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CURRENT PRICE 
OF CODFISH

fish in order that we should get our 
vessel off, we had to compete with the 
others. I heard that Munn paid $4-00, 
for some. In December I paid $4.20 
to $4.70 for small lot of choice, fish, 
not slop In last year’s shipments i 
made money, considerable profits, but 
it was the first time I made money in 
five or six years. The biggest profit 
I ever made was on 30 casks of re­
fuge culiage, that I shipped to Po|to 
Rico in the spring of 1914* The cur­
rent price paid the past few years 
has been too high. But the current 
price has been fixed at the market 
priqe in Europe, generally speaking at 
tlie time. Last year the current price’
was fixed before the fish was sold in
European market. If the price was 
fixed at $4.00 we should have still 
made a profit. Last year we were bet­
ter able to give $4.00 than we were 
the year before when we gave $4.70 
as things turned out after. I was 
guided hv the decision of the meeting 
of the Mercantile Board at St. John’s
who fixed the price. If they had fix­
ed at $4.00 I would have been perfectly 
satisfied.

I understood that there was some
dissatisfaction about the price of fish
on Northern Labrador. Letter from 
John Rorke & Sons to William Gosse 
tendered in evidence objected to by Mr 
Howlev marked G.R. Senior 2. Mr. 
Howlev objects to the question put by 
Mr. Mews. What do you mean by the 
words “this seems" in tlie letter. Ans-

FORBES LAW DUGUID fil
Sings “The Heart Bowed Down.”' i

•VLorenzo Noseworthy 
vs William A. Munn

Supreme Court

“Our Mutual Girl”
Margaret meets James Montgomery Flagg, the

celebrated artist

“The Floating Call”
A melodramatic Reliance production in two

parts
iÎ : y'hÉIm,f

“Whatsoever a Woman Soweth”
(A beautiful two-part social drama)

HP“The Anglers”
(A Keystone comedy riot)

i •îî;

1.

•>
(Continued.)

Cross-examined by Mr Mews, the 
witness said:

In Sept. 1914 tbere were several lots
of 1913 unsold it was in a deterior­
ated condition, not a whole cargo al­
together. My sons wrote to their 
agent in Labrador in Sept. telling 
them of the general depressed condi­
tion of the markets. Any letter they 
wrote were written on behalf of the 
firm. The price of fish I think was 
fixed about the middle to the 20th of 
October. I got back from England 
on the 15th Sept. I am disposed to 
think that the markets late Novem­
ber are a better price than in Oct­
ober. I wouldn’t say that of October. 
If the price of fish had been fixed the 
last week in November it would have 
been more than $3.GO. 1 say this in 
view of the markets in Europe and in 
view of the Nova Scotian which help­
ed up the European market.

In December I was offered $4.40 de­
livered in Hamburg. 1 could do as 
well in St. John's. I had none then to 
sell. If I had I should have wanted 
more for it. We settle with our plant­
ers from November to Xmas, but the 
great bulk is settled in the first three 
weeks in November. The price was 
fixed in St. John's by a Board of mer­
chants. Was told this by Mr. Munn 
who said that it was settled at $3.60

1
COMING—The Presentation of Colors to THE NEWFOUNDLAND REGIMENT.I
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fqtls direct from the coast, all of which |behalf of the plaintiff the witness said 
was paid for at $3.60. The steamer

been defined legally we believe as “the j him at the Board of Trade. I received Dernes which carried our fish had con- 
price paid by the majority of repres- j one of the notices and attended the giderably more than that on board 
entative men in the trade," accord- meeting. Mr. Piccott at that meeting y,ut some belonged to Winter and some
ingly if the rest of us hold firm the showed us a telegram from William j-0 DUff_
fishermen have no legal case against Smith of Horse Hr., I think, stating
any of us for $4.00 as Baine John- there was a strike at the Labrador and year on the Meditteranean. We tried
ston & Co. are only one firm—and ! the fishermen down there were de- bard to #ell in Nova Scotia but found
there is nothing to prevent any indi- manding $4.70. I think that was the I
vidual from paying $10.00 per quintal price he said, but I am not positive. »

At that meeting Mr. Piccott wanted

believe is correct. Current price has cipally Labrador exporters, to meet$3.60 we would have given the same. 
It would have worked against us an­
other year otherwise. I believe the 
correct thing was to give receipts for 
fish without price, and let the price 
be fixed not later than 1st week in 
November on the basis of the markets 
This year if price had been fixed at 
last November the price would have 
been more than $3.60. In October I 
was not in a position to judge the 
price and neither do I believe the oth­
er merchants were.

