you
et into a
Jancing
over her
Did you have her music
No; you took
her to the church. - You took her in-
to the <hurch where many prayers
had been offered. ¥You did not have
a dancirg master pronounce a eulogy
white, still form. You call-
Christian minister for the
ut offices for your beloved

dead body?

ed in the
last reve:
dead,
When you eriticise the sincerity of
certain church members, you should
not forget that the church of Christ
was instituted for the imperfect as
well as the perfect, for the moral
cripples as well as for those who
are spiritually whole. In the
church there are to bie found mem-
bers like a man whe friend of
mine was ose evening defending.
Howard Crosby came to this gen-
tleman and said: ““Doctor, how can
you like such a man?. You know he
is not what he ought to be.” My
friend turned and said: ““Dr. Croshy,
if you had a4 little child who had lost
an eye or who was deaf or who was
born lame, would you despise him on
account of his inirmity? Well, my
friend is a moral cripple.. I do not
like him because he has lost one eye
and one leg and one arm, but I do
love him, because by the grace of
(iod, he is trying to struggle against
kis daily temptations, and his spirit-
ua! deformities. So you will find in

‘the church of Ged to-day moral crip-

ples. They are struggling every day
of their lives against sinful tempta-
tions; they keep on struggling; keep
on praying; keep on reaching up to
tiod; keep on staying in the church
because they kmow that Christ  did
not ecome to institute a church for
perfect men He came to heal the
siek and not the well. The church of
God is the great earthly spiritual
hospital, where Christ, as the
geon, loves to set the crooked limbs;
where Christ, as the spiritual opthal-
mologist, loves to open the'eyes that
are blindd of sin

“Well,”” observes another hearer,
“the reason 1 do not join the church
is hecause 1 believe a man can be just
as good a Chris’ian ontside the
church as inside.”” Now, I would not
that men who non
chiurchgoers unchristian men
Newton used to say: *"When 1
heaven, I have

'
surprise

sur-

assert all are
are
John
shall
g surpris One great
will be to find so many people there
I did not expect to see. ‘The next
gurprise will be to find so many peo-
ple absent, whom I expectod to see,
and Behe thivd great surprise will be
to find that 1 got to heaven myself.”
Like Jahn Newton, when most of us
reach hgaven—1 pray we may all be
there—I believe we will be very much
surprised to find there some people
who never entered the church door,
o«nd mever publicly confessed their
faith at the church aitar.

But, though there may-be Christian
men and Women living outside of the
church fellowship, 1 for one do not
believe 1 éould be a Christian and
not be 1 professed member of the
church of Christ. I~ do not believe
that I could turn my back upon my
church and still love my Christ as 1
love him to-day, and. my brother and
sister, meither do I believe you can
turn your back upon the ¢hurch of
tiod and yet give to Christ your
true and fervent love, because 1 be-
Jieve that, as Christia®s, we should
look upon the church gs a collection
of God’'s children..  Therefore we
should accept and love its members as
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helieve

I wrote you,” says Mrs. Fred Kem
Cambria, Hilbz:k Co,, Mich.,
«still rname is a blednﬁ

and I think it my duty to let know
that I am 1 en, health,
thanks to you and your ‘'Favorite Pre-
scription.’ "When I think how I was five
years ago, and then see how I am now, I
say, God bless Dr. Pierce’s works, and
may he live long to help sul
women. I have never had any return
my weakness and am well and hearty.
Can do all my own work without any
pain. You saved me from the grave when
all others failed. I advise suffering women
strongly, to take Dr. Pierce's Favorite Pre-
scription, as I know it will cure in all
cases, if indeed there is & cure.”

Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets are
an excellent laxative, suited to the
use of delicate women. |
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sisters,
oursglves
spiritual

and
we
the

our spiritnal  brothors
chi'd en of Gead, and
ild long to 'w of
houschold. ‘

Mark you well my statement. I did
not affirmm that there were no Chris-
tian men outside of the church of
Jesus Christ, but T did atlirm that
a man cannot be as good a Chris-
tian outside of the Christian church
inside. 'ITh re may be good Chris-
tians who prefer the gociety of Sab-
bath desecraters and worldly pleasure
those who

sho

as

geckers to the society of
delight in God’'s houre.

