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lirUtrtosuppose that clearness of apprehension, ready utter* I 
nu.-e, and large measures of the hallowing influence ! 
of the Iloly Spirit, w ith their potent and permanent 
consequences are ascriliahlc tiicreto. And who can 
doubt that ho who in this way waters others, shall he 
watered himself, inasmuch as the exercise, when 
performed aright, must yield much gracious increase, 
and more fully prepare the heart for the reception of 
the good word oi the Lord. \ -

Finally, “ let him that is taught in the word, com
municate to him that teacheth in all good things.”

To mention fooil and clothing, and habitation may 
appear to some superfluous ; none will dispute the 
goodness of these things, or that they are so good 
as to be indispensable. But possibly, some further 
observations on this head, may not be unseasonable or 
impertinent. Something is good for purposes of hos
pitality to strangers, and beneficence to the poor and 
needy, as this will frequently facilitate his pious ef
forts. Health is an inestimable blessing, but it is not 
always to be enjoyed by mortals, and especially by 
those who, as Christian ministers, are much exposed 
to storms and various atmospheric changes, and the 
sick mau will find it good to have a medicine chest, 
Xc.

Furthermore, age will come, and it has cares to 
soothe, and the careful ant teaches us prudence in that 
respect, by providing against the winter of life. Pru
dence and foresight arc good, if there be any means 
provided to bring them into exercise.

Once more, books arc necessary as a subordinate 
means to qualify a man for the discharge of his minis
terial duties, and a minister without n library, or the 
means of obtaining one, is greatly to be pitied.

Finally, admitting that he has n family, (which is 
quite possible, and indeed probable too, seeing the 
Scriptures make provision for the due regulation of 
his household, and the religious education of his chil
dren,) the foregoing observations will apply to his 
family also. For Ills life is wrapped up in the lives 
of his family ; and if they are hungry, or naked, or 
houseless, or destitute, he suffers with them. If his 
children, through his destitution, are deprived of tu
ition, grow up in comparative ignonrance, and ex
hibit the melancholy monuments of niggardly neg
lect, an arrow pierces his vitals.

Therefor, ns it is not tlie manner of love to en
quire how little will suffice to meet its obligations, or 
to fear lest the line of strict duty should he surpassed.
So where the love of the faithful mini-tor is recipro
cated, there will bo no fear expressed or intimated, 
that lie will have it in his power to indulge himself 
too much in sympathy, and benevolence, and hospi
tality, and mental exercise, and domestic quiet.

1 o conclude, if this be God's plan, we shall not 
be able to amend it, and our wisdom and interest 
consist in its obedience.
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No kind of subject, brought before the public, is per
haps, more interesting tn itself, and, speaking gene
rally, more beneficial in its effects, than that of 
Ur.t.itiiovs Bior.a vrnv. In the well authenticated 
experience of individuals, cmim nt fur piety, we have 
placed before u<, in incrcdi in hriglilnvss, the visible 
manifestations of the powerfully operating and ri - 
newing influence of Diving Grace on the human 
mind, and .an irrefragable proof <>f the Divine origin 
of our most holy religion. Infidels in >y unreasonably 
cavil nt the external claims put forth in lu ll "'* of the 
celc-tial character of Chi isliahity, and ab.-iin,. 
pudlatc them on the ground of their not being »u, 
ported by the evidence of mathematical </. monstration, 
a species of evidence totally and and absolu!' I y irrele 
vaut to the m.fure of the subj'-ct to be .substantiated : 
but, in the living experience of the humble followers 
of Christ, in the radical change effected in their hearts, 
—a change exhibited in holy affections ami desires, 
a chaste, and well-ordered conversation, and a con
duct, free from the prevalent and reigning sins of iho 
day, in many instances presenting the most striking 
contrast to that which had once and fir many years 
been churacteristieul of the parties—and adorned with 
the beauteous assemblage of the various and acknow. 
lodged virtues,—is presented a species of evidence in 
favour of the divine character of the Christian re
ligion, which will sustain successfully, the puny at
tacks of ten thousand deistical assailants, and “ put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish men ” That such 
changes have been effected, as thcs<* we have just 
mentioned, cannot he denied, as they are matter of 
public notoriety : but the cause of them is attributed 
by sceptics to any other than the real one. The in
fluencé of Div ine Grace, as%ie result of the true and 
proper atonement of our cver-to-he adored Lord Je
sus Christ, employed in changing and sanctify iug the 
human heart, and producing holy principles, w Inch 
eventually in a godly conversation and life, Is some
thing which they studlou-ly exclude in vv bob- arid in 
part, from their creed ; and therefore as a b gilirnnto 
eon-equenee, the religious 'rnii.-foriiiations of internai 
and external character and deportment ,w ith which the 
world has abounded and does still abound, arc to let 
accounted for only on natural prineq les. The run mi 
thus assigned is, however, inadequate to the produc
tion of the effect. For example, let us take the m-i 
of Saul of Tarsus, lie w as a latter enemy of Chris- 
tianitv, and was qualified by natural and acquired 
anilities to wage a successful warfare if Chris-