Referring to letter JJt. Sen 2 anu 
the words “ all are holding firm” it 
was understood that the merchants 
would not go under the price named, 
it would be a breach of faith.

Re-examined by Howley K.C.
If fixing price of fish in October 

they were doing their best was the 
information then available and were 
talking considerable risks at the 
price named.

as follows:
Coaker sold that fish in Nova Scotia, 

about the 16th and 28 October—3500> 
qtls at $3.50 and 3000 qtls at $3.60. The- 
prices ruling in St. John’s for that 
kind of fish—Labrador slop—on Oct­
ober 16th were from about $3.50 to 
$3.80. G. M. Barr gave me a list of 
prices covering from October 17th to 

mostly in the Mediterranean last year, Oct. 31 which showed that fish was 
as we usually do. We also have a sold for las high as $3.80 about Oct. 

to know what some would be prepared market in Nova Scotia ana tried hard 18th. The meeting called by Piccott 
to give for fish. As far as I can re- to sen there last year because we dia was the only formal meeting the eX-
member some merchants said $3.00 know how we could be paid in the porters had last year. I think there

Mediterrean. was à meeting of one or two previous
The Nova Scotia market is very of- to Piccott’s meeting" but I was not

ten available for Labrador fish. It was present. I was not present at the
available last year and they offered meeting referred to by Mr. Winter at 
to buy considerable quantities from which merchant exporters agreed up- 
us but the reason we could not sell on the price of $3.60. I heard of it. 
was that Coaker had sold two car- I knew of it at the time Piccott had

Llll
1

The 11,000 qtls represents
our lot. We marketed our fish last

,we could not do it. We marketed

if he feels inclined to do so.
We may say in two cases only we 

have paid $4.00, but the receipts which 
were issued early in the season in 
these instances were worded “as high 
as any supplying merchant on the 
coast" and in these instances we felt 
we were both legally and morally 
bound to do the same as Baine John­
ston & Co.

All down this way we determined 
to hold at $3.60 and we trust you will 
do the same.

We are, yours truly,
JOHN RORKE & SONS. ‘ 

Messrs Jno. and Mark Parsons, 
Trangle, Labrador.

was all they could afford to pay. Pic­
cott heard what they all had to say at 
the meeting and he then composed a 
telegram and sent it to Labrador. 1 
think it was after the meeting was 
over he informed us he had sent word, 
or intended sending word, that $3.60 
was the price agreed on. I was asked 
to inform others in Conception Bay 
and also on Labrador that we had ar­
rived at a price of $3.60, and that was 
what we expected the price would be 
that year. In fixing that price of $3.60, 
we were guirlcd by informaion from 
the Nova Scotia markets that prices
were all declining. We also had word 
from the Mediterranean markets that 
there was great difficulty in making 
any sales over there at all. We did 
not know where we stood as regards 
price and we did not know where we 
stood as regards getting paid for the 
fish after it was sold. The reason we 
gave $3.60 was that one or two of the 
merchants had already intimated they 
might possibly give $3.60.

They mentioned that at the meetifig. 
They thought $3.00 was too little. We 
wanted to do the best we could and we 
intimated that $3.60 would be a fair 
price to pay. There were , present at 
the meeting called by Piccott D. A. 
Ryan, M. Winter Piccott my brother 
Dugald and myself. I am not sure 
whether Tern pieman was there or not.

I exported last year about ~ 11,000

)
I mean this appears to be the

Mr Mews
wer.
purport of the meeting, 
asks why the word was not used in- |goes there—3500 qtls to the same part the meeting. I know some had in- 

ies we were working with, at $3.50, ' timated to Labrador that they werestead of seems.
and 3000 qtls at $3.60. These prices ' prepared to pay $3.60 but I did not 
ruined the Nova Scotia markets.

Mr Howley abjects. Asnwer. I meant
attend any' meeting except Piccott’s. 