“Well,”” answers another man, *“I
will tell you frankly why 1 despise
<he church of God. The reason I do
not join the church is because it is
straightlaced for me, and 1 am
not willinzy to give up my own way
of living.”’ My  brother, 1 believe
vou have told me the exact truth. I
nineiy-n'n -hondridiths of
17ose who scol at_the church scoff
jrincipally they are uot
ready to surrender o ne secret  sin,
But as you have given me one hon-
est answer ‘1 want you to give me an-
other to. a question just as import-
ant. If you are not ready to -sur-
render your secret sin and join the
church, where is that sin going to
gentdl you?

My unrepentant brother, as you are
unwilling to join the church because
you are reluctant to give up your se-
cret sin, T ask you wvhere will that
secret sin ultimately send you? You
need to be aroused from your spirit-
ual ‘léthargy, and to realize your
awful danger. I would specially
plead with you to surrender your
sins and dedicate your life to Jesus
Christ by joining the church, be-
cause, in yvour heart, you know well
what you ought to do. 1 have al-
ways shrunk from the thought that
people who were born in sin and ig-
norantly reared in sin, and unrepent-
ant were totally lost. It has al-
ways been. a question in my mind
whether some of those poor loa'h-
some cregtures who were rearcd in
the slums of a great city and who
Lad never heard the name of Jesus
except in  blasphemy, might not in
God's mercy be made as fit for the
celestial city, as some, who, having
been borm in Christian homes, have
led a different Christian life. God
will never condemn one who is born
blind because he cannot see. He will
never destroy cn? who is born deaf
and dumb because he cannot speak or
hear: but, my brother, though thers
may he some excuse for those born
in the sinful slums of a great city
for not renouncing their sins and
joininz the church, there is no ex-
cuseé for you. You were born in a
Christian home, srd vou were raared

oo

hecause

OPINIONS OF LEADING I’BYSICI-!
ANS.

and ean justly certify that it is an ex-
cellent remedy for the purpose for !
which it is intended. J. B. CAMP-
Price $1.00. For sale by druggists,
or by mail on receipt of price.
W. T. STRONG, Manufacturing
Chemist, London, Ontario.
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{ that I cannot do my share in church

£

i
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. a moth'r to leave the bedsid: of her
: sick child in order to attend a mis-

i ih:m he can conscientiously do. But

; mand
! his loie before men.

! you
: before men, because, as you have oth-
twers depending upon you, your pre-

~how your loved ones will act
{ feel toward the church of Christ’s es- !
; tablishment.
{ stra‘ed some years ago in Smyrna.

. attending the mission services.
: night, in answer to th2 invitation to |

: join the church,
; turned and said
* it Bill will.”

. come.

; afternoons

been dou:r all over the
New Engla
curing the ills that people are subject to,

people
tive

Sold by Druggists and Dealers

| space
I havé used Strong's Pilekone in my at top-notch ones.
practice, as well as in my own case, {of our esteemed

]
BELL, M. D., Coroner, London, Ont. |

$ Studio 29 King St.

work, if I should join. In a few
years I expect to take my place as
a member  of the church altar.”
Now, my friend. I want you to real-
ize this great truth: God.never or-
da‘ned that one duty should comflict
with other dutics. He never wants

sionary meeting.
a man to do for

He never compels
the church more

Christ does demand this: He does de-
that you profess and confess
And you can-
not do that in a better way than at
the church altar. Then let the most
iinminent Christian duty decide what
you cught to do hereafter.

