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that there was a Manganese company now
operating in the locality, and that & good
deal of business was transacted there, which
- required postal facilities, - ] :
The following petitions against the proposed
scheme of Confederation were also presented :
By Mr. Churchill, from G. Armstrong and
109 others in North Hants. .
By Mr. 5. Campbell, from 175 personsin the
Btrait of Canso, Guysboro.
" By Dr. Brown, from 170 persons in South
Kings; another from J. L. Brown aud others
of Wolfville; and a third from a number of
persons in Lower Horton, Kings. . ’
By Mr. MeLelan, from Brookfield, Colchester.
By Mr. Ross, from 90 persons in Boulardrie,
Victoria. ‘
. Mr. BLANCHARD presented a petition from
'the inhabitants of Margaree, in reference to the
‘act passed:last session for the protection of ri-
ver fisheiies. Petitioners consider’ the provi
-sions of the law too stringent, and state that it
is msher intended to lLenefit “ genteel fisher-
men.”

AGRICULTURE,

-~ Hon. Mr.MCFARLANE, in laying on the ta-
‘ple the Raport of the General Board of Agri-
culture, stated that that Board was called into
axistence by the act passed last session, and
that its operations had been already attended
with most beneficial results to the farming in-
‘terests of the Province. At present there were
‘some 37 associations ih existence in the pro-
‘vinee, containing 734 members. The counties
of Queens, Shelburne, and Richmond bad not
‘#ent in their returns for the year. The Board
‘have, among other things arrived at the conclu-
‘sion that it was advisable to hold a Provincial
“Bxhibition in 1866. .
“They had also adopted that portion of tlie
act which imposed upon them the calling into
existence an Agricultaral journal. They bad
not long met before they found that such a
Paper was indisper sable, in order to afford the
iuformation to the Agriculturists of the pro-
‘vince that was required. They have, however,
‘come to the conclusion that it is advisable to
~have this journal heneeforth published oncea
foonth, instead of quarterly. They also have
‘siven a great deal of attention to the potatoe
disease. and have enquireld into the advisabili-
ty. of adopting the remedy whichhad been sug-
‘gested last winter by the Legislature—namely,
resorting back to the original potatoe plant.
-‘They have'taken great pains’ in reference to
the matter, by making enquiries in N, York of
parties who for 2 number of years have expend-
anglarge stuns of woney in endeavoring to reme-
dy the disease, and havecome to the conclusion,
after considering the vesults of - these .experi-
ments thatit weuld not be expedient tointro-
duce the system here. They have, however,
been able to procure a certain quantity of im-
proved seeil.. The Board also recommend .the
importation of improved stock.. Last summer
Abey sent on some of their members, ‘who
Jonght. & small amount of stock, which: was
s0ld at Wimd: or at public auction for more than
ftactually cost. .. -
- :Mr. PARKER donhted the - propriety of im-
porting horses, but.was strongly in favour of
Intro tucing iwproyved  stock.in: the :shape of
cattle and sheep. He pointed to.Colchester:in
aupport.afihis opinion, of-the high-condition to
rwhich farmers might bring ‘their atdck. b
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thought that a farmer should have been sent to
New Brunswick to select stock instead of a
Dactor, R S

Hon. Mr. MCFARLANE interrapted him to
state that Mr. John Brown, of Falmouth, was
engaged in the selection of the stock as well as
Dr. Hamilton, ~ '

Mr. PARKER said that the Doctor, at all
events, got all the credit,and went on to show
the necessity there is for using .every care in
the sclection of stock. We should not have
old, but young stock of pure blood. .

Dr. HaMILTON regretted that he had nof
known the Report was to be presented that
afternoon, as he would then have brought for-
ward some interesting faets and sratistics con-
nected with the subject. He presumed that it
would be admitted that the cultivation of the
s0il was one of the mostimportant ohjects that
any people could pay attention to. Therefore
any matter which increased the productiveness
of thesoil,and tke value of its products bore:a
very important relation to the welfare "and
prosperity of the country. - Hence the propriety
of introducihg such improvemcnts a3 would
increase the productiveness of the goil and the
quality of its products, The number of per-
sons above the age of 15 engaged in agricul-
ture in this country amounted to 50,000, a larger
proportion of our population than was engaged
in any other active pursuit. He 'referred
especially- to the great importance the -proper
application of manures was to the farming:in-
terests of this country. He thought that the
first time this subject was brought to the notice
of the public was in the celebrated letters -of
*“ Agricola,” who laid down certain princi-
ples which he believed -were found as true in
their character at the present day as at the time
they were published. It was a very great
source of -regret to him that puablications of
this kind bad not been followed up from time
to time, although he wasaware that Dr. Daw-
son had pablished a little work which. was
also very useful in its way. 1f the principles
these books laid down were only better under-
stood_in Nova Scotia the fertility of the soil
would be greatly. immproved. . Therefore .he
thought that the publication of an agricultural
journal would be found of very great benefit
to the farmer, by given him a mexns of obtain-
ing reliable information in respect to his.call-
ing. which, under existing circutstances, was
not so accessible. Dr. Hamilton then went‘on
to refer to the importance of having improved
stock - inttoduceds into the country. - In ‘this
connection hie mentioned that since the firgt
importation by the late G. R. Young, the stock
of the province had increased in size at-least
one third. It -was not now an uncomnion
-thing ‘to'see an ox which would weigh. from
-1000 to 1500 1bs., and. whilst at Fredericton: last.
-summer, he ‘had the pleasure of noticing. ore
which in size, ‘height, and’ beauty of form
<could ‘ot be exceeded. . It.was raised, He be-
lieved, in Westmoreland County, and 'weighed
3400 1b. alive.. He mentioned ‘that he had:s
«cow:which during thirteen years had produced
£65) worth of milk, had uever all ‘that -thme

went dry four weeks on an average, and ‘had |

a calf'every :year. ~This fatt showed the'im-
‘portance of having improved stock, anil he wwag
thereforeglad to see the recommendation madh

port-which had just'been read. -

in reference:to.a. fresh importation:in-the:ze-