(To be continued)
Carbonear, Ni'ld., 

Nov. 17, 1914.
Dear Sir,—In confirmation of our 

reply to you this morning by wire 
that $3.60 is all we are giving as the 
Current Price of Fish shipped to us 
at Labrador; we may say we are do­
ing this in conjunction with all the 
St. John’s merchants, viz., Winter, Ry­
an, Munn, Templeman and McRae & 
Duff in our own bay,. This seems to 
have been mutually agreed to by all 
of the above, and we believe all are 
holding firm at this figure.

As you doubtless are aware how­
ever Messrs Baine, Johnston & Co’s 
agent, Mr. Croucher, has settled with 
his men at $4.00 and this is what is 
causing1 all the trouble.

We are telling our dealers howev­
er that this was done merely for a 
pose, viz., to get his steamer away 
quickly, and we are not forgetting to 
tell them that when she did get away 
lie too dropped it to $3.60 which we

it to have the meaning of “was." I 
heard Munn paid $4.00 for a small 
quantity about 200 qtls. I believed it 
to be correct as stated in the letter 
that Baine Johnston raused all the 
trouble by paying $4.00. I told our 
dealers when they came in to settle 
that although Baine Johnston & Co, 
had paid $4.00, they dropped to $3.60 
after the first vessel was loaded. The 
$4.00 only applied to the 1st large 
cargo, afterwards they bought at 
$360 as I was told. The words in let­
ter “hold firm’"mean that we should 
not depart from this price fixed by
majority of merchants. Letter mark­
ed J.R. Sen. 3 put in.

In using the word high in exhibit 
J.R Sept 3 $ve did not expect there 
would he more than one price, al-

Cross-examined by Morine K.C. on

Carbonear, Newfoundland,
Sept. 8th., 1914.

Dear Sirs,— We have to thank you 
for your letter of the 31st ulto. which 
reached us by last S.S. Sagona.

We are glad- to find you have done 
so well again this season, and we are 
also pleased to have you offer us your

i

ROSSLEY’S THEATRESat a meeting consisting of Winter,
Ryan, Templeman. McRae, Munn. Pic­
cott. Harvey and others. Had several 
letters from Munn about it, they seem­
ed to think that $3.60 was utmost lim­
it that could be paid in view of the 
depressed markets, the exchange and 
extra insurance. It was based on the 
market prices in Europe, 
thing to do with fixing the price but 
agreed to ahii 
firm was not represented at the meet­
ing. If they had fixed the price of 
$3.00 we would have fallen in line.

EAST END. WEST END.

GREAT NEW IRISH SONGvoyage in preference to any of tn«s 
other merchants down in that neigh- IN CHARACTER COSTUME.

I had no- bourliood.
We scarcely know how to answer 

your query as to the price of Labra­
dor cod fish this year. We might tell 
you for your own private benefit that 
it is absolutely impossible to get a 
single dollar for codfish in the Medi­
terranean at present, and it is just as 
a* matter of the progress made by the 
Allies in the war as to how long con­
ditions remain unchanged. From a 
letter received from Mr. Earle by the 
S.S. Sagona we understand that Munn 
has been up arici offered you an addi­
tional freight of 20 cents on all your 
fish if you will ship it to him. We 
can only say that if Mr. Munn actu­
ally did make you this offer he has 
committed a great breach of faith 
with the rest of the Labrador Export­
ers. Mr. Munn in talking the outlook 
over with us not .ten days ago strong­
ly advocated, along with us and oth­
ers, to give you fishermen simply a 
receipt for your fish with the distinct 
promise of paying you the highest 
price possible as soon as ever we were 
in a position to know the market val­
ue of Labrador cod.

Now Sir, we would not go back on 
our word for Mr. Munn or indeed for 
all the fish down there; but if vou 
will write us and tell us what Munn 
actually offered we will give you the 
same figure, and you probably know 
us long enough to know that our prom 
ise we regard every time as sacred.

The actual current price of fish has 
not been settled and we have no

OURS!
A First Class Programme To-Night

ide by the decision. Our

According to our receipts some of 
our people accepted $3.50.
Johnston gave $400 till their first ves- Hiscoek as a representative man, and 
sel, Sept. 16th., was loaded; after that (’has Jerrett also in the Labrador 
I understood they dropped $3.60. Our trade.
agents had to give highest price for j If Mr Munn had given more than

l
Baine though wc paid $4.00. I regard Mr. * \ »

A first class programme to-night. Feature films of 
best quality. Three changes Weekly. Two shows 
each night, 7.30 and 9 p.m- Admission 5 cents. 
Matinee Wednesday and Saturday.