And I would especially plead with

to confess Christ in the church

decide
and

sent actions will proLably

Th's fact was demon-

Two sailors for some weeks had been
One |

come forward and confess Christ and |
one of the sailors
“Well, I will come ;
But Bill would not °
But the night before the ship
was to sail the two sailors came for-
ward and gave. their hearts to
Christ and joined the church Then
the. Christian workers in Smyrna '
asked Bill how it was that he came
to join the church. In rough sailor '
fashion he said: ‘‘Well, ] liked to
attend your meetings Lecause they |
made me feel good. I used to think |
of the old times when cn  Sunday
in the old home at New
Bedford we used to sing the same |
songs. Mo her was there and . my
sisters and bro‘hers and father were
all there, anl! I really wanted to
join your church; but when Tom said
he would come if I did, it made me
mad. What had I to do with Tom's
actions? But a couple of nights ago
Tom was sick. I sat up with him,
and as he was tossing around in his
tunk I heard him muttering some-
thing, gnd as [ put my ear down to
his mofith I heard him say: ‘Oh,
BLill, won't vou cowme, Bill? It's my
last chance for heaven, Bill. Oh, Bill,
von't you come? Won't you come ?
And thun and there 1 said to myself,
‘If my actions are going to keep Tom
out of heavin, why, I'll come.” And
here we are, sir, Tom and Bill!"" So
to-day ‘ the lovid ones in your home
and in the store, and those who-are
dependent upen you are pleading with
you to come into the church for their
sakes as well as for vour own sake
and for Christ's. *‘Despise ye the
c¢hirch?”’ ‘Nay, nay! In your heart
you feel that it is in the church you
ought to confess Christ You know
it 8 into the church voua will wanrt
to be carried whin you are dead !
it is from its hallowed precinet: "
will want to go forth when you oot
him when yo1 shall dwell with hin
in heaven forever and ever and ever.
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with great Britain left legacies of hat-
red long preserved. Many years were
needed to soften the bitterness engen-
wored between the sections by the civil
war in the United States. More than
thirty years after Sedan, Frenchmen
dream of revenge, and of the recovery
of the lost provinces. Buat the Eng-
lish receive with open arms the lead-
ers against them in the most costly
and dangerous struggle which ever af-
flicted the empire. It is rather hard

i to understand making all allowance for

Prussian Oil

Is doing its work In this province where ever
ntroduced as thoroughly and surely as it has
aritime Provinces and
nd States where it is in universal use

Aoches and Pains, Brulses
and Sprains, Coughs and
Oolds, Bronchitis, A-thma,
La Gri, , Burns and

soalds.
tickly when ised as directed. Many
n London, St. Mary's, St. Thomas, Ridge-
own and Chatham, testity toits wounderful curs-

mm and say it is the best medicine they
in the house, 25¢., Use it and prove it.
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A DELICATE QUESTION.
Buckingham Post.

We have been asked to trade space
for almost anything under the uun.‘
from barbed wire fencing down to
plum trees. The last thing to turn up
is a proposition to exchange space at
rock-bottom prices for spap at top-
notch ones. What would some of our
esteemed confreres do under the cir-|
cumstances ! Refuse, as we think of,
doing, or temporize with the infidel?
PP T
DEFERRED FOR (X)N.\‘RUERATI()".‘

Buckingham Post. ‘

We have been asked to trade space
for almost everything under the sun
from barbed wire fencing down to
plum trees. The last thing to turn !
up is a proposition to exchange
at rockbottom prices for soap

What would some !

confreres-do under |

the circumstances? Refusd as we !

think of doing or temporize with Lhe'
infidel ¢ -~

s i
HIT IT ABOUT RIGHT.
London Advertiser.

The newspaper compositor
times makes blunders, since to err ini
human ; but seldom has be been guilty
of so much unconsgions irony as when,
in yesterday's Advertiser, he set ths
féllowing line in a heading referring
to the passing of Mr. Schwab: “Presi-
dent of the U. 8. Steal Combine Has
to Retire.”

T B . R .
ENGLISH RECEPTION OF BOER
QHIEFS.

Buffalo Courier.

The people of England have gener-
ally been regarded from our viewpoint
as much less volatile than Americans,
far less so than any of the Latin race,
but they have recently given some re-
marka exhibitions of an efferves-
eent spirit, of which the most notable
of all was the demonstration
on the occasion of the arrival in Eng-

scme- |

Yntordly :

land of the Boer generals, De Wet,
Botha and Delarey. Our old time wars

chivalrous notions as to what is due
to a gnllant foe who has made an en-
during record for brilliant daring.

Have You Seen
Our Men Talking

ram-o-phone

It is the greftest wonder
of the 19th century. Al-
so I just received two
crates of

New
Records

the ficest ever produced,
‘they can only be had at
the sign of the Big Clock.
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Wedding
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2 Doors East of Market.
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TLime, Cement.

—and—

Cut Stone

stock at right
prices.

JOHN H. OLDERSHAW

Thames Streeot, Next
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{ Toronto Exhibition

Noanday, Sept, 1st, to Saturday,
Sept. 13th, 1902
NEW BUILDINGS
NEW, FEATURES
NEW EXHIBITS
$35,000 for PREMIUMS
$30,000 for ATTRACTIONS

Erilliant $20,000 spectacle
All the Resources of OQur Glorious
Country

THE PEOPLE S PRIDE
THE FEOFLE'S HOLIDAY
Reduced Rateson every line of travel,.