.

NOTE—Rossley’s East End Theatre will open 
in September.

? *
?|Specially low Prices in 

LUBRICATING OILS
GET OUR 

: PRICES ON !

1
!

i kl

j r
> 5c. CRESCENT Pick Palace 5c. lr-»

i
I
<GASOLENE, 

Lubricating 
Oil and 

KEROSENE

:

:

"THE DREAM GIRL”
A great Selig success in 2 reels. A thrilling picture 
play filled with romance. See beautiful Bessie 

Eyton and handsome Tom Santschie.

i)
-, hUp to the 15th June, wc will deliver “POLARINE” Oil at the fol-

k t
i

lowing prices:—<

"A STUDY IN FEET” »

5 Gal. Can POLARINE OIL, Imperial Measure, tor
$3.66. Originial Price, $4.56.

2-5 Gal. Cans POLARINE OIL, Imperial Measure 
tor $7.66. Original Price, $8.86.

The story is interpreted by,the feet of thJ^players.",

/

"THE MEXICAN”
A Western drama.I! SMITH CO. Ltd. .

means, nor lias any one means to tell 
you any figure. We would strongly 
advise you not to allow any price to 
be mentioned on your receipt, as by 
so doing you may discover later on 
you are a heavy loser. The French 
fishermen are ocupied today with war, 
and this will make the French fish­
ery almost nothing; and this is bound 
to help prices when peace is restored.

We hope you will not give this 
catch of yours to anyone else, and you 
can rest assured that we will treat you 
fairly when the time for settling up 
comes.

"JONES’ WEDDING DAY” "v 1

:

'A roaring comedy featuring John E. Brennan.nnV GOOD MUSIC AND GOOD SINGING.
A WELL VENTILATED THEATRE.This is strictly Non Carbon, Non Freezing Oil and is strongly re­

commended for Motor Cars and Motor Boat engines. > £. >
:7-

IB ji
i j.%• I . ./.fis MR. BUSINESS MAN1 \TTESTIMONIALS I

Yours truly,
JOHN RORKE & SONS, 

Per James Rorke, Jr.
From The Acadia Gas Engine Co., Ltd.

“We consider “Polarine” Oil to be the best and most suitable flffiffiHANCfc ’ h

i'HMr. William Gosse, 
Spaniard’s Bay. DON’T THROW AWAY

your chance to get insured be­
cause so far you have escaped a 
fire. Your turn may be coming to­
night as far as you can tell. Come 
in to-day and let us write you 
A FIRE INSURANCE POLICY

for our engines and recommend it to our customers.
“(Signed) N. Ritcey,

“MANAGER.”

are you getting full results from your ad­
vertising?

To get the best results you must ad­
vertise in a paper that is read by the 
crowd-

!./!Monday, June 14, 1915. 
WILLIAM A. MUNN examined by 

Mr. Howley KVC. on behalf of the de­
fendant having been first duly sworn 
said as follows:

From Swim Bros.,
Fish Merchants.

i x.

mÛ*

We have used all kinds of Cylinder Oil in our Motor Boats and 
are now using “Polarine” which gives us better satisfaction than 
any oil we have ever had.

I am the defendant in this action. I 
have been engaged in the Labrador 
fishery for a number of years; more or 
less all my life, I have been purchas­
ing and exporting Labrador fish Î 
have been purchasing and exporting 
directly myself this last few years, 
but in connection with my brothers for 
a number of years. I purchased and 
exported Labrador fish last year thru

in one of the strongest and safest 
companies. The premium charged 
will be ridiculously small compar­
ed with the protection given.

■

The Mail and Advocate is the best ad­
vertising medium in Newfoundland to­
day. Our circulation is increasing week 
by week.

Advertising in The Mail and Advocate 
means increased sales. Worth consider­
ing—isn’t it. Asl^ for our rates.

PERCIE JOHNSON, 
Insurance Asrent

(Sgd.) SWIM BROS. 1Yours truly,
f fl

■;
i.

A. H. Murray
ST. «JOHN’S

my brother Robert. I was not on the 
Labrador myself last year.

I paid $3.60 tor that fish. We paid
There was a ft!ill<$3 60 right through, 

meeting called on October 8th by Pic­
cott, and we then arrived at a price of 
$3.60. The meeting was called at the 
Board of Trade. Piccott sent out no­
tices to a number of persons, prin-
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