Consult your station agent regard-
ing fare to Torénto and back.

PRI R

The Lake Erie Navigation Co., Ltd.

Steamer “Urania”
The Short Route to

Cleveland, Ohio
One way fare from Chatham $1.60
‘R“m bk G 9 "-w

Boat loaves Rond Eaw
Mondays, Wadnesdays and Fridays at ¢ p. m.
* Sundays 11,30P. m,
“Route Closes Neptember 15th, 1502’
Tickets on Sale at all Local Ticket Offices, For

WM, WOOLLATT, Manager. :
MRSHALL, Gen'l Pass Agt., Walkerville
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The PLANET
Carries a large assort
ment of this stock. You

can get what you want
in short notice,
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Money to Loan

—ON MORTGAGES-—
4 1-2 and 8 por cont.
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P—LISa m. ... .. 8—249p m
The Wabash is the short and trae rouw
J. A. RICHARDSON,
Dist. Pass. Agt., Toronto and St Thomar
7. C. PRITCHARD,

Station Ageat
W. K. RISPIN, ;
C. P.A. 115 King St., Chatham.
GRAND TRUNK.

GOING WEST

145 pm.....Accomodatior . .2.30 p.m.
2 23 p.m. .Buffalo, New York and.
Toroate

8§ 32am..... Express......8 15am,

srseesl2 2pm,

Buffulo, Toronto and North By,

5 08 p.m...**“Ewtern Fiyer,” for Mon-

treal and Muskoka.
8 50 p.m.....Accomodation .4.23 p.m,
..*“International Limited..9.10 p.m.
For Detroit and Chio:fo.

___"*Daily Sunday included.
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L. E. & D. R. R. TIME CARD NO. |
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6400 10454 S.00p daily.
300 p Mon, Wed. & Fri. boat con,

2.20 p Tues, & Fri. Band Concert,
8.10 p. Saturday, Merchants,

trains connect 1t Blenheim for East and West

cha ? Cars,
ILLSON, Gen. Agent, Chatham

L.
THOS, MARSHALL, G.P.A Walkerville

NADIAN
PACIFIC
L.abor Day, Sept. 1st, 1902

Will Issue Return Tickets at

Single FirstClass Fare

and 3lst
to return

Good going August 30th
and September 1st. Good
unti! September 2nd, 1902,

Between all stations in Ontario,
Port Arthur, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.,
Dtroit, Mich., and East, and to, but"
pot from, Buffalo, N. Y.

Apply for pamphlet giving - full particulars

to your nearest Canadian Pacific Agent, or

A. H. NOTMAN, Asst, Pass, Agt,
1 King Street Kast, Toronto,

W. H. HARPER, City Pass, Agt,
RAILWAY

GRAND TRUNKSYstem
Labor Day, St.1 '

Return Tickets will be issued be-
tween all stations in Canada on Grand
Trunk and connecting lines at

SINGLE First-Class FARE

Good going August 30th and 3lst,
and Sept. lst, returning good until
Sept. 2nd, 1902, >

Canada’s Great Fair

e Toronto
Chatham to Toroato snd Return $5.30
Good going Sept. and to 1ath, inclusive,
Good going on Sept. the §th and jorh ”,‘o
All tickets valid returning on or before Sept. 15th
Tickets, folders, and all information
from Agents Grand Truak.
W. E. RISPIN,
Oity Passenger and Ticket Agt.
115 King Street,
Chatham, or
J. C. PRITCHARD, G. T. R. Station

LABOR DAY, Sept. 1, "02

will issue round trip tickets at single
first class fare, tickets on gale Aug-
ust 30th, 3lst and September 1st, good
to return until September 2nd.
To and from sll stations in Canada,
;hm to Detroit, Mich., and Buffalo, N.
Special one-way tickets to all Paei-
fic Coast points, at greatly reduced
rates during September and October,
Full particulars from any railroad
ageut, or
J. A. RICHARDSON,
b Distriet Pass Agent,
N.E. Cor. King and Yonge Sts,
Toronte and St. Thomas, Ont.
W. E. RISPIN,
C. P. A, Chatham.
_ 718 King Streét.

Bug Déﬁth

Kils the Bugs
Feeds the Plants
——of mvm’mnﬁon—-—-
Our Paris Green

is the same as we have always soid
and absolutely pure.

7.05 am for London is a through train, other ..



